
LANDMARK ^ SURVEY 
IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA 

street Address: 700 H a r r i s S t i LU'L" H i s t o r i c Name: A r m s t r o n g K n i t t i n g F a c t o r y 

Map and Parcel: 35-132 Date/Period: 1889-90 

Census Track & Block: Sty l e : s e c o n d E m p i r e 

Present Owner: G e n e r a l E l e c t i r c Company Height to Cornice: 
Address: 700 H a r r i s S t r e e t Height in Stories: 2 

Present Use: I n d u s t r i a l Warehouse Present Zoning: M - I 
Original Owner: James and James A . A r m s t r o n g Land Area (sq.ft.): 164,221 sq. f t . 
Original Use: K n i t t i n g f a c t o r y Assessed Value (land imp.): 51,400 + 81,210,= 132,610 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
This building i s of a design common to many large brick i n d u s t r i a l buildings of the time. I t i s a two s-tory rec­
tangular block with a cen t r a l entrance tower, one story higher than the rest of the building, projecting from one 
side. The main block has cin extremely low hipped roof and a deep wooden comice. The tower i s the most notaUjle 
feature with central double doors and a double window on the second f l o o r , both under a shallow arch. Brick 
corbels support a p l a i n wooden comice above **ii c h i s a square mansard design roof for the tower with a dormer 
i n each side and iron f i l i g r e e r a i l i n g around the top of the roof. On each side of the tower cilong the factory 
walls are s i x p i l a s t e r s or shallow buttresses creating f i v e recessed bays with a 9 over 9 window on both f l o o r 
l e v e l s . The ends of the b u i l d i n g are f i v e bays wide, the central bay on each l e v e l containing double doors 
across the entire width under shallow arches. The back side i s a simple eleven bays i n leng-th and of s i m i l a r 
design. There i s also a detached brick smokestack that i s probabably o r i g i n a l . Numerous additions have been 
made , but S i l k M i l l s signs painted on the building are s t i l l evident. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
According to an agreement made September 25, 1889 (aCDB 93-424) the C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e I n d u s t r i a l and Land Improve­
ment Co. erected the bu i l d i n g and conveyed i t and a ce r t a i n quantity of land (Block 2 of the Rose H i l l P i a t t 
(ACDB 97-34J) to Jeunes and James A. Armstrong. "Upon consideration that they occupy said building for the msmu-
facture of k n i t goods — tuid employ s i x t y to seventy hemds for a f i v e year term and an average of one hundred day 
laborers." By 1890 the Armstrongs occupied the building. Since the Armstrong K n i t t i n g Co. the building has been in 
continuous i n d u s t r i a l use. In 1903 the H.C. Marchant Manufg. Co. (DB 125-252) acquired the building possibly i n con 
nection with Marchant's Wbolen M i l l s operations, with the i n t a i t to manufacture s i l k products. From Marcliant the 
bui l d i n g passed to the C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e S i l k M i l l s (DB 154-193) i n 1913. In 1923 the factory was assumed by Amal­
gamated S i l k from the N.Y. Trust Co. tl i a t held a 1922 mortgage (DB 46-151) (DB 41-344-411). Amalgeunated S i l k con­
veyed the property i n 1924 (CB 49-179) to Schepp S Rosenthal, which conveyed i t to J u l i u s Rosenthal and from him tc 
S S R S i l k M i l l s (Pres. Willieun J . Schepp). S S R Wilk M i l l s became William J . Schepp, Inc. i n 1932 (DB 72-46) and 
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SI (3NI FICANCE 
This is one of only 3 or ^ bui ld ings in the area In the Second Empire s ty le and a very impressive 19th century 
indus t r ia l bu i l d i ng . 

CONDITIONS 
Very Good 

SOURCES 
C i t y Records 
County Records 
(DB 97-348; 111-285; 276-522) 
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