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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built of local limestone, the Shot Tower is a seventy-five foot high, square
tower with a pyramidal roof. The walls are 2% feet thick, and the base of
the tower measures twenty feet square. At the top of the structure, on one
side, is a simple wooden balcony sheltering an entrance. Originally on the
interior there were winding wooden steps leading to the top to a room
containing a fireplace and chimney. Here there was a shaft which sunk to a
depth seventy-five feet below the floor through which the hot molten metal
was then poured through a sieve. The metal fell the depth of the shaft into
a kettle of water,Lit being thought necessary for the shot to fall this
distance to give it the proper - round shape. The shaft connected with a
tunnel to the riverbank.
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\ Built about 1807 by Thomas Jackson,\the Shot Tower was used to manufacture
shot for the firearms of the frontiersmen and settlers. \Using the lead
obtained from his Austinville mines, Jackson built the tower to manufactur¢
commercial shot. As there was no war at the time, there was little
military market for the 1ead.\

Ideally situated on a site overlooking the New River and the nearby ferry,
+ ]the Shot Tower was four miles from the lead mlnesA and just off one of

‘ the main roads in the region. While the ammunition produced at the Shot
Tower was not used in any of the nation's wars, F. B. Kegley, a local
historian of Wytheville, suggests that it represents 'the vision and
enterprise of an alert business man."

The structure itself is significant as it is one of only three shot towers
remaining in the United States, and possibly the only one of its particular
kind in the world. It stands as a relic and reminder of an industry
essential to the opening 6f America's frontier.




Coleman, Elizabeth Dabney, '"Showers of Shot," Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 5
No. 2, Autumn 1955.
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Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director
ORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission - - g W T} M 2o 060
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O State

The recommended

O

National Local

DE.

Edward P. Alexander, Chaz

Date  June 2, 1969

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pr

ocT 1 1969

Date
ATTEST:

Keeper of“Th National Reg:ster
Date SEP 29 1989
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