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DE:SCRIBE THE: PRS:Si;;NT AND ORIGrNAl. (/( lmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The magnificent octastyle Greek Corinthian portico is the most outstanding 
exterior ~aature of St. Paul's Church. Although the church employs 
Grecian motifs, the body of the building is actually in the form of a 
Roman temple, placed on a podium and having pilasters between the side 
bays. The cupola over the facade was originally topped by a 225 foot spire 
The spire was removed, however, out of fear of its stability, and replaced 
by a small octagonal dome. Although the exterior architectural ornaments 
are composed of a variety of materials, the main body of the building is 
stuccoed brick. The fine cast iron fence around the building was designed 
by the architect. 

The church's interior features a finely ·executed series of Greek Corinthian 
columns around the choir and the semi-circular apse. The nave, which 
retains its original pews, has a gallery around three sides, and is 
crowned by a superb plaster relief ceiling. The interior also contains 
many fine memorial stained glass windows, and a baptismal font executed 
Alexander Galt. 

The two-story stuccoed parish house, completed in the last decade, is 
executed in the Greek Revival style, and is connected to the church by a 
small Ionic colonnade. 
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Abor igincrl ,l' - Educ<1ti o~ "[f 1 Political : ,o · Urban PfonAi ng LI 
Pre hi ~toril: 0 Eng 1noar ing 0 Ro I igi on/Ph,. Other (Sp<>city) r=i 

.Historic D Industry CJ losophy rJ 
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Art 0 Londs cap<!! Seu lptur<> D 
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STATEMENI OF S1GNIF"iCANCE (lricludo PcrsOrit1ReS, DElieSi E~nts. E(c.) 

In t-he early· 1840' s, a large part of the congregation of Monumental 
Episcopal Church decided to build a new church west of their location so 
as to be more convenient to the ever-growing membership. The lot chosen 
was adjacent to Capitol Square, at the corner of Ninth and Grace streets. 
The architect selected was Thomas B. Stewart of Philadelphia, who was also 
to design the Egyptian Building for the Medical College of Virginia. The 
building Stewart provided for the newly formed St. Paul's congregation was 
a m.:1sterpiece of the Greek Revival style. Its richness of detail and 
ornament was in marked contrast to the usually more austere Greek Revival 
edifices being erected at the time. 

Since its completion in 1845, St. Paul's has served as a house of worship 
for many of Richmond's and the South's leading citizens. Both Jefferson 
Davis and Robert E. Lee, as well as many of Virginia's governors, attended 
services there. It was during service at St. Paul's, on the fateful 
morning of April 2, 1865, that President Davis received word that General 
Lee could no longer hold Petersburg, and that government should evacuate 
Richmond. 

St. Paul's, unlike many downtown churches, has remained a most active 
parish. Its architectural distinction, as well as its rich historical 
associations, make the church one of the South 1 s most significant landmarks 
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R O F" LESS THAN ON!== AL~E 

CORNCR LAT[TUDE LONGlTUDE LATITUDE: LONG IT UDE 
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NW 0 " 0 " 37 0 32' 25 
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