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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPA RTME T OF THE INTERIOR 
STATE: 

(Dec, 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Rif'hmond (in cit.) 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 
(Type al 1 entries - complete applicable sections) I 

n. NAME ',, '.•\ .;."" ·::-. 

.,. ·:·-

COMMON: 

Hollywood Cemetery 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

Hollvwood Cemetery 
12. LOCATION 

---

S 0TREE:T AND NUMBER, 

412 South Cherrv Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Richmond 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

Virl!inia I 45 I (in cit.) I 760 
I~- CLASSIF.ICNTION 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

District Q9 Bui /ding □ 'Pub1ic □ Public Acquisition: Occupied Q9 Yes: 

Site □ Structure □ Private rn In Process □ Unoccupied □ Restricted IX] 

Both □ Being Considered □ Preservation work Unrestrlcte·d □ Object D in progreu IX] 
□ No: 

PRE S E N T USE (Check One or More a s Appropriate) 

Agricultural □ Government □ Park □ Transportation □ Comments D 
Commercial □ Industrial □ Private Residence □ Other (Specify) rn 
Educational □ Military □ Religious □ graveyard 
Entertainment □ Museum □ Scientific □ .... 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
. ". . _, 

OWNERS NAME: 

Hollywood Cemetery Company, Incorporated 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

412 South Cherry Street 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I CODE <: "' -i 

Richmond Virginia 145 I-'• ► '1 -i 

ls!i. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ~" m 
I-'• 

COURTHOUSE , REGISTRY OF DEEDS, E TC : 
::, 
I-'• 

Richmond City Hall Ill 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Broad and Tenth Streets 
CJ TY OR TOWN: I STATE I CODE --1:. 8 
Richmond Virg inia l 45 - ·O C 

t:, ::r z 
130 acres n5 -i 

APPROXIMATE A, F<EAGE OF N()MJNATED PROPERTY: -< 
ri. • REPRE'SENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS -·P 

rt 0. 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

~ 

Historic American Buildings Survey - Photo-data Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 Federal n- State [X] Co.unty □ Local □ 

,,, 
z 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: -i 
;u 

Historic American Building s Survey -< 
z 

ST R E ET AND NUMBER: C 
I i:: 

:soi Nineteenth Street. Northwest [JI 

m 
r lTY OR TOWN: rTATE : I 

;u 
CODE - -

I 0 Washing ton District of Columbia 08 ► 
-i 
m 

\ I 

.,, 
0 
;Q 

z 
'U 
V, 

C 
V, 

m 
0 
z 
r 
-< 



f7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
Excellent ~ Good 0 Fair 0 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) 

Altered O Unaltered ~ 

(Check pne) 

Deteriorated O Ruins 0 Unexpased 0 
(Check One) I Moved O Original Site I!!) 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. ( If known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE 

Hollywood Cemetery is situated on a bluff overlooking the James River direct y 
acrpss from Belle Isle. The soil is composed largely of clay bolstered by 
a considerable number of gravel beds, A stream fed by Clarke's Spring once 
cut into the bluff and with its tributaries formed several valleys which 
give the hilly character to the area. The main valley, running north to 
south along the eastern side of the burial ground,. is flanked on the west 
by three smaller ones at right angles, giving some formality to the land 
as seen on the map, but any regular pattern is unnoticeable on actual 
observation. The river front rises dramatically from the lower eastern 
stream bed to the high bluff at the western corner, and descends to the rive 
by a series of natural terraces. It is on the lowest terrace that the old 
James River and Kanawha Canal runs,. The stone Gothic chapel is placed 
at the original gate, a location deemed appropriate due to its being 11very 
favorable to an extensive view of the grounds.' ' Originally the chapel 
tower itself was the gate house, and a rough stone wall leading up to it VI 

was partially finished and planted with ivy to give the effect of a "ruin" m 
--a popular English Picturesque form. m 

John Notman laid out the roads to follow the contour of the land which 
produced two advantages: first, the grading and cutting of road beds 
was practically eliminated, except at two points; second, the possibility 
of creating views at the natural turns in the roads was increased. Notman 
recommended that rustic bridges be built over the small ponds created by a 
dam at the south end; a 1906 description seems to indicate that this was 
done: "Scattered here and there are a half-dozen lakes, a difference in 
t~_e_ elevation o_f t;he latter. formin,g ~n tw,o instances picturesque "<:7aterfalls, 
whi\e ornamental b~'icige's ·a.re 'found where'''ev'er -: the 's t't'uation . sugges'ts them. II 
These ponds a nd the _original b~idges have gone and the only identi(iable 
plantings t ha t ·r emai'.ri a're 'th'e rniagnoHas'· along the former ponds,. 1b·u1: · t he· 
sensitive planning of the drives and walks. do remain in the original forty
four acre a rea and the spirit of No tnian ~ s· 'ideas has been retained in the 
expansion of the burial grounds to the west along the river bluff. The 
furreral ·sculpture which has grown up in the ·hills and valleys also expresses 
the Romantic theme in their reproductions in stone of classic columns, tree 
stumps overgrown with ferns, and crosses composed of oak branches tied 
together with rope. The cemetery is also a text book of the famous Richmond 
ironwork of which the Gothic iron 11 cage" surrounding President Monroe's 
tomb is the most impressive. The plain stone sarcophagus is surrounded 
by four cast iron screens in the form of large lancet arches flanked by 
two smaller ones. Corner colonnettes topped by finials support an iron 
canopy which swells in an ogival curve up_ to a central three-tiered finial. 

A large dry-laid stone pyramid at the north end of the grounds marks the 
burying place of eighteen thousand Confederate dead. 
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f8. SI GN IFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian O 16th Century 0 
15th Century O 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATEIS) ([{Applicable and Known) 

18th Century 0 
19th Century ~ 

AREASDFSIGNIFICANCE (CheckOneorMore'!sApproprlate). . •.. 

Aboriginal Education . ·, I )□ I / Political .- .- . • , ··o 
' · I , , ., .. . Pr~~;'.tiric ' □ l • • -~ngi~~e'ring =- tr1" ·'. i R0eli~i~riiPhi! I' 

Historic O Industry O losophy 1K] 

Agriculture O Invention O Science 0 
Art raj Landscape Sculpture [» 

Commerce O Architecture lxJ Social/Human• 

Communications O Literature O itarian 0 
Conservation O Military O Theater 0 

Music O Transportation 0 

S TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Persona~es, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

20th Century 0 

, ' - ,· I • '. I, . .. 
u·~b-.,n Pl-.,nning . '-0 

• I · ol.; .. ~ '(Speci/yj . : I~ . 

graveyard 

Originally named Mount Vernon Cemetery, Hollywood was first planned in 1847 
when a group of Richmond business leaders formed a stock company to develop 
a "rural decorated cemetery'' for their city. However, it was not until 
1856 that the General Assembly approved the charter of the new company 
because so much friction has been engendered by adjoining property owners 
and others who feared adverse effects from the burying ground. By 1860 
Hollywood Cemetery was secure in the Richmond scene and was fast becoming 
the principal and most fashionable burying spot of the city. 

The success of Hollywood is due, by a large measure, to its site and plan 
as laid out by John Notman of Philadelphia. Originally a design for the 
plan had been forwarded in August, 1847, by a William H. Pratt, an architec1 
and superintending engineer of Green Mount Cemetery, near Baltimore. However, 
after a short time, Notman was asked to submit "a more complete and precise 
plan tham that which had been furnished by Mr. Pratt." Notman completed 

; h_:Ls __ plaris _in 1~48.,. a_n,d _the, .s1:t~. _was re_ady_ fqr _dedicat:Lcm in, _Jutte o_f 1&49. 
It should be remembered that Notman was a well-known architect and landscap1;r 
who ,had, _desi_gned three of the cottages. _at Prin,c_eton, U:ni~_ersi,ty _ as _w_~l.l_ as 
Laurel Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia and other cemeteries and parks in the 
middle years of the ninete~1;1:1:h _ceri.t~ry._ _ , . , . .. . _. 

The dates of construction for most of the entrance structures are indeed 
a mystery, because those ·spedified in Notmants plans were not built~·-- ·the 
bell tower of his design was never built, but the present one, to which 
a chapel was added in 1898, would probably have been acceptable to him. 
However, Notman's overall plans were followed quite closely as far as 
plantings, roadways, and to a certain extent in the idea of building up 
,:licturesque ponds of water. ~oday, Hollywood continues to display the 

. :'rural" beauty which made it so popular in the nineteenth ·century. Although 
=he more spectacular aspects of the grounds are gone--the fountains, ponds 

1 and the "ruin"--the basic combination of an excellent site and good planning 
/he lp it to retain its character. 

The fascinating array of nineteenth-centu-ry tombstones and memorials are an 
added feature of the Cemetery. The first burial occurred in July of 1848, 
and since that time Hollywood has been the scene of many interments of famo~s 
Virginians and others. In 1858 the General Assembly appropriated the money 
to have the remains of James Monroe moved to Richmond fr'om New York. This 
was undertaken, and the remains were reinterred on 5 July 1858, under an 
elaborate wrought-iron monument. In 1903 the remains of Mrs. Monroe and 
her daughter were brought to Hollywood and iaid by the President's side. 
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i9 , MAJOR 816LIOGRAPH ICAL REFERENCES 

"Mount Vernon Cemetery, II Richmond Whig, 17 June 1848. 
Ashbury Christian, Richmond 2 Her Past and Present (Richmond, 1912), p. 163. 
Historical Sketch of H.o ll~ood Cemetery (Richmond, 1893). 
F. J. Dallett, "John Notman, Architect, If The Princeton University Library 

Chronicle, vol. 20 (Spring, 1959), p. 137. 
Gilberta s. Whittle, "Hollywood," Richmond Times-Dispatch, 14 October 1906. 
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10. GE OGRAPHICAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

L A TITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R -OF LESS TH"'N Q!'c/.E•AC8E•, .. ,_ . 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees : Ml nl/fe& Seconds 

NW 0 . . 0 . . 0 . . 0 . .. 
: , .. ' NE 0 . . I ; ,O .' I j •. . : r t j I .. • I •• ( 

SE 0 . 0 . . 
SW Q . . 0 . . 

L I ST ALL STAT ES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OV E RLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

,. 

i;n. FO.RM PREPARED B.Y 
-,.,., - .. .. __ ... 

.. 
NAME AND TITLE : 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James w. Moody, Jr•, Direc to 
ORGANIZATION 

' DATE 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Cohimis"s ioi{ l . - l.1 ,I . 
' t ' i:. ·seht~mbet·· j, 196~ 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building :· ··, _ ..... . .. ... 
;:' ': I -;-, " -: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Richmond : I i I • l '·' Vindnia 
I , .,._,_. : 

45 
··12. STATE LIALSON OFFICER CE'RTIHCA1"ION NATl'0NA·L R&GI-STER VERIFICATION 

I I ~I • · ·- -· ··-- ··· --··· : 
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Registi;r; .• - ··"> .. , - ~ .,.. ',:·-- , ....... - ; 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

.. in the National Register and certify that it has been , ... .. ...... ,. . r• · r · ;" :1 · :-• " j - \ / 
evaluated ccord ing to the criteria end procedures s.~L ' . , ~: .. , ,: . '~ : 

- .. forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeoiogy and Historic Preservation .. 

level of significance of this nomination is; 

National ~ State □ Local □ .. . , . I . · •• : -
'. .. • I ~.' [r":I :.:. l .:.:\ (', ·. \) :.. , ' : ._, " I ...... .. ......... - .. -

,· Date ,!' 

Name 
ATTEST: .. .. 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi: sion 

.. ~ .. . , .. 
Keeper o{ The National Register . .. .. 

'Date Date 
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Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968) 

(Number •II ontrlH) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY· NOMINATIOM FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Vin!inia 
COUNTY 

Richmond (in cit.) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTl'IY NUMIIEl'I I OATE 

I 

8. Among other famous people buried in Hollywood are President John Tyler 
and his second wi fe, Matthew Fontaine Maury, Judge John W. Mason, 

President Jeffer son Davis and his wife, John Randolph of Roanoke, General 
J.E.B~ Stuart, Governor Fitzhugh Lee, and. numerous Confederate soldiers. . . 
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1Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Doc. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

IT- NAME . .. 

COMMON: Hollywood Cemetery 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Hollvwood Cemetery 

12. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

412 South Cherry Street 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Richmond 
STATE : I CODE I COUNTY: 

Virginia I 45 I (in cit.) 
/3 . MAP REf"ERENCE 

SOURCE: 

IU .S.G.S. 71:' 
2 ' 

quadrangle Richmond, Va. 
SC ALE: 1:24000 
DA TE: 1964 

14. R!:Q.UIREMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

----------- ----- - - - ---------
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

jl. NAM°E 
COMMON: Hollywood Cemetery 
AN DIOR HISTORIC: Hollvwood Cemetery 

12. LOCATION 
S TREET AND NUMBER: 

:i-12 South Cherrv Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Richmond 
STATE: I CODE . jcouN TY: 

'irQ"inia I 45 I ( in cit. ) 
13,. f>HOro R,..:FER-ENCE 

PHO TO CREDIT: 

DATE OF PHOTO: 

NEGATIVE FILED AT: 

14:· IDENT!F'ICATIOJII --DESC.R IBE VIEW , DIR EC Tl ON, ETC , 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY \ 
Richmond ( in cit.) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

I CODE 

I 760 

.. 

STATE 

Virginia 
COUNTY 

Richmond (in cit.) 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 

I CODE 

I 7f.O 

I 
' I 
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iUSGS, USC&GS, and City of Richmond = = 




