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C OMMON -

St. Paul's Church

AND/OR RISTQRIC:

i

4J St. Paul' s Church
[2. LOCATION -

STREEY AND NUMB ER:

815 E. Grace Street; SW corner of Ninth and Grace Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond
STATE copg |COUNTYV- conc
Virginia 45 (in cit.) 760
[3 CLASSIFICATION '
afenbibied Al -
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) N SH TO THE PUBLIC
District 7|  Building (X 1 Public [ |Public Acquisition: Oceupied (X|Yos:
Site (71 Strueture (] | Private X In Process [ Uneccupied [ Restricted (7]
Ghises O Both = Being Considered [ IPras‘ervaﬁon work - Unrestricted [f(;‘-
i In progress (I | No: l..!
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriale) ——T
Agricultural (! Government [} Park - Transportation 11 Comments It
Commercial (| Industrial ~ Private Residence 1 Other (Specity) 171 _ e
Educational 1B Milstary ™M Religious Xl ——
Entertaiament [} Museum | ] Scientilic 1 - .

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY _

OWNERS NAME!

Trustees of St. Paul's Church

STREET AND NUMBE fr.

8L5 E. Grace Sctreet

S5TATE:

Virginia

CITY DR TOWN

Richmond

i - LOCAT!ON OF LEGAL DESCRIPT!ON

m

COURTHOUSE. RLGISTRY OI =t EDs £TCt

Chancery Court

STREEY AND NUMBER

| Richmond City Hall

CITY OR TOWN- STATE corc t:'PUg
e
Rlchmond (_Virgipia _ 145 ”S—i
APPROXIMATE ACRI:AGF OF MOMINATED PROPERTY! 4/5 acre IS% :
. RERRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS —'_'{”2_

YITLE QF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

_ |
DATE OF SURVEY 1957 Federal |l State [] County ! Local ['| R
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Library of Congress 44J 2|z
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ESCRIPTION |
(Check Onag)
CONDITION \
Excellent X} Good () Fair () Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unaxposed [}
1 T’GR (Check Ono) (Check One)
NTEGRITY Altered (] Unaltored (X Moved ([} Original Site (X

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (I known) PHKYSICAL APPEARANCE

The magnificent octastyle Greek Corinthian portico is the most outstanding
exterior feature of St. Paul's Church. Although the church employs
Grecian motifs, the body of the building is actually in the form of a
Roman temple, placed on a podium and having pilasters between the side
bays. The cupola over the facade was originally topped by a 225 foot spire}
The spire was removed, however, out of fear of its stability, and replaced
by a small octagonal dome. Although the exterior architectural ornaments
are composed of a variety of materials, the main body of the building is
stuccoed brick. The fine cast iron fence around the building was designed
by the architect.

The church's interior features a finely executed series of Greek Corinthian
columns around the choir and the semi-circular apse. The nave, which
retains its original pews, has a gallery around three sides, and is

crowned by a superb plaster relief ceiling. The interior also contains
many fine memorial stained glass windows, and a baptismal font executed by
Alexander Galt.

The two-story stuccoed parish house, completed in the last decade, is
executed in the Greek Revival style, and is connected to the church by a
small Tonic colonnade.
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(8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOOD (Check Onc or More as Approprivie)

Pre-Columbion [7] 16th Century  [7] 18¢h Contury [} 20th Centory {7
15th Century O 17th Century [7) 19th Century [R)
SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known) ﬂA-S #
AREAS OF SIGNIFICcANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abori/ginal1 ¥ # " Education E_f ! ‘Political ‘O : "Urban Planhing I ik
Prehistorie ] Enginecaring (W Raligion/Phi. Other (Spocify) I
Historic [ Industry (1 losophy M
Agricolture | Invention ) Science !
Art B Londscape Sculptura .
Commereo () Architecture [7) Secial/Human-
Cammunications [] Literoture [ itorian OJ
Consarvation ] Milirary 3 Thoater [}
Music ()] Tromnsportation [)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Inciudo Personages, Dates, Evonts, Etc.)

In the early 1840's, a large part of the congregation of Monumental
Episcopal Church decided to build a new church west of their location so
as to be more convenient to the ever-growing membership. The lot chosen
was adjacent to Capitol Square, at the corner of Ninth and Grace streets.
The architect selected was Thomas B. Stewart of Philadelphia, who was also
to design the Egyptian Building for the Medical College of Virginia. The
building Stewart provided for the rewly formed St. Paul's congregacion was
a masterpiece of the Greek Revival style. 1ts richness of detail and
ornament was in marked contrast to the usually more austere Greek Revival
edifices being erected at the time.

Since its completion in 1845, St. Paul's has served as a house of worship
for many of Richmond's and the South's leading citizens. Both Jefferson
Davis and Robert E. Lee, as well as many of Virginia's governors, attended
services there. It was during service at St. Paul's, on the fateful
morning of April 2, 1865, that President Davis received word that General
Lee could no longer hold Petersburg, and that government should evacuate
Richmond .

St. Paul's, unlike many downtown churches, has remained a most active
parish, Its architectural distinction, as well as its rich historical
associations, make the church one of the South's most significant landmarks
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.:Z.GEOGRAPH!CAL DATA

LATIYUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES O]’ LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY | ° DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
' R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
7
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degraes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW =} ’ n o ’ 3 37 o 32| 25 » 77 re) 26. lzw
NE o ’ » . Q B ] " - - !
SE o v n o s »
Sw ° ' . ° > "
LISYT ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES O;IERLAPDING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: COODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: cCoDr,
S5TAYE: CCDE COUNTY: cCoDE

'FORM PREPARED BY -

NAME AND TITLE:"

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr.,Director

OCRGANIZATION DATE

’

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission - ke s April '22, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER: .

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CTITY OF YOwWN: STATE S conE
Richmond - _ 1 Virgipia - o |45
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF!CA1 ION i NATJONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State ILiarson Officer for the Na-

{lonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law L hereti Gertily that this propesty 1% ineloded oo, (he

BO-665), T hereby nominale this property for inclusion National Register.

1n the National Repister and certify that 1t has becn

evalualed according to the criteria and procedures set

farth by the National Park Service. The recommended i
. . Chief, Office of Archeology and Htstortc Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National ¢ State ()} Local [[]
&P A : /LM o
Nz Lz 7. 4 [
Name F{ oy AN 1‘?’0‘! { RO

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Titte Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

Keeper of The National Regisater

Date May 20, 1969 Cate
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