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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

[ NAME :

G OMMON

Williams-Brown House=-Store
AND OR MISTORIC:

b{ill_iams -Brown House=Store
[2. LOCATION

STRLETY AN NUMBER:

523 East Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Salem
ATATE 2 cope [COUNTY: CoDE
| Virginia ; 51 Roanoke 161
!3. CLASSEEATlON ¥
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
A
(Check One) OVNERSHIP STATYS TO THE PUBLIC
7] Distrier X Building [] Public Publio Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[] Site [] Structure | Private (] In Process [ Wnoccupied 33 Restricred
("] Object [] Both [(] Being Considered [} Prosevvanton wivl (] Unrestricted
‘ in progress 0 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[T] Agricultural [[] Government [C] Pork [C] Tronsportation [[] Comments
[) Commercial [7] Industrial [® Private Residence [%Olhar (Spoclfy)
[[] Educational [C] Military [] Religious fice
[T] Entertainment (] Museum [C] Scientific
fa. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S N AME:

FALVAS

William and Elizabeth B, Watts

STREET AND NUMBER:

2314 Patterson Avenue, S,W,

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:! cobE

BTUT3ITIA

| Roanoke Virginia 51
‘ LOCATIDN OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, RCGI!YR\’ OF DEEDS, ETC:
anmumwwmm%_
STREET AND NUMBER:

Corner of College and Main Streets

CITY OR TOWN!: | STATE CODE

avjouroy
TALNNOD

| Salem Virginia 51
IO. REPRE‘JENTATIONJ! EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1940 Federal [} Srate [C] County [] Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS!

Library of Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:

HIBNNN AxLNI

ATINO 35N SdN 304

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Washington D. C. 11

3Livo




[ BEscription

DESCRIDE THE PRAESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

T (Check One)
CONDITION i Exccl-!:ni {7l Good ‘._B_—d F air [7] Deteriorated ] Ruins [7] Unexposed
{Check One) {Check One)
‘I {R Altered ("} Unaltered [T1 Moved P9 Original Site

The L-shaped brick house-store 1s 2% storics high with a medium gable roof
and Fedcral-Greek Revival proportions. Most of the original building

is Flemish bond, The most significant architectural feature is the double
porch which is an integral part of the building's structurc. Chamfercd
cdges ending in lambs' tongues decorate the posts of the porch. The first
floor sawn-work balustrade 18 a later addition, but the simple, square posf
balustrade on the upper level is original., The brick arches at cither cend
provide access to the porch. The ceiling boards have Federal beaded edges
A fine Greek Revival doorway and thin-mullioned windows accent the facade
of the second floor living quarters. The openings on the first flcor

have been altered, but it is evident from the brickwork that their
original form was similar to those on the second floor, The windows and
doors have been influenced by the Greek Revival style while Federal
influence can be seen in the flatness of the decoration. The chimneys

on each side of the building are flush to the walls, A brick stairhall
was added at the back soon after the house was built., All original
windows have plaster sheathed lintels.

The original first floor plan consisted of one large rectangular room
with fireplaces at each end and a2 separate room in the ell, 1In 1930 the
stairway to the second floor was removed from the brick stairhall
addition and rebuilt in the ell on the east side of the building. The
second floor has a central hall and stairwell which divide two main rooms.
There is a separate room in the ell. The plan of the third floor is
similar to that of the second except there is a crawl-space over the two-
story ell., There is a full basement.
There are some original doors and mantels remaining. The original stairwaﬁ
to the third floor has a hand-hewn bannister and original ballusters.
Third floor rooms retain the original chair-rail mouldings. The original
interior lath and, plaster construction can be seen in the stairwell to
thethird floor.

y ot | S
Five insignificant frame additions have been added at the back over the
years,
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INSTRUCTIONS
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_ SIGNIFICANCE

I et a8 e A

PERIOD (Check Une or More as Appropriate)
{7} Pre-Columbion! 7] 16th Century [ 18th Century [J 20th Century
1 15th Century L) ¥74h Century K] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) Ca L8337

AREAS OF SiGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

+ vt

Abor iginal [ Education . [ Pelitica L1 Urban Ploming :

" [ Prehistorie” T U7 Engineering 1 .‘Raligion/PM..' " (X) Other (Specity)
7] Mistoric [J Industry losophy local history

{1 Agriculture 3 Invention ‘{J Science

Architecture (J Londscope ) Sculpture

O Aret Architecture {7 Socral/Humon-

B} Commerce 7 Literature itarian

7] Communications (] Mmilitary (C] Theater

O Conservation [ Music [T} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historically the Williams-Brown House-Store has always becen an important
landmark in Salem. Built around 1837, the storc prospered because of its
ideal location on Main Street, once part of the 'Great Road" West to
Tennessee and Kentucky. In 1876 it became solely a dwelling unit when a
store addition was added on the western side. At the death of the builder,
William C, Williams, who was also one of the builders of Salem's first
court house, the house-store was passed on to J. R, C, Brown, his son-in-
law, in whose family it remained until 1963, The Brown family has
continually been one of the most prominent in Salem.

A prominent local landmark, the Williams-Brown House-Store is one of the
best examples of early-ninctecenth century architecture remaining in the
historic town of Salem. The house-storc is also a rare survival of a
commercial building form that was once prevalent in the towns along the
Valley Pike., Of the few remaining cxamples of these double-porch-fronted
buildings, the Williams-Brown House-Store is one of the most sophisticated
architecturally, 1Its porches are incorporated into the main structure

of the building rather than attached'as'appendages. ‘The brick arches-at
the front corners of the side walls were used to make entrances to the comm
portion of the building'in line with-'the normal pedestrian flow. Archi-
tectural sophistication of the building is evident not only in the
carefully consistent over-all design but in the quality of the detail.
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. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES |

Jack, George, History of Roanoke County, Stone, Roanoke, Va., 1912, pp.
40-65,

McCauley, William, History of Roanoke County, Salem, Roanoke City, Vir inia,

and Representative Citizens. Biographical Publishing Co., Chicago, I11
1902, pp. 99-148 and 298-300. §-Lo., Chicage, '111s,

Works Projects Administration, Roanoke, Story of County and City, 1942,
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ]
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES o
BERNING. A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE prorerTy |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE Gk LT LONGI'!;UD“-:'
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ¢ ' i ® t * S7™ 17 *.38 “| 80 % 03 { i -OF
NE a . - o ' " .
SE‘ L] . " et o) w1 . ‘.“*" -1
Sw a ] . o 1] -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2/3 acre

lLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PRORERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COENTY BOUNDARIES

:!ThTE. 5 CODE COUNTY COOE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: R CODE COUNTY: CODE
b tida

1. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director

rﬁ- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF!CAHON

SNOIlDﬂHlSNf

ORGAMIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission zoduel o0 wl-wslsMay 2741971
STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street Office Building SO s DS e eyt o gd o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond e K Virginia 51

~ NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated sccording to the crileria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chilgf. Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [] State [R Local
\ /. L Ar—\ P |
Nukis / < :
artu’.- ¢ J 1 f}{‘f ATTEST:

James W. Moody, Jr., Dlreclor g
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission ‘ion .
] Keeper of The National Registar

Date u Late
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" Farm 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ATATE
{uly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Roanoke

PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

{Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER PATE

[T NAME

COMMON: M]' I Ijams-Brm!m HQ”se-Store

AND OR HISTORIC: mum:mn Houge=Store
[2. LocaTION R .

STREET AND NUM BER:

523 _East Main Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Salem

STATE, copE |COUNTY: CODE

Virginia 51 Roanoke 16l
[3._MAP REFERENCE ’

SOUKCE:

U.5.G.5. 7%', quadrangle Salem, Virginia

INSTRUCTIONS

ISCaLE: 1:24000

iDATE: 1963

SEE

4, REQUIREMENTS "

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
i, Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘| Virginia

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Roanoke

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

(Type all enfries - attach to or enclose with photegraph)

1" NAME

COMMON: Williams-Brown House-Store

AND/OR HISTORIC: Williams-Brown House-Store
[2. LocaTION T '

STREET AND NUMBER:

523 EFast Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Salem

STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE

_ Virginia 51 Roanoke 161
B. PHOTO REFERENCE :

INSTRUCTIONS

PHOTO CREDIT! Wendv French

DATE 0° PHOTO: 19771 o

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Hollins College

SEE

‘ Jdollins, Virginia
[4. IDENTIFICATION »

DESCHIEE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the south.
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