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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1520 E . Main S t r e e t 
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Richmond 
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5. CLASSfFICATION 
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• Both 
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I I Being Considered 

STATUS 

r X Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 
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I I Museum 
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lA Transportation 

[§ Other (Specify) 

r a i l r o a d 
station 

\y\ Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ' Mr. Gregory S. Devine, President 

lU 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

ChesMpfeake and Ohio Company 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

Executive Offices, Terminal T6^^r,''P.0. Box 6419 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cleve land Ohio 34 
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C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Richmond C i t y H a l l 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Broad and Tenth Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond V i r g i n i a 

-< 
o 

45 

». REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission Report #127-172 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1969 • Federal ^ State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Richmond V i r g i n i a 

5s 
5N 

45 



7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t K ] Good Q F o i r • D e t e r i o r a t e d • R u i n s n U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d K ] U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d K ] O r i g i n a l S i t e 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

See enclosed description copied frOm V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks 
Commission photo-data study prepared by Calder C. Loth, ar c h i t e c t u r a l 
h i s t o r i a n , A p r i l 15, 1969, 
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L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

37 32 03 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

77 25 46 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than 10 acres 
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Richmond 
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B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: (main olock) 102 feet 5 i.-iches by 63 feet. 
Seyen bays wide on the entrance facade, three bays wide or- die 
sides. Three and two or.e-".ialf stories high. 

2. Foundations: Rough c U C S I 

4. 

veneerec over brick. 

3. Wall construction: Brick verieered wii.h an un;>onded tile resembling 
Roman brick. Architeccural decoratior. exocuced in stone and icrra 
cotta. 

segmental arches 
ground floor 

Porches: A five-bay rough hew:, . zone loggia wi; 
frames the entrances i n the centeir portion o i v.: 
on~£he entrance facade. A central e l l projecting; from the rear 
of the terminal building acts as the concourse or platform j o i n i n g 



MAIN STREET STATION 
(Originally New Union Station) 

HABS No. (Page 3 ) 

the terminal into the t r a i n shed. Tiie platform i s enclosed on the 
sides, but open to the shed on the north. 

5. Chimneys: An elaborate French Renaissance style chimney ri s e s 
from between the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , between the f i r s t and 
second bays from the south. The base of the chimney i s corbeled 
into the w a l l , and the shaft i s anchored to the building by an 
ornamented tie-rod. An i n s i g n i f i c a n t chimney rises from near 
the top of the north side of the roof. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The loggia on the ground floor ol! the 
facade contains an entrance to the building's main stairway 
in the f i r s t bay from the west. Other doorways in che loggia 
are also located in the third and fourth bays from che west. 
Tiiese doors feature s i d e l i g h t s , arched glass transoms and 
beveled glass panels i n each of the double doors. The second 
and f i f t h bays from the west may also have contair^ca aoors, 
but they are closed at present. On the ground floor of the 
west side a doorway i n the f i r s t bay from the north leads 
into the secondary s t a i r w e l l . Also located on the west 
front ground floor are loading docks for the mail room 
beneath the concourse. On the f i r s t floor of the northern 
end of the building access from the main waiting room to the 
concourse was gained through a fiv e bay arcade echoing the 
arcade on the main front of the building. The f i r s t bay 
from the west contains the main staircase leading up from 
main street. Part of the remainder of the arcade has been 
obscured by a low modern ticket o f f i c e . The remaining unaltered 
bays contain swinging glazed double doors. The upper portions 
of the arcade are glazed and repeat the tracery pattern of 

the south front wiudows. 

b. Windows: The p r i n c i p a l windows of the ground f l o o r are set 
in the rusticated base of the building and are crowned by 
segmental arches. On the f i r s t - f l o o r of the facade the two 

' outside bays contain "French" windows, each of which opens 
onto a small balustraded balcony supported on consoles, 
lioth of these windows are topped by projecting semi-circular 
decorative panels. The center fiv e bays are i n the form of 
an arcade with octagonal early French Renaissance type columns 
supporting the arches. The columns stand on pedestals with 
balusters between. The second floor of the building i s i n 
tiie form of a low gallery consisting of 13 bays on the entrance 
facade with two independent bays in the clock tower. The bays 
of the gallery are separated by engaged Corinthian columns 
supported on engaged pedestals. The gallery continues around 
a l l four sides of tne building, but on the east and west sides 
the f i r s t floor windows are single arched windows r i c h l y 
ornamented with stom- uecoration. 





MAIN STREET STATION 
(Originally New Union Station) 

HABS No. (Page 5 ) 

ground f l o o r . The f i r s t floor i s covered with various colored marbles, 
while the upper o f f i c e floors are of hardwood. 

4. Wall and c e i l i n g f i n i s h ; On tlie ground floor the walls are covered 
with t i l e s . On the f i r s t floor Lhe walls are plaster as are the 
c e i l i n g s . The upper floors are the same. 

5. Doorways and Doors: Doors throughout the buildir,g are generally 
wood with glazed panels. 

6. Decorative features and trim: In the public areas the decorative 
features include the screen of Corinthian columns in the waiting'room 
and the coffered c e i l i n g in both the waiting room and on the concourse. 
The very fine wrought iron screen between tb.e concourse and the shed 
area should also be noted. 

7. Notable hardware: The f u l l range of late-nineteenth century hardware 
can be found throughout the building. 

8- Lighting: Building has always been e n t i r e l y l i t by e l e c t r i c i t y . 

9. Heating: Radiators supplied with steam from the nearby power plant 
heat the building. 

D. S i t e : 

1. General setting and orientation: The s t a t i o n i s located on the north 
side of lower Main Street in Shockoe Valley. Railroad tracks extend 
on either side of the building across bridges over Main Street. On 
the west side of the building i s an elevated interstate highway which 
passes within seventy-five feet of the building at the l e v e l of the 
clock tower. 

2. Outbuildings: A low power plant i s located to the west of the building. 

Prepared by Calder C. Loth 
Architectural Historian 
V i r g i n i a Historic Landmarks 
Commiss ion 

15 A p r i l 1969 
Ninth Street Office Building 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a 
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