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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wickham-Valentine House, built in 1812 is a rectangular two-story brick 
house covered with stucco scored to resemble ashlar. The house has a 
shallow hipped roof and two interior chimneys. All the windows of the main 
Clay St. facade are triple windows with narrow side lights flanking the 
central six over six pane double hung sash. Those on the first floor 
flanking the entrance are set in shallow recessed panels with elliptical 
arches. The one-story flat roofed entrance porch has paired classical 
columns resting on a raised stone platform. The central bay of this facade 
is slightly advanced from the flanking bays and there is a corresponding 
break in the projecting Doric cornice. The garden facade of the house is 
marked by a projecting central semicircular bay and by the one-story Ionic 
porch with paired columns that extends across the entire facade.

The interior of the house is in dramatic contrast to the starkly simple 
exterior. The floor plan is quite sophisticated. To the left of the 
centrally placed rectangular entrance hall is a small reception room. 
Directly beyond the entrance hall and separated from it by a beautifully 
executed elliptical arch is the oval stair hall. The flying spiral stair- 
cace rising to a palette shaped landing is one of the most beautiful in 
the country. Beyond the stair hall is the reception room on the garden 
side of the house that occupies the curved bay. Flanking the stair hall and 
this reception hall are the main drawing room and the dining room.

In the mid-19th century the house was retrimmed and refurnished in the 
romantic style of the period. When the house was restored to its earlier 
appearance ca. 1930 the drawing room was left as it had been redecorated. 
It is an exceptionally fine example of mid-century taste. In 1970 the house 
was restuccoed and the stonework of the front porch was replaced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wickham-Valentine House was built in 1812 in Richmond, Virginia. Though 
the architect for the house in not known , it is generally accepted that it 
is the work of Robert Mills.

In the early years of the 19th century some of the finest examples of 
domestic architecture captured the spirit of the European nea-classical 
movement in architecture which stressed the subordination of exterior 
decoration to the beauty of the overall proportion and design. The Wickham- 
Valentine House is one of these examples. The severe restrained beauty of 
the stuccoed exterior is matched on the interior by the extraordinary free 
form spiral staircase that rises out of an oval hall. The house is also 
noted for the elaborate mid-19th century drawing room installed by the 
second owner.

The Wickham-Valentine House, in company with the Octogon and Tudor Place 
in Washington D.C., epitomizes the clean break with the Georgian and Federal 
tradition in domestic architecture that occurred in the early-19th century 
and stands out as a perfectly focus example of the architecture of the new 
age.

History

The Wickham-Valentine House, considered to be one of the finest Federal 
houses in the country, was built in 1812 by John Wickham, a distinguished 
Richmond lawyer who served as one of the defense council at the trial of 
Aaron Burr. The architect of the house in unknown, but it has been 
attributed to both Robert Mills and Benjamin Latrobe.

John Ballard, the next occupant of the house, was responsible for the 
interior Victorian decoration which survives only in the drawing room. The 
house was purchased in 1882 by Mann Valentine II, a great collector of 
historic artifiacts. At his death in 1892, the house, along with his 
collection and a $50,000 endowment, was left as a museum for the city of 
Richmond. The building was resotred in 1928, and in 1938 the studio of 
the famous Richmond sculptor, E. V. Valentine, was moved to the garden.

The three townhouses next to the Wickham-Valentine House were built, circa 
1870, as investiment properties. In 1938 they were bought and remodeled to 
hold much of the museum's collection. The Bransford-Cecil House a typical 
Richmond Greek Revival dwelling, was erected in 1840, and moved to its
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