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Williamaburg on a wooded ridge_ 
a rema sofa mid""Oightaent.a.-centi,uy ~lex 

kno-..n as e ryan s te. Identi£ied on the Desan~ map of 11e1··are five buildings 
on this particular rid9~ witb the name Bt"yan adjacent to them. 

Recent disturbances Can L-.,:egular 4 1 x 20' x 4' deep hole) at the site have re
vealed a foundation of ''bog i:ttPn" mortared together, extending t:.o a depth of 4' be
low %!10dern grade.· 'l'he exposed foundation is 24CI in width and extends at least 24' 
northward. fr~ its southwest cor:ner. . 'the._ expi:>sed section. tJirough the. basement is 

-filled with brick rubble. A section Q.f atone ~tepa Jour feet in width, wit;h molded 
nosing, was found adjacent to the disturbed area.· (-Photo ill), · · · 

Two graveyards exist to the east on this same ridge, A 1olitary table~ toDlb
stone on brick piers. with t:10lc!ed atone end""Pieoee, was located 30 yards ea11t of a 
nineteenth century burial are.a. 'l'his gravestone is tha only al:love--ground surviving 
link to the B:cyan complex listed on the Desandrouin map •. It bears the following 
inscription: 

Here lyes the body of 
John BryaJl son of 
Fredrick Brtan and 
Barbra his wife-who 

. Departeci this life the 28; 
June 1760 Aged one YMr 
'l\to months and Eight Dayes (Photo l/2) 

'!'be second burinl area dates from tl\E\.ninete~th century, bearing the uames of various 
me?:'.bers of the Lee family. O.nly one of these tolnbstones survives intaci:J the rest 
having been smashed to pioces by vandals. · 

Some disturbance has oo:l:rred on the site to date. National: Register placement 
ma~· aid in the conservation .of this site which ia presently for sale and ma;y soon 
experience the encroachment 0£ urban sprawl evidenced in this and other areas sur
rocnding Williamsburg. 
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'1'he. Bryan site,· an. e.lghteenth.;centw.y d.omaatic complex located ·:,ust '.beyond tho· 
city of Williamsburg; was the home of the York County Sheriff Frederick Bryan and his 
wi£.,e,. Barbara. It is archaeologically ai9n!"fiont because thtf· ait6. was the' plantation 
home of one of Williamsburg's leading cttdzen•• Beca11ae the dte lies :l.n York County, 
where court records a.re nearly COllPlete, this site providea the opportunity of compar
ing a highly detailed household inventory with artifactural findinga. 'l'be Bryan 111ite 
is also significant architecturally beo~uae of its ,mique foundation which is construc
ted of bog iron bonded together with shell mortar. 

Although ha had acquired some l~ld.ings from h11 fathei', Bryan made his home on 
land purcba.aed in 1757 from John l'erga.eon of York County and Lewis Hansford, a Norfolk 
merchant. This tract tota114'd approximately 500 acres and was situated on the north 
side of the main road from Williamsburg to Yorktown, 

Sometime prior t:o 1758, accor~Ung to BJ:'uton .Parish Church records, Frederick and 
Barbara Bryan had their first child, John, Th~ inscription on a tombstone at the 
Bryan site ·atatel!J that the child lived ·only 'tdttt\;eEQi · :montha, '. A second son, Frederick, 
Jr., was born in 17S9, to be foll°* by the 1765 birth of a daughter, Frances. 'the 
Bryans later had a third son, whom they alsci namea John. 0 ' •• • · • •• • •• • 

After Januru:y 17 Sg. the Bryan holdehold included Martha Beyan, '.the. w:l.c!ow of !'re
derick' s uncle, John, t:o whom Frederick oHered "a good convehient Room for her own 
private useit in his own home as well as ''good wholesome and sufficient iieat, Drink, 
washing and lodging suitable for her and,., to keep and use any. one of the female 
slaves she shall choose"lin exchange for deeding to him the 162 acre• of land of whit:h 
she would retain ownership during her lifetime, Apparently l'rederick predeceased his 
aunt, for her landholdings were not listed aa part of his estate at the time of his 
death, 

Frederick Bryan was an active memba:r of Brtiton Puish Chuxch. Parish records 
show that he served as a Vest.rymi,.n from. 1761. He ~-a.son the Vestry with John Blair, 
Benj am.in Waller, Geo.rge wythe, and Lewis B~ell in l 7 69 when they ordered a new 
steeple to be built on the Church. Aa a aonaclen~ou.s Episcopalian, J!'rederic:k Bryan 
had many of his slaves baptbed at Bruton Parish, a praotioewhich continued after 
his death •hen additional slaves bel.onging·to his estate were baptised. 

On April 21, 1760, Frederi<.:k Bryan was appointed surveyor of the highway from 
"the 014 Chureh to the City of- w-tlliamlburg. 112 On August 17, 1761, he took the oath 
of office as De p.ty sheriff of York County, Bryan was to sei=va in this capacity 
until bis death ten years later. 

(aee continuation sheet 112) 
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Although it appears that the soo-acre working plantation acquired from bia 
father wo,ild bave provided a measure of affluence, it was ~uri'ng hie yeara of 
service ne Deputy Sheriff that Frederick Bryan accuJliulated consiclerele wealth. 
He earned handsome commissions by serving as 8lee0Utor in t}ua settling of estates 
and by officiating at public &lla&, That this WH a frequemt source of incr:,m.e is 
eviclenced by nwneroua Vii:siinia Gazette . advertisements bearing his name and court · 
records of his receipts.The revenue derived from performing his appointed duties 
as Sheriff also included interest on notes he held from such prominent Virginian• 
as Mann Page and Lewis BurWell. · 

Histo±ical records indicate that Frederick BX'YIUl received considerable income 
from his plantations through the sale of tobaCiCo, ~k, veal, fodtler, corn, and 
shells. He received income from rental of both skilled slaves and property. 

The obituary of Frederick Bryan in the Virtinia Gaill!t:t:e df.ted January 25, 1771 
describes him aptly. "This morning died,at his House near this city, Mr. Fre-
derick Bryan, for many years Deputy Sheriff of York County, an office which he dischar
ged to universal satisfaction and 1:1( which, joined to hia O'Wn good conduct, he acquired 
n handsome Fortune, with the fairest Character. ,,3 · 

According to a 1774 Virginia Gazette ad, at the time of his death Frederick 
Bryan owned well over 1000 acres of York County land. He also owned two lots on 
Waller Street in Willi8J11Bburg. 

Frederick Bryan's will,probated M.uchlB, 1771, left the manor plantation and 
the land he had inherited frOII\ his father to hie oldeet surviving son, Frederick, Jr, · 

'- 'ro his ;youngest son, Jobn, he bequeathed acreage lying north of Queen's Creek, He 
stipulated that his "c!early beloved wife is to be provided with inoome from the en
tire estate" ,until his sons reached majority, Debt• against the Bryan estate show 
that all three Bryan children were receiving an education at the time of their 
father's death. Frederick Bryan's will requeated that; his friend& Benjamin Waller 
and Lewis Burwell advise his widow on the further education of Frederick, Jr,, who 
was apprenticed to or. John M. Galt in 1779, 

In fulfilling the terma of Frederick Bl'yan' a will,, aome houaehold furnishings 
and eque!l::ztan. equipment belonging to his eatate wer6 offere4 for sale in tbe May 
16, 1771 Vir~inia Gazette. Less than a month later th• widow sxyan filed a cla.illl 
with the Yor Court atating that she would not acicept the provisions mad.a for her 
under her husband's will but bstead would elect to take her dower ·rights, Five 
months later, pursuant to a court order, the estate of Frederick Bryan was divided, 
with Barba:ra's share including a large portion of the manor plantation'• land and 
slaves. Virginia Gazette advertls~ents in 1774 and 1775 indicate that the t'e111ainder 
of Bryan's landhol~ings were -offered for rent to the benefit of the heirs• 

(see oontipuation sheet #3) 
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Subsequent to the 1771 pX'operty division and the later death of Baxbara Bryan, 
the manor plantation in its entirety passed into the hands of Frederick Bryan Jr., 
who apparently owned it until the tillla of his death in 1783 .. 

l. York County Deed Book,6pg. 179, 
2. York county Ju29~1a and orders, Vol. 3, pg, 121 · 
3. Purdie and Dixon1s Virginia Gazette,Janua:r:y 24, l77l, pg,3. 
4 , York County Judgei::e:nts. aml Orders, Book 22, P9' ~. 14 
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