
Form 10-300 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sect^onk) 

S T A T E : 

V i r g i n i a 
• t ^ U N T Y : 

•-*- \FOR NPS USE ONLY 
R N T R Y N U M B E R 

''^^>.^69-lt)-45-0041 10/1/6S 
1. NAME

C O M M O N :

Shot Tower 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ! 

Shot Tower 
f2. LOCATION 

Z 

o 

u 

H 

UJ 
UJ 
to 

STREET AND NUMBER: .1 mi. West of intersectioH of Route 608 and Route 52, 2.3 
mi. §outhgast of intersection of Route 52' and Route 619.

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Vi.iCgjxnia 
3. CLASSIFICATION

45 I Wythe 197 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g • 

S i t e • S t r u c t u r e [ g 

O b j e c t •

OWNERSHIP 

P u b l i c 

P r i v a t e 

B o t h 

• 

• 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P r o c e s s Q 

B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d [ Z J 

S T A T U S 

O c c u p i e d [Z] 

U n o c c u p i e d Q 

P r e s e r v a t i o n w o r k 

i n p r o g r e s s S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d ^

U n r e s t r i c t e d • 

N o : •

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural • Government • P a r k • Transpor ta t ion • Comments C J 

Commercial • Indus t r i a l • P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e • Other f S p e c i f y ; ^

Educational • M i l i t a r y • R e l i g i o u s • H i s t o r i c a l p a r k

Entertainment []] Museum [X) Scientific \~]

4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y
O W N E R S N A M E :

Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a (Division of State Parks) 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 
5. LOCATION OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION

45 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C :

Division of State Parks, Department of Conservation and Economic Development 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

501 Southern States Building 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
APPROXIMATE AC RE AG E O F NOMIN A TED PROPER TY: g SiCTBS

6. REPRESENTATTON~lhrEXISTING S U R V E Y S ~ ~

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 

0<3 m 
H . •• 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y :

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey Inventory 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : ] 9 F e d e r a l (^^ S t a t e • 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Congress 

C o u n t y ( • L o c o l Q 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 
S T A T E : 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 08 
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VLR Listed: 11/5/1968
NRHP Listed: 10/1/1969



|7. DESCRIPTiON 

C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 

E x c e l l e n t • Good ^ F a i r • 

( C h e c k One)  

De te r i o ra ted | | 

i C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d E 

R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d | | 

( C h e c k One) 

M o v e d • O r i g i n a l S i t e Q 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

B u i l t of l o c a l limestone, the Shot Tower i s a seventy-five foot high, square 
tower with a pyramidal roof. The walls are 2% feet thick, and the base of 
the tower measures twenty feet square. At the top of the structure, on one 
side, i s a simple wooden balcony sheltering an entrance. O r i g i n a l l y on the 
i n t e r i o r there were winding wooden steps leading to the top to a room 
containing a fireplace and chimney. Here there was a shaft which sunk to a 
depth seventy-five feet below the fl o o r through which the hot molten metal 
was then poured through a sieve. The metal f e l l the depth of the shaft into 
a k e t t l e of water,! i t being thought necessary for the shot to f a l l this 
distance to give i t the proper round shape. The shaft connected with a 
tunnel to the riverbank. 
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SiGNlFtGANCE 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th C e n t u r y [ • 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y • 

19th Cen tu ry ^ 

20fh Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g ina l E d u c a t i o n • 
P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • 
H i s t o r i c • Industry 

A g r i c u l t u r e • Invent ion • 
Ar t L o n d s c a p e 

Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • 

M u s i c • 

P o l i t i c a l ^ . ' ' \^TI I | j ; I ; 7 ^ ^ \ " ^ ' ' ' " ' " P l a n n i n g 

R e l i g i o n / P M \ \ 3 j ^ ̂  ' Q « I » T (-Specify) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evmnta, Etc.) 

\ B u i l t about 1807 by Thomas Jackson,^ the Shot Tower was used to manufacture 
shot for the firearms of the frontiersmen and s e t t l e r s . \ Using the lead 
obtained from his A u s t i n v i l l e mines, Jackson b u i l t the tower to manufacture 
commercial shot. As there was no war at the time, there was l i t t l e 
m i l i t a r y market for the lead.^ 

Ideally situated on a s i t e overlooking the New River and the nearby f e t r y , 
I the Shot Tower was four miles from the lead mines,] and just off one of 
the main roads i n the region. While the ammunition produced at the Shot 
Tower was not used i n any of the nation's wars, F, B. Kegley, a l o c a l 
h i s t o r i a n of Wytheville, suggests that i t represents "the v i s i o n and 
enterprise of an a l e r t business man." 

The structure i t s e l f i s s i g n i f i c a n t as i t i s one of only three shot towers 
remaining i n the United States, and possibly the only one of i t s particula 
kind in the world. I t stands as a r e l i c and reminder of an industry-
essential to the opening bf America's f r o n t i e r . 



9. MAJOR BIBL IOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Coleman, Elizabeth Dabney, "Showers of Shot," V i r g i n i a Cavalcade. Vol. 5 
No. 2, Autumn 1955. 

10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
' L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N GI T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S , ' T H . A N O N E A C f i E -

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

36° 52 ' 14" 
D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

80° 52 ' 16" 
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,11. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y ; 

N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks Commission 
D A T E 

May 2 , -1969 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
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S:12. STATE LIAISON OFF ICER C E R T l F I C A l l O N NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State |Xl Loca l • 

Name 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pr^ervatTtm. 

OCTl 1969 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

D r . Edward P. A lexander , Charlrman 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm. 

Date June 2 , 1969 Date 

Keeper of Th^National Registerf 

SEP 2 9 1959 
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