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Site 0 Structure 0 Private 0 In Process 0 0 Restricted 0 

Object 0 
Both 0 Being Considered D Unrestric;ted Q9 

0 
Preservoti on work 

in progress 0 No: 

PRESENT USE (Check One or i'ttore a s Appropriate) 
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T1Tl.E OF SURVEY: ;;l 
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f7 . . PSSCR!PTION . ' 
CONDITION 

Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair ~ 

(Check One) 
INTEGRITY 

Altered [zl Unaltered 0 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed 0 
(Check One) 

I Moved O Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Exchange Building is a freely rendered Greek Revival structure 
featuring a finely executed Doric portico. The building is two-stories 
on a high basement with the second floor windows contained in the frieze 
of the entablature. Although the entrance facade is five bays wide, the 
portico shelters only the central three bays. The side elevations also 
contain five bays but these are more widely spaced and are separated by 
pilasters. The building is topped by a hipped roof and a large shallow 
dome with lantern. 

The principal interior feature of the Exchange is the central circular 
domed room. The dome rests on an entablature supported by piers. Behind 
the piers is a gallery with a very simple· iron·· railing. Despite the 
fact that the building has served as a bank, and more recently a police 
court, the interior of the Exchange has survived without serious alteratior 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre -Columbian O 16th Century 0 
15th Century O 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicable and Known) l.O'+ l. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education D 
Prehistoric D Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
Art ~ Landscape 

Commerce ~ Architecture 0 
Communications 0 Li teroture D 
Conservation D Military D 

Music D 

18th Century 0 
19th Century ~ 

Political D 
Religion/Phi-

losophy 0 
Science D 
Sculpture 0 
Social / Human-

itarian D 
Theater D 
Transportation D 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include PersonB/les, Dales, Ev<ents, Etc.) 

20th Century 0 

1:J ; ban Planning D .. 
Other (Speclfy) 0 

Among the original incorporators of the Petersburg Exchange in 1839 was 
David Dunlop, a prominent Petersburg tobacco manufacturer. A group of 
local businessmen were desiro,us of having such a building - intending 
that it serve to display tobacco and cotton as well as provide a place 
to hold auctions and sales. The design was supplied by a Mr. Berrien 
of New York, and completed by 1841. The Exchange presently serves the 
Domestic Relations and Police Court Departments of Petersburg. 

The Exchange Building is a fine model of the more monumental Greek 
Revival commercial buildings which have become so rare. It stands as 
an example of the civic pride of the ante-bellum period. 
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DATE 
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the_ criteria and procech.ires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of sigii.ificance of this nomination is: 

National D State [xi Local 0 

•. ~&w9 @em. [Je, t'ft-nu 
Dr. Edward P. Alexanae0hairman 

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm. 

Date 
May 20, 1969 
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Virginia 45 
« ·, NATl0NAL REGISTER VE·RIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pres(/vation 

Date JUN 11 1969 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 
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p. t;IAME 

COMMON: Exchanee Build i ng 
AND/DR HISTORIC: Mer chant's Exchange Building 

12. LOCATION . 
S TREET AND NUMBER: 

15-19 w. Bank Street 
CITY DR TOWN: 

Petersburg 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY: 

Virginia / 45 I (in cit.) 
(3. MAP Rf FERENCE -~ .. 

SOURCE: 

U.S.G.S. 71:.' 
2 ' 

quadrangle Petersburg, Va. 
SCALE: 1 : 24000 
D ATE: 1952 

/4. REQUIREMENTS -
TD BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required . 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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P HOTO CREDIT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Corrnnission 
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