LANDMARK *..  SURVEY

IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA

Street Address: 1204 Rugby Read. Historic Name: Stonefield A N
Map and Parcel: 38-134 Date/Period: 1860, 1881-84
Census Track & Block: 7-124 Style: Vernacular, Victorian
Present Ov*ier: Barbara W. Rosser Height to Cornice:

Address: RFD 3, Box 238, Glenaire, City Height in Stories: 2
Present Use: Residential Apartments Present Zoning: R-|
Original Owner: Schuyler T. Rhodes, Mason Gordon Land Area (sq.ft.): 94,962 (2.18 acres)
Original Use: Residence Assessed Value (land + imp.): 84,200

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Since itsorigins in i860, Stonefield has undergone a process of growh which isdifficult to determine precisely
but which consisted of tw general stages. The original building was a sinple, vernacul ar two-storey, one-over-
one-room frame house on a high brick basement (finished, and used as a dining roon). Exterior sheathing of this
section is board and batten; a massive exterior chimey of brick stands at one gable end; and the gable roof is
covered with standing-seamtin. Several additions and porch-enclosures have expanded this section considerably.
In the period 1880-1884, Mason Gordon added a two-storey Victorian Queen Anne "facade", two roons inwdth and one
room deep, effectively masking the ranbling vernacular structure behind. Construction of this "new addition

is fralne sheathed with weatherboard over a high brick foundation. A hip roof of composition shingles covers the
main section, while a large gable on the left side of the facade overhangs the seni-octagonal bay-projection that
the first-and second-floor roons make to the front on that side. Eaves are finished with a sinple boxed cornice
suppor.ted on frieze brackets. Elaborate brackets with fan motifs support the overhanging corners of the gable. A
large chimey of brick is located in the center of the roof. A small single-storey, rectangular porch with a
quantity of spool-work covers the main door.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

(v March 13, 1860, Schuyler T Rhodes purchased from Andrew J. Farish a six-acre tract of land near the intersection
of Barracks and Hydraulic (now Rugby) Roads (Co. [B 58-509). Tax records of 186l show that he had added in the
year preceding inprovenents valued at $600, nost likely the small, two-storey house that conprises the southeast
corner of the existing house. Rhodes increased the property to 10 acres in 1863 (Co. B 60-453) and sold to Mason
Gordon in Novenber 1869 for S1400 (Co. 08 64-456). By 1877, Gordon had increased his acreage to 7', and building
value was increased to $1500 between 1880 and 1884, nost likely when the house attained roughly itspresent form
In 1915, Nancy Burr Cordon, Mason's daughter, noved the school that she had operated downtown since 191i to the
house where it became Stonefield School. Stonefield served as Mss Gordon's residence and school house until the
year after her death in 1954  The school then merged with the University Country Day School to form Belfield
School and noved el sewhere. The present owner of Stonefield is a grandaughter of Mason Cordon. See al so:

. B 65-230. B 165-306; City B 182-358.

SI GN FI CANCE
ac)' "' MTL MmN Stonefield School was conducted by Mss Nancy Gordon in this house from 1915 until her death in
1951.  (The nane is perpetuated, after two nergers with other schools, in St. Anne' s-Bel field.) The house itself
IS a fine exanple of a Victorian country house.
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IDENTIFICATION BASE DATA

street Address: 1204 Rugby Road Historic Name: Stonefield
Mp and Parcel: 38-134 Date/Period: i860, 1881-84
CGensus Track & Block: 7-124 style: Vernacular, Victorian
Present Qwer: garrgs g) Gé(seggbaum Height to Cornice:

Addr ess: Charlottesvilie, VA 22905 Height in Stories:
Present ke Resi dential Apartments Present Zoning: R-|
Giginal Qwer: Schuyler T. Rhodes, Mason Gordon Land Area (sq.ft.): 94,962 (2.18 acres)
Qiginal UWe Res i dence Assessed Value (land + imp.): 84,200

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Since itsorigins in i860, Stonefield has undergone a process of growh which isdifficult to deternine precisely
but which consisted of tw general stages. The original building was a sinple, vernacular two-storey, one-over-
one-room frame house on a high brick basenent (finished, and used as a dining roon). Exterior sheathing of this
section is board and batten; a massive exterior chimmey of brick stands at one gable end; and the gable roof is
covered with standing-seamtin. Several additions and porch-enclosures have expanded this section considerably.
In the period 1880-1884, Mason Gordon added a two-storey Victorian Queen Anne "facade", two roons in width and one
room deep, effectively masking the ranbling vernacular structurebehind. Construction of this "new addition

is frame sheathed with weatherboard over a high brick foundation. A hip roof of conposition shingles covers the
main section, while a large gable on the left side of the facade overhangs the sem -octagonal bay-projection that
the first-and second-floor roons nmake to the front on that side. Eaves are finished with a sinple boxed cornice
supported on frieze brackets. Elaborate brackets with fan motifs support the overhanging corners of the gable, fl
large chimmey of brick is located in the center of the roof. A small single-storey, rectangular porch with a
quantity of spool-work covers the main door.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

v March 13, 860, Schuyler T. FRhodes purchased from Andrew J. Farish a six-acretract of land near the intersection
of Barracks and Hydraulic (now Rugby) Roads (Co. B 58-509). Tax records of 1861 show that he had added in the
year preceding inprovenents valued at $600, nost likely the small, two-storey house that conprises the southeast
corner of the existing house. Rhodes increased the property to 10 acres in 1863 (Co. B 50-453) and sold to Mason
Gordon in Novenber 1869 for $1400 (Co. B 64-456). By 1877, Gordon had increased his acreage to 71, and building
val ue was increased to $1500 between 1880 and 1884, nost likely when the house attained roughly itspresent form
In 1915, Nancy Burr Gordon, Mason's daughter, noved the school that she had operated downtown since 1911 to the
house where it becane Stonefield School. Stonefield served as Mss Gordon's residence and school house until the
year after her death in 1954  The school then nerged with the University Country Day School to form Belfield
School and noved el sewhere. The present owner of Stonefield is a grandaughter of Mason Cordon. See also:

CQ. B 65-230, B 165-306; City B 182-358.

SI GN FI CANCE
Stonefield was one of the original estates north-west of Charlottesville before suburban expansion after World
War | brought development into the area. The prestigous Stonefield school operated in this house between 1915
and 1954, when the school merged with what is today St. Annes Belfield School. On-a site of over two acres,

the Stonefield house is one of the oldest homes in the Rugby Road area, as well as being and interesting mix of
| tal ianate and Vernacular styles.
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