LANDMARK #

IDENTIHCATION

street Address: 700 Harris Sti LUL"
Mg ad Parcel: 35-132

Cawmss Track & Block:

Present Owre: General Electirc Company
Address: 700 Harris Street

Present Us=: Industrial Warehouse

Origina Owrg: James and James A. Armstrong

SURVEY

BASE DATA

Historic Name Armstrong Knitting Factory
Date/Period: 1889-90

Style: second Empire

Height to Cornice:

Height in Stories: 2

Present Zoning: M -1

Land Area (sq.ft.): 164,221 sq. ft.

Original Use: Knitting factory Assessed Vdue (land  imp.): 51,400 + 81,210,= 132,610
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
This building i sof a designcomontomaly |arge brick industrial buildings of thetime. It isatwos-tory rec-

tangular block with a central entrance tower, one story higher than t herest of the building, projecting fromone
side. Themin block hascinextremely | owhipped roof anda deep wooden comi ce. The tower i sthe nost notaljle
feature with central double doors and a double w ndow on t hesecond floor, both under a shallow arch. Brick
corbels support a plain wooden comi ce above **iich i s a square mansard design roof for the tower with a dorner

in each side andiron filigree railing around the top of the roof. On each side of the tower cilong t hefactory
walls aresixpilasters or shallow buttresses creating five recessed bays with a 9 over 9 wi ndow on both floor
levels. The ends of the building are five bays wide, thecentral bay on each level containing double doors
across the entire width under shallow arches. The back side i sa sinmple el even bays i nleng-th andof similar
design. There i s also a detached brick snmokestack that i s probabably original. Nunerous additions have been
made , but Silk Mills signs painted onthe building are still evident.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

According t oan agreenent mnade Septenber 25, 1889 (aCDB 93-424) the Charlottesville Industrial and Land |nprove-

nent Co. erected the building and conveyed i t anda certain quantity of land (Block 2 of theRose Hill Piatt
(ACDB 97-34J) t oJeunes and James A Armstrong. “Upon consideration that they occupy said building for the nsnu-
facture of knit goods — tuid enploy sixty t oseventy hemds for a five year term and an average of one hundred day

| aborers.” By 1890the Armstrongs occupied the building. Since the Armstrong Knitting Co. the building has beeni n
continuous industrial use. 1 n1903the HC Mrchant Munufg. Co. (DB 125-252) acquired the building possibly in con
nection with Marchant's Woolen Mills operations, with the intait t omanufacture silk products. FromMrcliant t he
building passed t othe Charlottesville Silk Mills (DB154-193) in 1913. 1 n1923thefactory was assuned by Anmal-
gamated Silk fromthe NY. Trust Co. tliat held a 1922 nortgage (DB 46-151) (DB41-344-411). Amalgeunated Silk con-
veyed the property i n1924 (CB49-179) t o Schepp S Rosenthal, which conveyed i ttolJulius Rosenthal andfromhimtc
SSR Silk Mills (Pres. Wllieun J. Schepp). SSR WIlk Mills becane Wlliam J. Schepp, Inc. i n1932 (DB 72-46) and
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SI NI FICANCE
This is one of only 3 or ~ buildings in the area In the Second Empire style and a very impressive 19th century
industrial building.
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