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Excavatton by the Virginia Hfstoric Landaarks Connntsion i n  1973 determi 
t h a t  the f i r e d  clay k i l n  base survives, showing the s t ruc tu re  to  have been a 
6 1/2? by 9 '  oval chamber with four radiat inz fireboxes. Brick fragments 
fcund i n  the f i r i n g  c h a b e r  indicate tha t  it vras covered with a brick dome 
tht was demolished when the kiln was abandoned. The sunken chamber base, 1 
wiiere th2 pots were stacked f o r  f i r ing ,  is  divided in to  two semi-oval pedesc 
formed hy channels rising fram the north and south fireboxes. Heat from woorl 

I 

f i r e s  in the fireboxes was drawn through arched openings in to  the chamber 
and was probably released through a hole i n  t h e  dome. The north and east 

i 
arches survive, as does a portion of one of the crude clay vaults t h a t  V, 

cove~ed the firebox channels. rn 

Found ia the kiln were e x a ~ p l e s  of the potter 's  products -- earthenware 
vessels  f i r e d  a t  a lar temperature and generally g l u e d  on the in te r io r ,  
with an orange to  green color. The forms included heavy storage jars, milk 
p n s ,  jugs, and 3-11 thin-walled bowls. Some veasele w e r e  embelltshed with 
a d i s t i n c t i v e  katched rim treatment and several milk paas were stamped with 
e sunburst mark i n  the  center of the i r  upper side. 

I 
The k i l n  was f i l l e d  with sand and sodded over a f t e r  excavation i n  1973. 

The s i t e  has not been intruded upon by modern construction. 

E.A.C. 



On August 28, 1677 Morgan Jones entered in to  a partnership with Dennis 
White f o r  the  "making and s e l l i n g  of Earthen warxef' in Westmoreland County. 

I 
Wnite was t o  f ind  three men to help with the project ,  and he was t o  rece ive  
ha l f  the p r o f i t s  of the  venture. The previous May I ,  Jones had acquired 
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Captain T~OLS Youell j'on t h e  
ppostte t o  the land of one Richard Cole." - - - 
is located. Examination of the ki.ln indicated 1 

SiGNlPlCANCE 

WERIOG (Check One or More an A p p t O p ~ ~ ~ l e )  

Prs-Columbian : 0 16th Canturl 0 18th Century 0 20th Century 

0 15th Century (g 17th Century 19th Century 

SPEC1 F l C  D A T E ( S )  ( I f  Appllcmblo and Known) 1677 
A R E A S  OF SIGNI FI CANCE (Check One or More me Approprlare) 

Aboriginal n Education a Politicoi Urban Plonn~ng 

Prehistoric a Enginemring 0 Religion/Phi- Other (Spority) 

Historic gl 1ndustr)r , 8  losaphy 
0 Agricultum Q Invention : . . U: Science 

I-J Architmcturm lj Landscape Sculpture ! 
• Art Archi tectvrm C1 Soc~al/Hurnan- 

0 Commercm a Litwrotur. itafian 
Comrnunicotionn G ~ i l i ~ ~ , ~  Theater 

Conbarvation Murie a T ranspartution 

s 2 A T E M E ? J ~ . O C  S I C W F I C 4 N C E  

A combination of archaeological evidince and h ia to r l ca l  assoc ia t ion  
make the  Morgan Jones Pottery Kiln a unique ex8mple of a seventeenth-centus 
Amaricnn c r a f t .  The date and operator of the  k i l n  a re  known from t h e '  
LJestmoreland County records, and excavation a t  t he  s i t e  has detemiped t h e  
k i l n f  s form and supplied examplea of i ts products. 

t ha t  i t - h a d  been used f o r  a short  t i m e ,  and there  were no great  waster 
deposi ts  such a s  found on k i l n  s i t e s  m n  f o r  extended periods. The 
evidence supports t h i s ,  for Dennis White died within th ree  months, and i n  

t o  pay. The pottery-making operation ce r t a in ly  ended when the land was 
repossessed, i f  i t  had not already ceased with White's death. 

~e;ltember, 1678, ~homas Youell repossessed the land f o r  which Joaes had 

No datable a r t  i f  a c t s  were found a t  the k i l n ,  but  fragments of the  
same eerthenware milkpans with ro l led  rims and bowls with hatched rlm 

I 
decoration have been excaved a t  the nearby John Washington, Nomini P lanta t  
and Hallowes s i t e s ,  a l l  i n  context with a r t i f a c t s  dat ing from t h e  second 
ha l f  of the  seventeenth century. The Morgan Jones pot te ry  now provides a 
valuable dat ing too l  f o r  archaeologists working i n  the area.  

I :  
Only the  k i l n  was uncovered i n  1973. Further excavations at t he  s i t e  

mi.ght provide evidence f o r  o ther  a c t i v i t i e s  involved wi th  pot te  j productio , 
such as t he  preparation of clay and calcining of lead f o r  glaze. Buildings 
assocLated with the k i l n  might a l so  be found i f  the e n t i r e  site received 
archaeological examination, thus bra'adeniny our view of t h i s  e a r l y  document d 
loca l  pot tery.  

I 
E.A.C.  
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As tne designated S:otr Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
c v ~ i u a t e d  accordin* to  the c-iteria and procedrrea set 

fortn by the N a t i o ~ !  Perk Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

N 8 t i m 1  Register. 
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Keeper of The Nat:mal Register I 
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