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(Dae. 1968) 

UN I TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete ;:ipplicoble 1,ections) 
.. .. ····;;.··.··· H> NAMt ···· 

i....:;:__...;.:.:.;:..:::.:..:~---------'----------·---
COMMON · 

United States Post Office and Customs House 
AND/ O R HISTORIC: 

Customs House 
!2. · LOCATION 

1000 E. Main Street 
ClTY OR TOWN: 

Richmond 

Virginia 
CO UNT Y ' 

Richmond (in cit.) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

t-------
E:NTR Y NU MA E"R j DA.T C 

I 
·.·,· : < _:__-·-----------------! 

ST ATE I cQf)F / couN1Y: I couF. 

Virginia --·~-~-----,----~.l.....:'.14..::'.:5_-1\ _ _...:<1..:i',!.n~c,.,;i..=t,.!,, • .f--)--~------'-[-'7<..:6:...;0~ 
Lf CLAS$1FICA T!ON ---·-~---------------~ ·:: :: >\ ··.· ·: 

C ATE GOR Y 

(Che c k One) 

0 ;5 ,,, ct [l Bu i ldi Mg [2g Publ ic 

Si te LJ Structure O Private 

Object 0 80th 

Ix! 
.-, 
l_, : 

[: 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

Pu b!i c A cqu i s1 tion: Occupied 

In P rocess rJ Unoc c upied 

Being Considered C:j P,oservotion work 
in pro9res;s 

ix:: 
Cl 

D 

ACC ES SlflL E 

TO TH E PU BLI C 

Yes: 

Restrict o d ,~, 
Un re s tr i c ied :~ 

No: n 
PRES ENT USE (Check One or M ore 11 s Appropriat e) 

1--- - - - -------- ---- - - - - - - - - --------- - --·--- - - - - ··------ -I 
AgricwltLJrol CJ Government D 
Com mercia l D Indus trial D 
Educational 0 Military D 
Erit erto inmcnt [J Muse um [l 

14 . . OWNER dF PROPERTY 
OWN\; R S NAME· 

United States Government 
S T REE T A ND NUMOF, ;;...: 

Park 

Private Residence 

Rcl1g io us 

Sc ientific 

D 
0 
D 
D 

Tra nsporla lion CJ 
Other (Sp ec ify) :"Xj 
Post Office 

•• .·.· . . ··: :\;::.<-·.· 

Comments 

- - ,-·----
·: ,· .. · 

-·- - --------------- - - --------

1000 E . Main S~t~r~e~.e~t-----~----------,------------~--

t:C ct ~vi::;:~:· ------------. ...Jl:...s:...~:...:::,.. T::,.r~~!...'., i:.:n~i,=a:... ..... ~ .. -.. ----.~._ .. _ __ 1= ........ _:.c.~:c..D.,,. .. -E-,.,5 
~-'LOCA_r10_~ 0F:~,~~AL DESCRIP!(°.N _ _ ~ ~ -

c o u RTHou sE . f"l!: G I ST R V o~· D EE D S , ET C ~. 

' Pl Chancerv ~C~o~u~r~t=------ - --------------- --- - --------i 
S T REE T AN O NUMCL: R · 

Richmond Citv Hall 

21 
-1, 
,11 

I I r- :;o n 
S TA TE C OD E 1...,. t-'· O 

I !:l () C 
Richmond·~-~ ---~--~--~--~-------..l.- V~i ~r~gi~n~i~a~-~- --~--L..24~5'---1-. ~z 

C ( TY OR 'l O WN · 

AP P R O X IM A T E A C Rl:::A GE O F° N 0 M 1N A T~ D PR Oi:=iERTY: 
,:-i 3 --< 

1 acre ~- o -< 
[~'.' R;Ef'RES:i.;NtA'rlbNrN EXISTING SURVEYS ' rl [ I -- ~ :.:...:.~::.....;:.=..:_:___::___::~ ~ ~ - ~-~ ~ ~ --- ~ ~~~-----~~-~-'1 

T (T LE OF SU N VE Y: 

Vir~inia Historic Landmarks Commis s ion Report #127-170 j' 
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CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

E><cellent 0 

.-:....,....•;i 
11, / 

Good ~ Foir 0 
·1Chock One) 

Altered ~ Uno ltered 0 

( C h eck _One) 

Deteriorote d 0 Ruins 0 Unoxposed 0 
(Check One) 

Moved O Original Sit<> ix) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A ND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSIC A i.. APPE A R A N C E 

As originally designed _and built the Customs House was a handsome granite 
Italianate style build{ng placed in the middl e of the block between Bank 
and Main Streets, with its narrow end on axis with the State Capitol. 
Because of the steep grade of the site, the Main Street facade was thre~ 
stories while the Bank Street facade was only two. The Bank Street 
facade was originally five bays wide with the center three bays spaced 
closely together and projected slightly fonvard. Its entrance was framed 
by a central one-story triple arch porch one bay in depth. On the Main 
Street side, the building sat on a rusticated basement containing five 
~rched openings. Each side of the building contained seven wide bays with 
their center three bays also slightly projected. It should be noted that 
all the openings in the Customs House were crowned by some form of round 
arch. Quoins emphasized - the corners of the building and the whole was 
crowned by a bracketed cornice and shallow hipped roof. A series of 
wide brick chimneys around- the base of the roof gave the building I s 
skyline an almost crenellated effect. 

In 1889 short wings were added to either side of the original mass at 
the front and back. In 1910 the building was raised one story and a large 
wing was added, extending the building to Tenth Street. The building 
was again enlarged in 1930 by the addition of an eastern wing, thus 
filling out the entire block. 

In spite of all the additions and renovations the Customs House has 
undergone, the original architectural character has been retained and 
incorporated in to the newe-r. sections . . The building in i .ts. pr:Ecs en t £:orm 
is stili a most pleasing composition and possesses all the vigor of Ammi 
B. Yo ung's original concept. It is unfortunate that none of the historic 
interiors survived , although the present courtroom is in the same location 
as the original one. 
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PERICO (Check One or Mort, B& Approprlt:tte) 

Pre-Columbian D 16th Cent11ry lJ 
15th Century O 17th C entury [_] 

SP ECIFIC DATECS) (I/ Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SICNtFtCANCE: (Ch1:ch One 01 Moro ns Appropriate) 

Abor igiMI Educolion [] 
Pro historic _o 

- - ~ - E ~ 9, i ~ Ct:r in g _ 0 . . 
Historic D Industry Cl 

Agricuhuro D lnvent,on CJ 
Art ~ Lo nds cope 

Commcrco 0 Ar chi tecturr. D 
Communications 0 Li tcroture 0 
Conserv ation D Military 0 

Music [l 

18th Century O 
19th Century 0 

Pol ilicol ~-

Rel igion/ Phi· 

lo,ophy D 
Sctonce D 
Sculpture D 
Sociol / Humon-

itc rion 0 
Theater 0 
Tron s: portot ion D 

s TAT EM ENT OF SIG NI Fl CANCE ( lnc/odo Personaees, Dates, Ei,.enfs, Etc-) 

20th Century 0 

Urban Plonni ng 

01hcr (Specify) 

History 

D 
~l 

The original Post Office and Customs House was designed by the Boston 
architect, Armni B. Young, one of the most impo rtant architects of the 
Greek Revival period. Captain Albert Lybrock of Richmond acted as 
supervising architect. The building was completed in 1858, and three 
years later, with the outb reak of the Civil War, it was taken over by the 
Confederate government. During the war years the Confederate Treasury 
Department as well as the office of President J efferson Davis were located 
i n the building. In 1867 when President Davis was returned to Richmond 
to stand trial for treason, the trial was he ld in the District Courtroom 
in the Customs House. 

Although the building has been greatly altered and erilarged over the 
years, the architectural character of the building has been maintained. 
Its location on Bank .Street makes, the b1J i ld ing an . e,f feet i ve screen 
across the bottom of Capi t ol Square as well as a focal point for Main 
.Street-. Even in it s present form, the. _Customs. HP.use is orie of the chief 
architectural and historic landmarks in Virginia. 
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:\~{ MAJOR B:f~L10GRAPHICAL REF~RENCES. 

Richmond Times Dispatch, April 20, 1902, "The Customs House, 
Many Stirring Events." 

Richmond Times DisEatch, August 12, 1954, "Richmond's Post Office Boasts 
a Rich a nd Colorful History" by Ulrich Troubetzkoy. 

Files of Valentine Museum, Richmond, Virginia. 
Dulaney, Paul s.' The Architecture of Historic Richmond. University Press 

of Virginia, 1968. 
.. - ) ' ( .- .J . ' . . 

j . •• ,. ' ~ . ' : . . 

10;• GEOGRAPH!CA L DAT A ·~·~·,....._-
LA '(ITUOE A ND LON(,ITUOE COOROINATl!S 0 

.LA 'l' ITUOE AND L.ONG l(UDE COO ROINAT t,.:;; 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING TH£ PROPERTY OEFINl:\JG THE. CF.;NTER F,lOINT OF A PROPCRTY 

R OF LC:S,S TKA.N ONf. ACRE . , 
-

CORNER LATITU DE. LONGIT U DE LA T!YUDF.. LONG I TU[')~ 
t--- ·- · 

D~gre<'S M411 u tes Second, Dogrecs Minute s Seconds Deg,ee, Mi nut cs Seconds Deg,ee, ,Mi nu tes Seco nds 

NW Q . 0 . 37° 32' 17. 770 26 · 11" 
N E 0 " 0 . 

' ' ': j : : ,, • ~ ,'I 
, -

SE 0 . 0 . 
SW n . 0 ' . 

·-----~- --- -- - ··-·------.-, .. 
LIST AL.L STATCG AND COUNT l ES FOR PROPERTIE S OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN TY SOU NOA RIES 

- -----
STATE · CODE COU N T Y COl">C 

ST ATE : C OD E COUNTY: COD E 

5 i ATE : CODE C O UNTY· COO E 

STATE : C O DE COU NTY : COD E 

1)T : FORM PR EPAR&.;D i:fv·1 . " :u -:,.;, ·., .. , 
: 

NAM E A N D TIT LE:; 

Staff, Vi rginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James w. Moody, Jr.' Dirc~c tor 
-

!D ATE 
OAGANll.hT1 0 N 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission April 23, 1969 
r------,- ... -- . 
STRE:ET AN D NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth St r eet State Office Building 
- ,·--...-

c rT V OF1 T O WN : STAIE CO CE. 

Richmond Vi rginia 4 5 
12 . . STAT£ LIAI SON OF F ICE R CERi1FicA·f16N NATIONAL REGISTpR VER IFtCATION 

" 

A ~ lhe d csigM t<Jd State Lia ison Officer for the Na -

tion a ! Hie<tnric Preo';Nvntion Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv c ertify that this properl y is m cluded in the 

89-6/iS) , l h e reby nomina l~ this pro pe rty for inclus ion Nat i ona l Reg iste r. 

i n the Nationa l Regis te r nnrl cNILfy tha t it ha s been 

eval u alerl nc l':orrl 1ng t o t h e c rile ri :i nnd proce<lu re s set 

f orth l.,y lhc Nat ion.II Pnrk Se rvice. T he re com me ncte d 
C h ief, Offu; e of Arch eo l ogy an cl H isl or1 c Preservflf i on 

leve l of s ign1f1cancc of t h is n o rn1natio11 is : 

Natton~l lJ State [X L ocal 0 

~ .Q :Af p;a_ •. .Q~ fk, 0:1),t.. Date 

Name 
ATTEST: l ' 

Dr. Edwa rd P. Alexander, Chairman 

Tille Virginia Historic Landmarks COITllll 

K eeper of Th e N"Uon a / R egLslc r 

D a te May 20, 1969 Date 
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1form 10-301 
(Dec. )968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL PARK SERVI CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enc/01,c wilh map) 

STATE 

COU N T Y 

Richmond ( in_ cit.) 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

EtJTnY NUM6E:R r 0~ 

- I 
z Jl. ·."'.'.' ' '.~_-.......•• , ~ --- ~ _:\ ; /·\ . ··-. -... ----'-----·~~···----------·---------' 
o c oMMoN , United States Post Office and Cus~t~o~m:~S:.'......~H~o~u~s~e=------------------1 

ANol oR H1sT0Rrc. Customs House 
·•· ... 

ST R EET AN D NUMBER : 

1000 E. Main Street 
CI T Y OR TOWN: 

Richmond 
ST ATE: -, COD E I CO U NTY: l C ODE 

Virginia r 45 I <in cit.) I 7 w 
z 1.3. MAP RSFER~NC.E -.. _ .•. _---· • 

SOURCE· 

U.S.G.S . 7~ 1 auadrangle H.ic hmond 'Jr-i • 

w SCALE.: 1: 24000 
D A TE'. : 1964 

TO SE IN CLUDED O N ALL MAPS 

T. Property brou11dories where required. 

2. Nort h orrow . 

3. Lati t ude ond longitude releren~e . 

~---------- - - - - --·- -- - ----·---·-- --·------- - --
ST A T E UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ER IOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Vi r ginia 
· ' 
' ' 
I 
I 
I 

i 
V') 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

Richmond (in cit.) 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTR Y N U M BE R I DATE 

I z IL' NAMe···•·-. : 

0 COMMON: United States Post Office and Customs House 
ANDI OR H IST0f11 C c Customs House I 

I-
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::) 

I}, l,,0/:ATIQN . ' 

I 
·- -· ~ 

STREE T AND N UM O C. R: 

1000 E, Main Street 
-

C 1 T Y OR TO WN : 

0:: Richmond 
I- STAT [! ; I CODE \c ouN TY: I C ODE 

V') 

z 
!Vi rginia I 45 I (in ~it.) I 760 

13 . ·.eftqtb Rt;fEJ{~NCE · : .·. 
'.':. ·.·. .· 

PHOTO CRE01 T: Vi r g inia Historic Landmarks Commission 
DATE'" OF PHOTO : 1968 --·---- - -

w N E GATIVE F l L ED AT; Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
w Ri chmond, VirP-inia 
V') 

F4::··rogt!'tiFt¢AT1qr-. _ • .. 
··:··· 

··-· :• .: ..... ·. .. 

0 1;,S C-RI BF. Vt E: W . D I R ECT I ON , E T C 

View of North front. 

' ' . 



: ,' 

,. 

(' 

"'· 

- . '>-

: .. _ .. 

,. . n: 

l\' 1 , • \0'! , 

/i 
/· r 

'a 

{. '; ·,, ,· 
' )/• ,(\.'y --~?'" 


