LANDMARK SURVEY

IDENTIHCATION BASE DATA

street Address 1314 Rugby si»ad . Hi storicName: Four Acres e
Myp and Parcel: 38-92 Dat e/ Peri od: 19x0
Census Track & Block: Style: colonial Revival
Present Owner:  Caroline Canp Shernan Height to Cornice:
Address: 1314 Rugby Road Height in Stories: 21/2
Present Use: Resi denti al Present Zoning: R- |
Original Owner Melton C  andLucy Cocke Elli ot Land Area (sq.ft.): 246265 sq. ft.

Original Use: Resi denti al Assessed Value (land + imp.): 12,300 + 26,580 - 38,880

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Four Acres is anexcellent Colonial Revival two story brick house on a slightly raised basenment and a large four
columed portico. Although built in 1910, nuch ol der construction methods were used. The interior beans and support
are hand hewn, many nails were hand forged and the house is constiructed of hand-nade bricks. The building is three
bays in length and three smaller bays inwidth. This large rectangular block is basicallysymmetrical with, however
sone difference in window sizes, unevenly spaced chimeys and a brick kitchen wint onone side. In the back, the
wi ndows, although tw sash are floorlength. Al l the wi ndows have stone lintles with a keystone design. There are
one story porches oneither side and a large tw story ionic columed pedi mented portico in front with large
dentiled cornice details that also extend around the house. There is a steep hipped slate roof with pedimented
dormers. The interior does not follow a symmetrical central entrance hall plan, but has a large reception hall and
stair hall running tw thirds the length of the front of the house. The large central portico door with an elip-
tical fan light over it and the side lights was copied in the side entrance door at the end of the hall replacing
a previous door. There were some renovations in the 1920's"emi Admi ral Halsey renpved the side porch roof deck
railings for use ontop aof a garage headded, since removed. Ms. Case nade eaterations including anelevator, al-
so renoved by present owners. The present owners have conducted extensive renovation work- Hardware was changed
1 from glass knobs to brass and glass doors inside replaced with solid ones. Marble fireplace facings were installed.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

Four Acres takes itsnane fromthe surrounding tract of land that has remained with the house since it ws built
by Lucy Cocke Elliot. Theland was part of a large tract held before 1863 by Ttiomas L. Preston (ACDB 60-451) .

In 1874 fifty sone acres were deeded bythe Prestons to Mason Gordon (ACDB 3 69-458). Fromthose fifty acres Ms.
Elliot purchased over 3acres in 1907 (AB 137-212). Asmall adjoining strip was also purchased in 1915 (ACB
161-110) to conplete the present Four acres. Ms. Elliot built the present house, cottage and former stable. It

was designed by Eugene Bradbury * o also designed the Elliots Washington Town House and was intended as a surmer
reai dence. A furnace was added for permanent resident in 1911. In 1919 the house was sold to Julia Reynolds Aus-
ten (ACDB 170-354) v*o held it until 1941. It was then sold to Lillian P. Edwards (DB108-94) wholeft itto the
University of Va. in 1947 (DB 133-476). It was occupied for several years byAdmral Halsey and sold in 1950

(DB 150-302) to Albert and Sarah Case. The GRAPHICS present owners bought it from the estate of Mrs.
Case in1972 (DB 338-286).

SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by architect Eugene Bradbury, "Four Acres" is an outstanding example of the Colonial Revival style.
Admiral Halsey occupied it for several years in the late 1970's.
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