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—.EXCELLENT DETERIDRATED —UNALTERED ' X _ORIGINAL SITE
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—FAIR X_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The James Monroe Family Home Site is within a Westmoreland County park east of
Monroe Hall, Virginia, i mile west of Monroe Creek, an area located by deéd
tracing and reaffirmed through local tradition.

The Monroe house is depicted in an 1845 engraving as a wood frame single story
and Joft house with a central entranceway flanked by two windows. The house is
set on masonpy piers, with end chimneys and an end addition. The plantation also
included a kitchen, barn, stables, and - other outbuildings.

T s Tiase o ] LTS T PR A - R - - [ L Tl
Archaeological investigations revealed -a series of symmetrical trenches, .the

sole remains of removed brick foundations of a house 57' x 18'6". The evidence
suggests that the house plan included a cellar with a bulkhead entrance, two chim-
neys and a two room end addition in conformance with the 1845 engraving. Arti-
factual findings indicate a construction date of ca. 1750, eight years before

James Monroe's birth,

Bricks were removed from the cellar foundation ca. 1910 by local inhabitants.
State Route 209, constructed in 1953, greatly disturbed the eastern half of the
house., '

The floor plan of the house is presently delineated where the original house stood
using wood timbers set on the suiface of the ground. The space between the
wood timbers is covered with gravel. :

. -
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1

DATES , . ' ' ' ‘
SPECIFIC April 28, 1758 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

James Monroe, the fiith President of the United States, in his autobiography,
commented briefly on his childhood years. .Through the-combined efforts of
archaeology and historical research, the Monroe home has heen located and more

is known of the environment in which James Monroe lived until the age of sixteen.

James Mornroe, born in 1758, lived with his parents, Spence and Elizabeth, his
older sister, and three younger brothers, on a sizeable plantation. He resided
there until 1774 when he enrolled in the College of William and Mary.

The socio-economic status of the Monroe family is reflected in the 1774 inventory
made after Spence HMonroe died, and by the artifacts uncovered at the site. The
Monroes were a genteel family of moderate means holding most of their wealth in
slaves, cattle, and land. Spence supplemented his nearly self-sufficient plantation
with income from carpentry. The family satisfied the pragmatic needs of the
. plantation by purchasing or making utilitarian objects, apparently having only

a few decorative pieces -in the house. This indicates that James Monroe came from

a modest background. :

After the death of Spence Monroe, the various family members dispersed,
resulting in the sale of the plantation by James Monroe in 1781. Following

. this initial sale, the plantation entered a period of decline. As it passed
through a succession of tenants, the condition of the manor house gradually
deteriorated until its eventual abandorment and systematic dismantling ca. 1850.

The James Monroe Family Home Site, preserved within a Westmoreland County park,
is a tribute to the early life of President James Monroe,
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