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The original appearance of Battersea must be a matter of conjecture as the
house underwent significant alterations in the early-nineteenth century.

As one authority noted, however, these did not alter the basic integrity

of the original design. The house is built on a five-part plan, having

a two-story central block, one-story hyphens, and two-story pedimented gable
end pavilions. The central block is covered by a pyramidal roof with a
carved pineapple at its apex. Apparently the central block was fronted by a
two-level portico as evidenced by the break in the cornice. The present
one-story porch appears to date from the alterations although early material
ma4 have been used. The finely executed dwarf porticoes at the ends of the
building are original. Other alterations to the exterior include the
stuccoing of the Flemish bond brick walls, the insertion of the Palladian
windows in the end-pavilions and three~part windows in the hyphens, and

the installation of the fan=and side-light front entrance. The window
arrangement on the rear of the house appears to be original although.

some of the windows may have been enlarged.

The plan of the house survives intact, however some of the original

woodwork has been lost. The entrance hall retains its magnificent

Chinese ttrellis stair and its original paneling. The paneled dadoes survive
in the west pavilion and hyphen as well as in the drawing room, more

properly known as a saloon.
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Although the early-nineteenth century alterations ‘have given Battersea

an Italianate feeling, it remains one of the finest Palladian houses in
the state. There is strong circumstantial evidence that it'was designed
by Thomas Jefferson but positive authentication has never been established.
However the house does contain many of the Roman and Palladian forms so
admired by Jefferson.

Battersea was built circa 1765~1770 for Colonel John Banister, a close
friend of Jefferson's, Colonel Banister served im the House of Burgesses,
the State Assembly, the Continental Congress, and all the Reveolutionary
conventions. In addition, he also served as the first mayor of Petersburg.

Battersea was visited in 1781 by the Marquis de Chastellux who observed,
"Mr. Banister's handsome country-house,,.is really worth seeing. It is
decorated rather in the Italian, than the English or American style,
having three porticoes at the three principal entries...."

It should be notea thatn the Chinese trellis stair in the house is
considered to be the finest of its type in Virginia,
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Battersea

Latitude Longitude
NW 377 137 43" 770 264 42
NE 37° 130 43v 770 251 350
SE 373 13! 03" 77° 251 35w
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