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11. NAME 
CO >.IM ON 

Williams - Brown House-Store ---
AN O OR lil S TORICt 

W i 11 iams - Brown. House-Store 
~LOCATION 

51 ll I T "N NU ... OER1 

523 East Main Street 
CITY OR TOWN• 

Salem 
STA re I COOE ICOUNTV, I CODE I 

Virginia I 51 I Roanoke I 161 
[J."""' CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(C/tt,c/t Ont,) 

OWNERSHIP STATU 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

D Ols1rlc1 lxJ 8ul ldlng 0 Public Publlo Ac qui sltlont IE Occupied Yes : 

D Sit" 0 Struc ture Im Prlvote D In Procen 0 .Unoc:.cupiod 
Ruttlc:1od 

[1 Object D Both 0 Being Considered 0 P,eservorion work D Unres 1rl c:ted 

In progress 0 No 

PR S!>;NT usr (Check Ono or Morr trn App,opr/1110) 

rJ Agricultur~I D Government D Pork 0 Tronsporrotion 0 Comments 
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Historic American Buildings Survey .. 
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1940 lx1 Federal 0 S1ote 0 County 0 Loc:ol 
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0 
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CITY OR TONN: STATE: CODE - '--
.-
-< 

Washin~ton D. c. 11 0 ,. .. 
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The L-shaped brick house-s to.re is 2!, stories high with a medium gable roof 
and Federal-Greek Revival proportions. Most of the original building 
is Flemish bond. The most significant architectural feature is the double 
porch which is an integral part of the building's structure. Chamfered 
C'dg,•s l'n<linp, in lambs I tongues decorate the posts of the porch. 11t<' first 
floor sawn-work balustrade is a latPr addition, but the simple, square posl 
balustrade on the upper level is original. The brick arches at C'ither end 
provide access to the porch. TI1c ceiling boards have Federal beaded edges 
A fine Greek Revival doorway and thin-mullioned windows accent the facade 
of the second floor living quarters. The openings on the first floor 
have been altered, but it is evident from the brickwork that their 
original form was similar to those on the second floor. The windows and 
doors have been influenced by the Greek Revival style while Federal 
influence can be seen in the flatness of the decoration. The chinmeys 
on each side of the building are flush to the wall~, A brick stairhall 
was added at the back soon after the house was built. All original 
windows have plaster sheathed lintels. 

The original first floor plan consisted of one large rectangular room 
with fireplaces at each end and a separate room in the ell. In 1930 the 
stairway to the second floor was removed from the brick stairhall 
addition and rebuilt in the ell on the east side of the building. The 
second floor has a central hall and stairwell which divide two main rooms. 
There is a 
similar to 
story ell. 

' 

separate room in the ell. The plan of the third floor is 
that of the second except there is a crawl-space over the two­

There is a full basement. .. 
There arc some origiru,.l doors and mantels remaining. The original stairwa:• 
to the third. floor has a ha.nd:-hewn J>annister and original ballusters. 
Third floor rooms retain the original chair-rail mouldings. The original 
.interi9:r lath anq., plastei:. const.ruction can be seen in the stairwell to 
thethird floor. 

I 

Five insignificant frame additions have been added at the back over the 
years. 
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&:'""s1GNIFIC,t.NCE 
t.::.._. ···············-~----~-------·--·-·--·----~-------------------i 

"'F.l'CIOO (Chf'rl< On .. ar More•• APflroprlnl") 

0 P,e-Colu,mblon I 
0 15,h Century 

CJ 16th Centu•y 

[:\ \7th Centu•y 

[J 18th Century 

r,tJ 19th Century 

[J 20th Century 

,-~------------------------........ .,,.._,-----------------------1 
SPECll'"IC DATl':ISI (tfAppffcable andKnmvn) c. 1837 
•. RllAI OF Stf;NIFICANCIC CCltec:lr One or More •• Approprlale) 

Abo, iglnal D Educ:otion D 
0 f'r•hl1torle1 ' "'o En11in..,,1·,,9 

.·.• 

0 
0 Hlttarlc; D lndu1try 

D Agriculture 0 lrwention ·o 
Iii Architecture 0 Loncl1cop• 0 
0 Art Arc::hftecture 0 
~ Comm•rce D Llterolure 

0 Cammunlcati on• 0 Military D 
D C an1ervatlon 0 Mu1ic [l 

STATEMENT OF !lllGNIFICANCE 

I '. 
. rolftical .. 
Religion/Phi. 

losaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Sac,a 1/Humon• 

itorian 

Theater 

T ransportalion 

Cl U•ban Planning 

IKJ Other (Specify) 

local history 

Historically the Williams-Brown House-Store has always been an important 
landmark in Salem. Built around 1837, the store prospered because of its 
ideal location on Main Street, once part of the "Great Road" West to 
Tennessee and Kentucky. In 1876 it became solely a dwelling unit when a 
store addition was added on the western side. At the death of the builder, 
William C. Williams, who was also one of the builders of Salem's first 
court house, the house-store was passed on to J. R. c. Brown, his son-in­
law, in whose family it remained until 1963. The Brown family has 
continually been one of the most prominent in Salem. 

A prominent local landmark, the Williams-Brown House-Store is one of the 
best examples of early-nineteenth century architecture remaining in the 
historic town of Salem. The house-store is also a rare survival of a 
connncrcial building form that was once prevalent in the towns along the 
Valley Pike, Of the few remaining examples of these double-porch-fronted 
buildings, the Williams-Brown House-Store is one of the most sophisticated 
architecturally. Its porches are incorporated into the main structure 
of the building rather than attached'asiappendagcs. ·The brick arches·at 
the front corners of the side walls were used to make entrances to the conm~rci.s 
portion of the building·in line with-'the normal pedestrian-flow. 'Archi­
tectural sophistication of the building is evident not only in the 
carefully c.aisis<ent over-all design but in the quality of the detail. 

··' 
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
STREE T ANO NUMBER: 
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tlonal lli,;toric P reserve! ion Act of l'l66 (Public Law 

89..665), T hereby nominate Lhis property for inclnsion 
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11. NAME 
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12. LOCATION 
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--5.23-Fast Majn St:ceet 
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tSalem 
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quadrangle Salem, Virginia 
SCALE: 1:24000 
' 
!oATE: 1963 
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 
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COMMON: Williams-Brown House-Store 
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Snl<'m , Va . .. ~~~~rnncle (Scale :1: 24000) 
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