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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #127-167
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B CONDITION Eekas)
Excellent [] Good X Fair [ Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexposed []
“"(Check One) (Check One)
INLEGRITY Altered Unaltered [] Moved [} Original Site

T z
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This late-Greek Revival structure is a brick temple-form building with a
portico containing two unfluted Doric columns in antis. The sides of the
building are decorated with Doric pilasters framing recessed panels which
originally contained tall semi-circular arched windows. These windows
have been filled in and now contain two levels of rectangular windows.
Although the form of the building is basically Greek Doric, its entablature,
with modillions and dentils, is Roman Corinthian. The frieze of the
entablature is decorated with a series of rosettes. Originally the church
had a cupola but this has been removed. Unfortunately, little of the
original fabric remains visible on the interior as the auditorium was
divided into two floors to contain offices and classrooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Built in 1876, the African Baptist Church housed one of the oldest Negro
congregations in Virginia. The design of the late-Greek Revival church
echoed that of the First Baptist Church at 12th Street and Broad. The
African Baptist Church was sold to the Medical College of Virginia in
1955 and now houses offices and classrooms for the college.




The University Press of Virginia, 1968.
Richmond Times Dispatch, April 25, 1953; August 28,
Scott, Mary Wingfield, Old Richmond Neighborhoods, Richmond, 1950.

Valentine Museum files, Richmond, Virginia.

1955.

Dulaney, Paul S., The Architecture of Historic Richmond, Charlottesville:
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ORGANI ZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

March 27, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond

STATE

CODE

760

Virginia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National [7] State t} Local [
Name __ Dr, Edward P. Alexander

Title Chairman, Virginia Historic

Landmarks Commission

1949

Dat
ate _March QQ’

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

APR 16 1989

Date Ny
ATTEST:
Keeper of The atzonaIR lster/
APR 16 1969
Date
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