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7. D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 
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Excellent • Good g ] Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed • 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It knomt) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ' ' 

The Norfolk Academy building is a two-story temple-form structure with 
stuccoed walls. Although the building employs an unfluted Greek Doric 
order, i t is actually i n the form of a Roman Temple, being supported on a 
podium and having pilasters between the "Bays on the side walls rather than 
free standing columns.. The sides are eight bays deep with the f i r s t and secc^nd 
fl o o r windows separated by unornamented recessed panels. Both the front and 
rear facades feature hexastyle pedimented porticoes with p l a i n friezes. The 
front wall is pierced only by the central door, but the remaining surface 
is ornamented by pila s t e r s corresponding to the portico columns. 

L i t t l e of the o r i g i n a l fabric remains on the i n t e r i o r except possibly a 
staircase located to the l e f t of the main entrance. The landing of the 
s t a i r is supported by simple wooden Doric columns which may be o r i g i n a l . 
The remaining i n t e r i o r s were probably very p l a i n as were most educational 
buildings of the period. 

While the building is not large i n scale, the careful handling of i t s 
elements by the architect and i t s now almost isolated location i n downtown 
Norfolk contribute to making i t a monumental and imposing structure. 
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. Urban Planning 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The origins of the Norfolk Academy date as early as 1728 when "one l o t t 
of half acre of land ... being on ye. s.e. side of ye street ..." was 
conveyed to the Norfolk Borough authorities for the expressed purpose 
of building a school. The school was f i r s t called Norfolk Academy i n 
1787, and was incorporated by the General Assembly i n 1804. By 1840 there 
was need for a new school building. A new s i t e for the building was 
chosen on Bank Street, and the designs for i t were provided by the famous 
ar c h i t e c t , Thomas U. Walter of Philadelphia. The cornerstone for the 
temple-form structure was l a i d on May 25, 1840. I t is said that Edgar 
Allan Poe delivered his l a s t public lecture i n the Academy building i n 
September, 1849. 

In 1915, the school vacated Walter's structure, and i t was subsequently 
converted into Norfolk's Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. In 1919 
plans were made to make the Academy building a focal point for a health 
center but these plans never materialized. The building is presently 
occupied by the Juvenile Court only, and i t i s expected that i t w i l l be 
converted into the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce. 

Arch i t e c t u r a l l y , the Norfolk Academy building stands as one of the importar(t 
monuments of the Greek Revival period by v i r t u e of both the quality of i t s 
design and the fame"*of I t s architect. 
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