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V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y : 

Richmond ( in c i t . ) -

Governor's Mansion 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Gnyprnnr.'s Mansion.. 
|2 LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Capitol Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 

V i r g i n i a 
3 CLASSIFICATIoi^ 

C O D E 

? 3 — 
C O U N T Y : 

( i n c i t . ) 
C O D E 
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u 
z> 
OC 

h-
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

Distr ict 

Site 
• 

• 

Object 

Bui Iding 

Structure 

• 

• 

OWNERSHIP 

Publ ic 

Private 

Both 
• 

• 

Publ ic Acquis i t ion: 

In Process Q  

Being Considered I 1 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied I I 

Preservation work  
in progress f l 

A C C E S S I B L E 
TO THE P U B L I C 

Yes : 

Restricted ^ 

Unrestricted • 

No: • 

PRESENT USE (Chectf One or More as Apprapriate) 

Agricultural • Government Q 

Commercial • Industrial • 

Educational • M i l i t a r y Q 

Entertainment • Museum Q 

Park • 

Private Residence E ] 

Religious ( • 

Scientific | | 

Transportation 

Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

• 

D 

O W N E R S N A M E : 

Commonwealth of V i r g i n i a 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
5. LOCATION OF L t G A L OESCftlPTtON 

V i r g i n i a 45 
n 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Henrico Countv Clerk's Office 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Main Street at 22nd Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P ROP ER T Y: ^ g ^ ^ S 

V i r g i n i a A5_ 

IN gXtSTtNG SURVEYS 
T l t L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Building.'i Survey Inventory 

O 3x 

D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 5 7 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Library of Congress 

Federal [ jJ State • County • Locol • ^ 5 
•a. 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington D i s t r i c t of Colvmibia 
IN 

Q8 



CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Excellent ^ Good • Fair • 

(Check One) 

Deteriorated [• Ruins Q Unexposed I I 

(Check One) 

Altered ^ Unaltered • 

(Check One) 

Moved • Original Site 

Oman en ted 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o m t ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Governor's Mansion, located in the northeast corner of Capitol Square, 
is a finely proportioned rectangular, txin-st.ory '^f'^fraLjgJyle brickJbulIdliJg 
Its facade is divided into five bays with the center bay projecting 
slightly from the plane of the rest of the facade.7 Originally, the wall 
surface between the first and second floor windows was decorated with 
panels', however these have been removed. Also, the original balustrade 
around the base of the hipped roof has been removed, but the balustrade 
between the chimneys at the top of the roof has recently been restored. 
The small front portico (added 1830) is finely executed and features four 
tolumns of the Temple of the Winds order. yThe double front doors are set 
in a richly carved frame containing sidelights and a transom decorated 
with omate tracery. Less elaborate porches with Doric columns frame the 
side entrances to the house 

/unfortunately little of the original fabric on the interior remains as the , «'* 
house was severely damaged by fire in 1926./ The basic outline of Parris's )(ni 
plan was retained however, and the present interior decoration is in the 
Federal style. /A major addition to the house occurred in 1906 when a 
semi-octagonal ended wing was added to the rear to contain a large oval 
dining room. When this was done the original dining room and drawing room 
were joined to make a ballroom across the end of the house. A second 
story to contain extra, bedrooms was added to this wing in 1914-15.) The 
two front rooms retain their original proportions. The two staircases 
were originally intended to be enclosed, however their present treatment is 
the result of the renovation carried on during the Byrd administration. 
A breakfast room and second floor library were.added.tq the so^the^st 
corner of the' house during the Almond administration. 

T̂ ie" Ici'tcWn outbuilding,' which was ac tlia lly built for the earlier, late-
eighteenth century residence, was connected to the main house by an 
esplanade in 1846, and has recently been converted into a guest cottage. 

Although the immediate grounds of the Mansion are quite compact, its 
spacious forecourt and axial view to the Washington statue tie it in 
visually to the rest of Capitol Square. 

t/t 

n 
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{S.|tpNI FICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 

UJ 

IU 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

/in 1810 the General Assembly authorized $13,000 for the construction of a 
new residence for the Governor to replace an e a r l i e r wooden house that had 
f a l l e n into bad repair. The new house was to stand near the s i t e of the 
old one i n the northeast corner of Capitol Square. (According to the 
Commissioners, i t was to be b u i l t " i n a handsome manner with walls of 
brick or stone ... (with) porticoes where the same may be convenient or 
ornamental ..." The ground plans for the new house were supplied by the 
noted Boston arc h i t e c t , Alexander P a r r i s , but were altered somewhat by 
the Commissioners who reportedly had the p r i n c i p a l story "... finished 
off i n a style rather superior to that o r i g i n a l l y contemplated." 
Christopher Tompkins was employed as the builder. 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 16th Cen tu ry Q 

15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry • 

18th C e n t u r y • 

19th Cen tu ry |X] 

20th Cen tu ry • 

SPECIFIC DATEls) (If Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE fCheck One or Afore as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g ina l E d u c a t i o n • P o l i t i c a l • 
P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

H i s t o r i c • Industry • l osophy • 
A g r i c u l t u r e • Invent ion • S c i e n c e • 
Art L a n d s c a p e Scu lp tu re • 
Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi l i ta ry • T h e a t e r • 

M u s i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

H i s t o r y 

• 

/ By 1813 the new house was s u f f i c i e n t l y complete for Governor James Barbour 
to occupy i t , and i t has been the home of every V i r g i n i a Governor since 
then. / During i t s many years of service to the state, the Governor's 
Mansion has provided a di g n i f i e d setting for the entertainment of such 
notable guestsas Lafayette, King Edward V l l , Marshal Foch, Winston Churchi 
Queen Mother Elizabeth, and many United States presidents. During the 
C i v i l War, the body of Stonewall Jackson was brought to Richmond to l i e i n 
state i n the Mansion. 

While the Governor's Mansion i s one of the state's outstanding examples 
of Federal style architecture, i t should also be remembered that i t houses 
the head of an executive o f f i c e which traces i t s lineage back to 1607. 

1, 
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10. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
flE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O > ft 

o " I * 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

37° 32- 20-

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s " S e c o n d s 

77 o 25- 56' 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E S T A T E : C O U N T Y : 

I t . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

DATE 

April- 22, 1969 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
;;i2. S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C e R T ( F t C A ) iOM 

As the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [x] State • Loca l • 

Name 

r . Edward P . A l e x a n d e r / " C h a i i D r . liawara Jr". A l e x a n d e r , u n a i r m a n 

Title V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm. 

Date May 20, 1969 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 45 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chiet, Office of Archeology and Historic Prd^ervaii 

Date JUN 4 1969 
A T T E S T : 

Date 

Keeper of ThdNational Regiftet 

JUN 4 19S9-
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S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Richmond ( i n c i t . ) 

D A T E 

COMMON: Governor ' s Mansion 
AND/OR HISTORIC: G o v e m o r ' s Mansion 

7 ^ 

|a. LOCATION 

u 
r) 
a: 

Z 

UJ 

ai 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C a p l t o l Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond 
C O U N T Y : 

''in c i t . ) 

C O D E 

760 
Virginia 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . 7%', quadrangle Richmond, Va. 

S C A L E : 1:24000 
D A T E : 1964 

A. REQUtREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude re ference. 




