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NAME 
(VHLC file .dt/!I-445,'' HISTORIC 

, . S. S. JOHN w. BRWtlN j not o n  V L K  
AND/OR COMMON Bethlehem-Fairfield Shipyard fi 20 

S. S. JOHN W. BROdN. W t e d  States  Maritime Commissi: , 	 kl16i312 

LOCATION temporarily located at :  Ship hit 6,Berth #2h about one 
STREET& NUMBER naut ical  mile west of kbi1bcn-y h i n t  at 
Army Transportation Center, Fort  Eustis anchor. -NDTFO~PU~LICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Janes E v e r  Reserve Fleet  -VICINITY OF Newport News 
STATE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 	 PRESENT U S E  
-DISTRICT %UBLIC 	 -OCCUPIED A G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-BUILDINGIS) -PRIVATE 	 X U N O C C U P I E D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' " ~ ~-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACOUlSlTlON ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

XOWECT -IN XYES -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFICPROCESS 	 RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED 	 -YES UNRESTRICTED -INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-NO -MILITARY i d l eXOTHER 

REGIONAL HEADOUARTERS l I l ~ ~ d ~ . d l . l  
United States  h r i t i r n e  Administration, Department of Transportation 

STREET & NUMBER 

Stanley D. ijheatley, 1)irector of Ship Gperatlons, Code 3b0, LOO 7th SW 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Washimton -VICINITY OF DC 20590

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ' of title 
-

COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC Jessie  Fernanders, Ships Dispersals & Transfers 
STREET& NUMBER 

Code Mar7L1, Ibn 2200, hOO 7th  St, SW 
CITY TOWN 	 STATE 

Washineton 	 DC 205'90
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TITLE NA 	 -
DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 


CITVTOWN 	 STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Steam Shi~John W. Brown is a WaI general cargo ship with 

l imited troop c a r m ~ g  cayacity b u i l t  by the  US Maritime &mmission on the 

EC2-S-C1 design. 'Ibis design of ship has a length overa l l  of &lt-74", ' ' 

extreme breath of 57l, h x h u m  d ra f t  of 27'-9", gross tonnage of 7,176, net tonnage 

oflr,380, deadweight of 10,865 tons and displacement of U1,2L5 tons. This s t e e l  

vessel  i s  of the f u l l  scantling type with a raked stem, cruiser  stern,  s ingle  
tx 

screw and balanced rudder. Vajor compartmentation consists of f i v e  cargo hatches, 
1 

engine mom midships, f o r e  and a f t e r  peak tanks, three deep tanks, double bottom 

and seven watertight bulkheads. Its engine i s  a d i r e c t  actiqg, condensing, three 

cylinder, t r i p l e  expansion steam engine with an indicated horsepower of 2,500 a t  

76RR.l consuming 30tons of BunkerNCw o i l  daily and producing l l h o t s  of speed. 

Ihe generel arrangement of decks s t a r t i ng  a t  the  tank top includes: lower hold, 

second deck o r  'tween deck, upper deck o r  main deck with crew's accomniodations, 

boat deck with off ice& accommodations, bridge deck and f lying bridge. The a f t e r  

house includes a hospital. Typical wartime crew f o r  Liberties numbel'ed fifty-two 

persons with twenty-nine gun crew. Defensive armament on the  John Brown most 

l i k e l y  consisted of a 3"-50 ca l iber  gun forward, a 5"-50 gun aft and t e n  2Qnm1 

AA guns. 
c 

The present condition of the  ~ o h i  Brown includes some al terat ions.  

The 19L3 modifications to allow her  to car ry  a limited number of troops i n  her 

'tween decks were made during the  time the  ship achieved its significance, and 

therefore do not count as  a l terat ions.  These modifications are  l i s t e d  f o r  the 



Form No 10 300. 

(Rev 10-74) 


U N I T t D  S T A T t S  D t P A K 1  M t N T  Ot T H t  lNTt.KlOK 

NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C ~  


NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 


CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1 

",,<*&;& 

sake of completeness. On the  exterior, six extra  gun tubs were put on: #1 hatch fwd 

port/starboard, house top a f t  P/S and #5 P/S. Companionways were put i n  a t  #1/2 pk, 

#2/3 midships, #t aft s, % a f t  p. The house on the  boat deck a f t  i s  probably fron 

t h i s  time. The bulk of t h e  'tween deck doors between hatches (?#l/2 s, E/3 p/s, 

#3/house p, house/l~ p and &/5 p ) may be from this time with a few done a f t e r  19b7. 

?he vents a t  #lfwd p, #1/2 p"and two a t  rjP2/3 s are  probably from t h i s  time. The 

'tween deck heating and ext ra  l igh t ing  a r e  probably mixed 1943 and l9b7 onward. 

Changes t h a t  qualify as  a l te ra t ions  may also.be divided in to  

ex ter ior  and in te r ior .  On the exter ior ,  the guns and l i f e r a f t s  were probably 

removed i n  1945. The change from one gangway or ig ina l ly  a t  frame 91  p/s t o  two a t  

#3 dt p and f i  p was done t o  s a t i s f y  municipal code requirements and dates a f t e r  

Nov. 19b7 when the ship l e f t  States  Marine and became a schoolship. The removal of 

the  compass and steering platform from the f ly ing  bridge i s  post-1947. 

Toe i n t e r i o r  a l te ra t ions  a re  post-1917. In the wheelhouse, 

the telegraph, magnetic compass, wheel and wood grating a r e  missing. The engine 

room has some additions: an e l e c t r i c  vacuum pump f o r  i%' f u e l  o i l  tank, #6 50,000 g a l  

f u e l  o i l  tank fwd s tbd above t h e  bilges, and i t s  e l ec t r i c  pump which is  on the  fwd 

end of the boi le r  f l a t  s l i gh t ly  t o  stbd of the center l ine.  In the crar's accommod&ion 

several  spaces were enlarged. ?he cre& mess was enlarged gnLng a f t  by taking out 



the  bulkheads a t  frames 106 and 109 thereby incorporating the 3 firemedsand 

3 oilers '  cabins. me o f f i ce i s  mess was enlarged by taking out  the starboard 

bulkhead and the bulkhead a t  frame 87 thereby incorporating the 5 gunner: and 

b gunnerd cabins. The Steward's cabin was joined t o  t h e  cooks's cabin by 

removing t h e  bulkhead a t  frame 87 with the resul t ing space being used as the  
:,4..., 

ship 's  o f f i ce  by the  schoolship. Iko meeting rooms were created by removing 

t h e  bulkhead at frame 99 between the b seamekand 3 wipers1 cabins, and by 

removing the  bulkheads at frames 106 and 109 which separated the  bosun, b seamen 

and b seamen. The pe t ty  officeds mess had stoves put i n to  it. 

Except f o r  the  guns, l i f e r a f t s ,  gangways and lack of gray 

paint,  the  present exter ior  appearance of the  John Brown is  the same as  when the 

ship at ta ined i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  significance. In te r ior  a l te ra t ions  a re  minor 

and reversible. Having been a l imited capacity troop ship resul ted i n  l e s s  

changes being made when she became a schoolship. 'Ihe m i n i m a l  extent of qualifying 

a l te ra t ions  might enable the John Brown to be regarded as  basical ly  unaltered. 
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%re importantly, the  Liberty ship i s  the type of vessel  which, i n  its hundreds, 

i s  accredited with saving not only Brit$$n, not only the Allied cause, but the  whole 

world from disaster-  f o r  there  was a g rea t  f e a r  t h a t  the w a r  might be lost simply 

because Allied l i f e l i n e s  were stretched almost beyond limit owing t o  an insuf f ic ien t  

number of ships."5 'Ihe SS John W Brown is one of two remaining American-owned, 

6
minimally a l te red  I ibe r ty  ships. The a l te ra t ions  on the  John Brown a r e  minor and 

do not de t rac t  from the significance of the ship. It re t a ins  suf f ic ien t  i n t eg r i ty  

t o  convey the feel ing of i t s  wartime period. Although l e s s  than 50 years old, the  

John Brown deserves to be included i n  the  National Register because it is one of the  

l a s t  remaining of a type of ship which is of exceptional importance i n  American 

history. The Merchant Marine served i n  World liar I1 as a U l i t a r y  A w d l i a r y .  
7 

~--
 Merchant seamen suffered a greater percentage of f a t a l i t i e s  than any 

branch of the  armed services, except t h e  Marines. 8 

The par t icu lar  his tory of the  SS John W Brown i s  not extraordinary, 

except t h a t  she has s ~ v i v e d ,  has been maintained i n  good condition and can be 

eas i ly  restored to her wartime appearance. She was b u i l t  i n  b 1  days as a general 

cargo ship a t  the  Bethlehem-Fairfield 'Shipyard i n  Baltimore, launched September 7, 

. -
Snce I?? 

'me other I iber ty  i s  the Jeremiah OtRrien, h u l l  ff 806. It is on the National Register 
and has been restored a s  a museum i n  San Francisco a t  the  Golden Gate Nat. Rec. Area. 

7&nker, ~.ll. 
6 


. Biaggi. 

.ap-
~. . . -% . ..,. -.. . .;..-. . . ,T:y;;z- .. --. . . .wc2- ~ ...,- ".... ., ,... 



1 

19h2 and named a f t e r  an American leader of West Coast carpenters. She is  a combat 

veteran of Mediterranean landings a t  Sicily,  Salerno, Anzio and Southern France. 

She carr ied American troops, Free French Troops, and transported I t a l i a n  and German 

P(1Ws from I t a l y  t o  Bizerte, North Africa. She was operated from t h e  end of the w a r  

u n t i l  19h7 by the  States  Marine Corporation as  a merchant f re ighter .  In November 

of 1947, the  US Naritime Commission loaned the John Brown to the  New York City 

Board of Education t o  replace the  City's ferryboat Brooklyn a s  a s ta t ion= 

maritime schoolship. Licensed o f f i ce r s  taught students deck, engine and steward 

s k i l l s  on f u l l y  operational cargo gear, deck machinery, engine room and galley. 

On June 30, 1982, the  Board of Education closed the  schoolship because of maintanence 
r 

costs and t h e  high cost  of converting the  ship t o  classrooms. Cyently,  the  
-

SS John W Brown PreservationFroject is t rying t o  gain ownership of the vessel  i n  - 7 

order to preserve it as  a museum and national maritime memorial t o  shipyard workers 

and seamen who constructed and sa i led  American merchant ships during WII.  

Ihe Iiiberty ship, as represented by the  John Brown ,has significance 


i n  the areas of commerce, transportation, engineering, industry and mili tary.  Its 


'1 economic f u e l  consumption, excellent cargo gear and deck machinery, and i t s  273' dra f t  

a 

nade these ships very desirable t o  foreign countries whose f l e e t s  were destroyed 

by the w a r .  Iiiberties formed the  backbone of post-war f l e e t s  whose commerce generated 

income to bui ld  the new ships of the 19'5'0s and 1960s. Eqy technological advances 

were made during the  Xber ty  shipbuilding program. A s t e e l  cold-rolling process 

was developed t o  save s t e e l  i n  the making of lightweight cargo booms. A portable 

welding plant  which moved a t  a wa lk i*  pace was invented. Zhe state-of-the-art of 

welding was advanced suf f ic ien t ly  t o  produce the  first all-welded ships. Steel  

b r i t t l e  f rac ture  and crack arrest ing were r ea l ly  understood for  t h e . f i r s t  time. 

Prefabrication was perfected, with complete deck houses, double-bottom sections, 

stern-frame assemblies and bow units speeding production. (The interndl  com~artmerlatio~ 
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and superior construction of t he  Llberty ship was important because i t  allowed 

Liberty ships t o  sus ta in  wartime damage no pre-war merchant ship could take and 

s ~ r v i v e . ~ )  'Ihe American Maritime industry  b u i l t  i n  19h3 a record 1,896 vessels  

t o t a l i %  19,238,646 dwt of which 1,238 vessels  were Liberties.1° The production 

record f o r  a Iiiberty i s  held by the  Robert B Peary which was assembled and launched 

11
i n  only four days, f i f t e e n  and a half hours a f t e r  keel  laying, 

Ihe SS John W Brown embodies t he  d i s t i nc t ive  charac te r i s t ics  of 

t he  type, period and method of construction of the Liberty ships which have 

contributed so s ign i f ican t ly  t o  the  broad pat terns  of our history. The 

SS John W Brown has i n t e g r i t y  of design, worlananship and association. It i s  

therefore nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 

11

Sawyer, p.18. 
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-INVENTION 


SPECIFIC DATES sept 7, 19h2 BUI LDERlARCHlTECT Bethlehem-Fairf i e l d  Skipyard, Balto. 


STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 


A t  the  outbreak of !WI, the  American Merchant Marine 


was caught unprepared t o  handle a massive s e a l i f t  of w a r  material. In 1939, the

I 

1 
US Merchant f l e e t  was only 12,000,000 deadweight tons. By 19h1, 92% of the 

,I 
i 1,h22 US f l a g  ocean-going ships of over 2,000 gross tons were greater  than 

-1 - '  --k -	 20 years old.2, During the  1939-1945 US Maritime Commission building program, 

5,095 non-military vessels  were b u i l t  t o t a l l i ng  52,989,000 deadweight tons. 

G f  these totals Jiibekty ships numbered 7,M8 (53%) and 29,182,000 deadweight tons 

( s s%) .~  The Liberty ship represented t h e  design solut ion t h a t  f i l l e d  the need fo r  

an emergency type of simple, standardized cargo steamer which could be mass 

produced cheaply and quickly by assanbly Une  methods and eas i ly  converted t o  

individual service needs. 

11 
The Liberty ship was considered a five-year vessel" and 


not able t o  compete with non-emergency vessels  i n  speed, equipment and general 


serviceabili ty.  However, Liberties ended up doing well  plodding the  seas as an 


Ir.important segment of major world merchant f l e e t s  nearly 20 ye&s la te r .  
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