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Drydock N u m b e r  One i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  of l a r g e  b locks  of Massachusetts 
g r a n i t e .  The s ides  are b u i l t  up in a series o f  s t e p p e d  t i e r s  with 
t w o  f l i g h t s  of stairs a t  the  l and  end .  The o v e r a l l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
d rydock  is 319% fee? ,  I t  su rv ives  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  except  f o r  
t he  replacement of the  o r i g i n a l  ca i sson .  Drydock Number One is s t i l l  
in d a i l y  use. 
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Tl~e N o r f o l k  Naval Shipya rd  i n  Po r t smou th ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 7 6 7 ,  
is the o l d e s t  naval shipyard in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  I n  1827,  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  "An A c t  fo r  t h e  Gradua l  Improvement o f  the Navy 
o f  the Uni ted  States "passed by Congress,  work w a s  begun on 
Drydock Number One, one o f  the f i r s t  two b u i l t  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  
S t a t e s .  The docIc w a s  b u i l t  o f  Y a s s a c h u s e t t s  g r a n i t e  a t  t h e  
h i g h  c o s t  of S 9 7 4 , 3 6 5 . 6 5  and was completed i n  1834.  On 17 
June 1833, b e f o r e  its c o m p l e t i o n ,  i t  w a s  opened  a n d  t h e  
Delaware became the t i r s t  vessel  t o  be drydocked i n  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s .  Since t h a t  t i m e ,  it has had a long and ilLustrious h i s t o r y  
and i s  s t i l l  i n  use .  Dur ing the War Between t h e  S c a t e s ,  the 
wor id  ' s  f i r s t  b a t t l e -  t e s t e d  i r o n c l a d  s h i p ,  t h e  V i r g i n i a ,  w a s  r e b u i l t  
i n  t h i s  dock by t h e  Confederate  government f r o m  t h e  Union steam 
f r iga te ,  t h e  Merrimac. I n  1862 t h e  r e f u r b i s h e d  Virginia a t t acked  
tne Union fleet with great success u n t i l  h e r  t r i u m p h s  were brought 
c o  a s t a n d s t i l l  by t he  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  the Union Monitor, a n o t h e r  
i ronc lad .  
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