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IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA 
s t ree t Address: 632 W ^ Main St.FsaC H i s t o r i c Name: Delevan Bapt is t Church 

Map and Pa rce l : 29-1 Date/Per iod: 12 October I883 

Census Track & Block: 1-303 S t y l e : V i c to r ian Romanesque 

Present Owner: F i r s t Bapt is t Congregation Height to Cornice: 

Address: 632 West Main Street Height i n S to r i es : 1 

Present Use: F i r s t Bapt is t Church Present Zoning: M-l 

Or ig ina l Owner: Delevan Bapt is t Church Land Area ( s q . f t . ) : 12,980 

Or ig ina l Use: Church Assessed Value ( land + imp.) : $71,500 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
First Baptist Church is an excellent example of Victorian Romanesque style. The building is rectangular in form, 
three bays wide by six bays long. A high single-storey facade fronts on Main Street, but because of ground slope, 
the main floor is raised above a full-storey basement at the sides and rear. Construction is brick, common bond 
on the facade, American elsewhere. A square, projecting tower of brick forms the central bay on the entrance 
facade. Above the peak of the roof gable, the tower supports a large octagonal lantern on a square base, both of 
wood. The lantern is decorated with attenuated corner pilasters and is covered with a domed roof. Matching 
projecting towerlets stand at the facade corners and rise slightly above the roof eaves. The main structure is 
covered with a gable roof of red, composition shingle. Eaves are finished with a white-painted, projecting wood 
cornice above a corbel-arch-supported brick overhang. Projecting piers suggestive of pilasters separate the bays 
along the side wall of the main floor and serve to buttress the high walls. A corbelled-brick water table separates 
the basement from main floor. Main floor windows, one each bay, are high, semi=circular headed, double-hung sash 
with leaded stained glass. Basement windows are large, six-over-nine-1Ight, doubie-hung sash. Main entry Is 
through paneled, double doors, with segmental-arch l i n t e l , in the base of the tower. A single window, like other 
main-floor windows is located in the tower above thedoor. A low, wrought iron fence, with alternating t a l l and 
short pikes, and gothic-motif gateposts, surrounds the church yard. 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION 
Builders and Mechanics Liens (Co. DB82-458 and 83-76) give the date of completion of the Delevan Baptist Church 
as October 12, 1883 and its cost $6,098.60 plus $120.00 for extra ceiling work. John C. Sinclair was the builder. 
In 1864, 800 black Baptists were dismissed from the old Baptist Church in town, and in August 1868, the black 
Baptist congregation purchased lot #6 of the Delevan property (Co. DB68-76) for their place of worship. Their 
church was the old Delevan Hotel,buiIt in the l820's by General John H. Cocke as a temperance hotel and named 
after a certain Delevan, an "eminent reformer of Albany, N.Y." The hotel had also been called "Mudwall", from 
either an adobe or terre pise wall surrounding the property or from the clay-like appearance of its stucco walls. 
(Plat, DB64-172). 

SIGNIFICANCE 
The Delevan Baptist Church, organized in 1864, is the oldest black congregation is Charlottesville. It took its 
name from the temperance hotel on this site which served as its f i r s t meeting place. The present church building 
is the only example of the Romanesque Revival remaining in Charlottesville. 
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Delevan Baptist Church, #104-0376 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

7. Architectural Description (additional information): 

Located at 632 West Main Street, at the corner of 7̂*̂  Street in Charlottesville, the cornerstone for the 
First Baptist Church (now the Delevan Baptist Church) was laid in 1877 and the building completed in 
1883. This rectangular three-bay brick building is an excellent example ofthe Romanesque Revival 
style and features a projecting brick square entrance tower topped by an octagonal wooden lantern 
on a square base. The main entry is at the base ofthe tower through paneled double-leaf doors with 
a segmental-arched lintel. Matching projecting brick towers stand at the fagade corners and rise 
slightly above the roof eaves. The gabled roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The six-bay sides of the 
brick building are articulated into bats by projecting piers that also serve to buttress the high walls, 
and contain double-hung, round-arched stained-glass windows and a corbelled brick cornice. The 
rear ofthe building has a hip-roofed rectangular apse with a taller gable-roofed projecting. A 
corbelled brick water table separates the basement level from the main floor. The basement level 
windows contain square-headed six-over-nine double-hung windows. 

8. Significance Statement (additional information): 

Originally listed as part of the Charlottesville Muitipie Resource Area nomination, the Delevan Baptist 
Church was placed in the Virginia Landmarks Register on October 20, 1981 and in the National 
Register of Historic Please on October 21, 1982. 

First Baptist Church, now known as the Delevan Baptist Church, is directly related to the African-
American community that was growing in the eastern portion ofthe proposed Fifeville-Castle Hill 
Historic District by the 1870s and is a significant contributing resource and visual landmark within this 
area. Black Baptists who had formerly worshipped at Charlottesville's white First Baptist Church 
purchased the property on which the Delevan Hospital stood (formerly known as "Mudwall") in 1868 
and began construction in 1877 of what would be called the First Colored Baptist Church, completed 
ca. 1883. Although several other Baptist congregations split off from the "first" church, this building 
made a bold statement for the African-American community in downtown Charlottesville. It stands 
today as the only institutional building within the proposed district's boundaries and would have been 
convenient to the growing number of African-Americans in the Fifeville and Castle Hill neighborhoods. 
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Director 

Tel: (804) 367-2323 
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May 29,2008 

Mr. Paul Loether 
Chief, National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks Programs 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20005 

RE: Continuation Pages for the Following: 
Fauquier County resources: Dakota, The Oaks, and North Wales 
City of Chartottesviile resources: Benjaniin Tonsler House and Delevan Baptist Church 
Albemarie County resources: Redlands, Morven, Christ Church Glendower, Monticola, Estouteville, 
Plain Dealing, Esmont, Edgemont, Mountain Grove, Westcote, Clifton, Cocke's Mill, Walker House, 
Guthrie Hall, Sunnyfields, High Meadows, The Rectory, Pine Knot, and Blenheim 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

The enclosed continuation pages are to be added to tfae ends of all the above referenced individual 
resources previously listed in the National Register of Historic Places. In the last few years, there have been 
three historic districts surveyed which have included these resources in dieir inventories. Therefore, I am 
providing extra documentation to go along with the currently listed nomination material as it has been 
dociunented under the each resource within the inventories if the larger districts. None of this infonnation 
changes, in any way, the current listing, but is strictly additional documentation for your files. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. My direct phone line is 804-
367-2323 at extension 102. 

SSlŵ rely, 

I McRae, Historic Preservationist 
onal and State Register Program Coordinator 
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5357 Main Street 
PO Box 519 
Stephens City, VA 22655 
Tel: (540) 868-7031 
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