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CONDITION 
(Check O n d  

Altarad Unaltered 

One known photograph taken p r i o r  t o  Ches t e rv i l l e ' s  de s t ruc t i on  
sllows a two-story house s e t  on a high basement, wi th  a three-bay gable  end 
f r o n t ,  and stuccoed b r i c k  w a l l s .  The f i r s t  f l oo r  incorporates  an  open 
a rcade  wi th  unornamented round-headed arches  nuking thc  build* q u i t e  s imila 
i n  appearance t o  t he  Fa i r fax  County Court House of 1800. l a te - -n ine teen th  
cen tury  sa&-work r a i l i n g s  are s e t  i n  t h e  two s i d e  arches.  The bu i l d ing ' s  
somewhat shallow gab le  i s  composed of an open tympanum of wood clapboards  
w i th  simple corn ice  and corn ice  r e tu rn s ,  and appears t o  be a mid t o  lare- 
n ine t een th  cen tury  a l t e r a t i o n .  The s ix-over-s ix  sash i n  both the  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r  windows appear t o  be ea r l y .  There is a window i n  the  c e n t e r  
bay of t he  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and a l though t he  photograph i s  dim, the  en t rance  
appears  t o  be i n  t h e  r i g h t  f i r s t  f l o o r  bay. There i s  l i t t l e  f a b r i c  evident 
i n  t h e  photograph t h a t  might d a t e  from the co lon i a l  per iod,  a l though t h e  
o r i g i n a l  po r t i on  i s  bel ieved t o  have been b u i l t  c i r c a  1771. The house may 
have undergone more than one major remodelling, the  earliest perhaps 
occur r ing  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade of  the  nineteenth century. 

At p resen t ,  the  s i t e  includes  the  following known h i s t o r i c a l  
a rchaeo log ica l  f e a tu r e s :  the  b r i c k  ru in s  of  the  mansion, i n  soroe p laces  
4 '  high,  surrounded by a cha in  l i n k  fence, the  ru in s  of  a bu i ld ing  wi th  a 
b a l l a s t  s t one  foundation 100' t o  the  nor th ,  the  foundation of a b r i c k  k i l n  
400' t o  the  e a s t ,  cemetery about 1000' t o  t he  west,  and s c a t t e r e d  evidence 
o f  seventeenth cen tury  occupation. 

NASA has constructed a concrete  test track between t h e  mansior; 
foundation and t he  b a l l a s  t s t one  foundation s a 
moon lander  test p la t fo rm was constructed b u ?  
(poss ib ly  i t  will be removed i n  t h e  near  future) .  
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seventeenth century occupation can be invest igated archaeological ly  
probably revea l ing  the  Leydon honesi te ,  and perhaps the  Thomas Wythe e a r l y  
set t lement .  Vis ib le  evidence of t he  br ick  k i l n  at& s h w e  t h a t  t he  
f ea tu re  i a  l a rge ly  i n t a c t  and i t s  e n t i r e  plan could be learned by 
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A l a rge  portion of the land l a t e r  incorporated i n  " ~ h e s t e r v i l l e "  
P lan ta t ion  was patented i n  1619 by John Leyden, e a r l y  Jarnestown s e t t l e r  and 
p lan te r .  &o hundred and four ac re s  of the property patented by Leyden 
were purchased i n  1692 by Thomas Wythe, Burgess f o r  Elizabeth Ci ty  County 
and great-grandfather  of George Wythe, s igner  of the Declarat ion of 
Independence, prominent lega 1 educator,  and "Father of American Law. " 
During the e a r l y  Wythe ownership, the boundaries of the p l an t a t i on  were 
extended u n t i l  i t  encompassed over 750 acres .  I n  1755 George Wythe, 
i nhe r i t ed  the property believed t o  have been h ie  b i r thp lace ,  a t  the death 
of h i s  b ro ther ,  and i t  was h i s  primary place of residr'ence u n t i l  1775. I n  
1771 he began bui lding the mansion, the remains of which remain a t  the  site, 
and i n  1781 was c a l l i n g  the  property " C h e s t e r ~ i l l e . ~ '  Wythe continued t o  
operate  the  property a s  a p lan ta t ion  u n t i l  1792,.and the p l an t a t i on  f i n a l l y  
passed from the  hands of the Wythe family i n  1802. The mns ion  was 
destroyed by f i r e  i n  1911. - .  - 

1 9  ...I . . . 
A thorough archaeological excavation a t  the Ches t e r v i l l e  a i t e  w i l l  

r evea l  the i n t a c t  foundation and c e l l a r  of the Wythe mansion, c i r c a  1771, 
which can be s t ab l i zed  fo r  public view. Unmarked graves i n  the cemetery 
can be located archaeological ly  and marked. The b a l l a s t  atone foundation 
c e l l a r  can be excavated t o  determine type of a r ch i t ec tu re  and period of  con- 
s t ruc t ion ,  occupation and cause of dea t ruct ion.  Various sites of  known 
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