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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (l{ known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Monument-Avenue is a broad, residential boulevard which extends for
some five miles from inner Richmond westward into Henrico County.
However, what is generally considered to be the "historic,” or the

most characteristic, section of the street begins at _the e termination of
West Franklin Street at Stuart Circle and extends westward for some“?ourtee
blocks to Roseneath Road. It is within this section that all of the
monuments are located. Furthermore, this section is distinguished by a
uniform planting of rows of trees along the sides and in the median,

and by the distinctive asphalt paving blocks in the traffic lanes,:
although the paving blocks in the section from the Boulevard to

Roseneath Road have been covered over by sheet asphalt.

I

The "first or éasternmost monument the equestrian statue of J. E. B.
Stuart,is located at’ the’ beglnnlng of, the, avenue in Stuart Circle.
OﬁE‘Tgng block to the west is the Lee statue, located in a broad
traffic circle known as Lee Clrcle.; Four more blocks to the west stands
the monumental_gav1s memorial, dlstlngulshed by . 1ts tall central columm
and Doric colonnade. The equestrian statueuwof Stonewall Jackson is
located at the important intersection of the Boulevard and Monument
Avenue, three blocks west of the Davis Monument. Three blocks west

- of the.Jackson statue is the unusual memorlal to Matthew Fontaine

Maury, featuring a large bronze globe " and a seated figure of Maury.

The one hundred thirty-foot wide boulevard throughout this section is:

lined with arc¢ architecturatly-varied-but Hatmonious structures, representing
:almost the entire .xange of\early twentieth gentury residential ,architectura
'sﬁyles. “The “most prominent structures include several Georgian townhouses
by William Lawrence Bgttomley,and Duncan -Lee, and the huge .Jacaobethan
Revival townhouse of the Branch famlly, designed by John Russell Pope.

The street's most characterlst;c structures are. the Georgian : Rev1va1 .and

PO 2

"i'Second Renalssance Rev1va1 townhouses and terrace réows. -‘Also featured
. are several fine late Gothic Revival churches. ... T
L] .
Monument Avenue is unified by the unusually high quality of design,
workmanship, and materials of all its parts - from the houses, churches;
and'monuments to the curbs and street furniture. The street is unusual,
too, for being one of the few grand residential boulevards in America
to survive virtually unaltered, having almost no architecturally or

. a . , -
scenically discordant intrusions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earliest proposal for creating a broad avenue in Rlchmond Ebbﬂbnor
Confederate heroes appears on an 1888 plat which shows the division of the
Allen estate, located west of the present 1ntersect10n of Franklln Street

and Lombardy Street. On this plat was drawn a proposed continuation of
Franklin Street through a point in William Allen's meadow, which had been
selected a year earlier to be the site for a monument to General Robert
E. Lee, to what is now Allison Street. This continuation of Franklin
Street was shown on the plat much as it now exists, a divided boulevard
with generally the present lot division and a traffic circle surrounding
the site of the Lee Monument. The plat, which actually identified the
new boulevard as Monument Avenue, was signed and sealed by Fitzhugh Lee,
son of the General and President of the Lee Monument Association.

The unveiling in 1890 of Jean Antoine Mercie's great equestrian statue of
Lee revealed the first major element on this unique memorial street, but
“from'the period’immédiataly following ‘the war, it had been the intention
of Richmond citizens to erect the statues of the three Virginians who
defended'the city (two of whom were killed in the defense) to make of
Monument Avenue a permanent memorial that would serve as a link with the
past. An addition to this plan was made'in 1904 when the United Daughters
of the Confederacy selected a site several blocks west of the Lee statue for
a memorial to President'Jefferson Davis. The site of the Davis Monument
was chosen because it was the former location of the Star Fort (shown clearl
on many old maps), the innermost and major protection of the city from the
west during the four years of the siege. The existence of these defenses
is commemorated by a cannon located just east of the Davis Monument.

By 1906 that portion of the avenue from Lombardy Street to Allison Street
was 1dent1§;gd in the city directories as Monument Avenue and on August
17, 1906, the City Council adopted a resolution to widen to 130 feet the
remaining portion of Franklin Street from Allison Street west to the
Boulevard and to rename that section Monument Avenue. Richmond sculptor
Edward V1rg1n1us Valentine's 1mpress1ve memorial: to Jefferson Davis was
unveiled in 1907 as was Fred Moynihan's equestrian statue of"General

J.E, Bmmﬁtuart located at the beginning of the ‘avenue. Frederick Slevers

Statue of Stonewall Jackson was unveiled in 1919, and the memorial to
Matthew Fontalne Maury, also by Sievers, was unveiled in 1929.

Almost as soon as Monument Avenue's traffic lanes began to be paved with
their distinctive asphalt paving blocks, the avenue came to be one of

y
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Logrum
Bounded on the east by a straight line betweea the center of the block
of Grace St., between Ryland St. and Lombardyzﬁb;., and the intersection
of Birch St. and Park Ave.; bounded on the west by a straight line
between the intersection of Grace St. and Roseneath Rd. and the
intersection of Wythe Ave. and Roseneath Rd.; bounded on the north by )
Grace St. from the center of the block of Grace St., between Ryland
St. and Lombardy SE3., to the intersection of Grace St.- and. Roseneath .
Rd.; bounded on the south by Park Ave., from the intersection of Birch
St. and Park Ave., to the intersection of Belmont Aveap and Park Ave.
and. from thence west in a straight line to the 1ntersectlon of
Rosenamh Rd., and Wythe Ave.

the most fashionable in Richmond. Over a period of some thirty years,
it was built up with a splendid series of architecturally dignified
townhouses, churches.,. and apartment buildings, The work of many promine
archltects, 1nc1ud1ng John Russell Pope, William Lawrence Bottomley,

and Virginia's Duncan Lee, is represented on Monument Avenue. For many
years the avenué Was used as Richmond's ceremonial parade route.
Included among those who have journeyed in state from the Boulevard to
the Governor's Mansion along Monument Avenue are Marshall Foch,
Commander Richard Evelyn Byrd, Winston Churchill, General Eisenhower,
and Queen Mother Elizabeth.

As one of the most splendid residential boulevards in America, Monument
Avenue is considered to be a nationally significarnt example of city
planning. According to the noted architectural historian, William
B..0'Neal, Monument Avenue is ''a supreme example of the unifying power
of space, scale, and trees on the urban scene.'" But more important
than its aesthetic qualities, Monument Avenue, as a unique memorial-

to the heroes of the Confederacy in its capital, serves a symbolic
function for Richmond and the South. '
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The Monument Avenue Historic District, located in the City of Richmond, Virginia, was listed in the
Virginia Landmarks Register (VLR) and the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1969. At
the time of its listing, the district’s period of significance was broadly defined as “19™ century” and
“20™ century.” The historic district’s areas of significance were Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
Military, Sculpture, Transportation, and Urban Planning. Completion of the Lee Monument in 1890 was
described as the first major physical element of the historic district. The original nomination also
asserted that, “As one of the most splendid residential boulevards in America, Monument Avenue is
considered to be a nationally significant example of urban planning.”’

In 1989, a nomination to expand the historic boundary of the original district was listed in the VLR and
NRHP. The boundary increase nomination also included a comprehensive list of contributing and
noncontributing resources within the expanded district. However, the district’s statement of significance
was not updated in any way.

When the Monument Avenue Historic District was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1997,
specific start and end dates for the NHL designation were selected, 1890-1940, beginning with erection
of the Lee Monument and ending with construction of the last house on the avenue built before 1947.
No buildings were constructed between 1940 and 1947, and according to the NHL nomination, no
“exceptional” buildings were constructed after 1947. Thus the period of significance was established as
ending in 1940. The NHL-listed historic district’s boundaries are not identical to the NRHP-listed
historic district.”

The 1989 NRHP nomination’s inventory includes a number of ca. 1940 buildings that are classified as
contributing, but the statement of significance was not updated to include additional contextual
information or to provide a justification for the district’s period of significance.’ The year 1940 also was
almost 50 years prior to the 1989 nomination, and reliance on the “50-year guideline,” in which
resources more than 50 years old are considered to be of historic age, was standard practice in preparing
NRHP nominations at that time.

Therefore, based on the information contained in the existing 1969 and 1989 NRHP nominations,
particularly the 1989 nomination’s inclusion of contributing resources built up to ca. 1940, the historic
district’s period of significance is justified to begin in 1890, with the unveiling of the Lee Monument,
and to end in 1940, with construction of the most recent buildings that are associated with the NRHP-
listed district’s identified areas of significance.

! Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, Monument Avenue Historic District, National Register
nomination, 1969 (available at https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/127-

0174 Monument Avenue HD 1969 Nomination_final.pdf), continuation sheet, Section 8.

2 Sarah S. Driggs, Monument Avenue Historic District, National Historic Landmark Nomination, 1997 (available
at https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/127-0174 Monument Avenue HD 1997
Nomination NHL-4.pdf), Section 8, p. 28.

3 David A. Edwards, Monument Avenue Historic District Amendment, 1989. Available at
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/127-0174 Monument Avenue HD 1989
Nomination final expansion.pdf.
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Figure 1. Monument Avenue as it Appeared in 1890 after Dedication of the Lee Statue (image courtesy
of the Virginia Historical Society; as reproduced in Richmond’s Monument Avenue, p. 52)

- L

Figure 2. Monument Avenue during the 1930s (image courtesof Dementi-Foster Studios; as

reproduced in Richmond’s Monument Avenue, p. 57.)
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