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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pembroke Manor house is built along the lines of a classic Virginia
Georgian mansion., 1Its superb brick walls are laid in Flemish bond both
above and below a quarter-round water table. An unmolded belt course
surrounds the house between the first and second floors. Regrettably, the
walls are badly marred in sections as a result of later openings. Curiously
rubbed and guaged splayed arches appear only over the openings on the entrat
facade. Most of the original window frames have survived, but the original

sash has been replaced by one-over-one sash. Characteristic of sophisticated

Georgian houses, the second floor windows were shorter than those of the
first floor, but unfortunately the level of the second floor has been
lowered so as to make the size of all the windows the same, causing the
loss of a subtly calculated aesthetic effect. The front doorway probably
was unembellished except for rubbed brick dressings, but the door is now
topped by a wooden segmental pediment supported on pilasters, all of which
appear to be of twentieth=century origin. The whole building is covered
by a relatively shallow hipped roof from which project two interior
chimneys. The roof is surrounded at its base by a fine modillion cornice.

On the north side of the house just below the belt course is an interesting
series of inscribed bricks which contain initials in th;Rfollowing order:

tEs MsS IS SS MS W
1764

In plan, Pembroke is similar to the Wythe House, consisting of two rooms
on either side of a central hall, upstairs and down. The interior has
been altered considerably, so that of the original woodwork only several
doors and their frames, panelled wainscoting in some of the rooms, and
possibly some floors, survive. The surviving woodwork is plain but of
fipﬁ quality. e
Unfortunately, Pembroke'g setting has been ruined by the development of
"its lands’ into an ordinary housing project. The house now stands in the
center of a traffic circle set amidst a sea of characterless dwellings.
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STA'I’P_'MENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

Much of what came to be the Pembroke Manor estate was included in the
original grant, called the Grand Patent, acquired by Adam Thoroughgood in
1635. The land was divided by his descendants who in turn sold sections
of it to later settlers. It has not been established when a part of this
land was first called Pembroke Manor, nor why this particular name was
chosen. Pembroke Manor was occupied from the seventeenth century, but the
present house is the only existing ear.y structure of the original Pembroke
Manor tract. It is assumed that the present house was built by Captain
Jonathan Saunders, the third generation of the Saunders family tg live

at Pembroke. A brick on the north side of the house inscribed1§62 almost

certainly refers to Jonathan Saunders and his wife Elizabeti. (Thoroughgood),
and the construction date of the house. The subjects of th.. six other
initialed bricks in this interesting series have not been p--.tively
identified, but they probabiy refer to other members of the :zwnily.

At Captain Saunders' death in 1765, his son John inherited the estate.

A loyalist, John Saunders was officiaily declared a "Bristish Subject"

by the Princess Anne County Committee of Safety in 1779 and his lands
declared escheat. He later became a captain of the British Army and was
wounded at the Battle of Brandywine. Following the war he settled in New

| Brunswick, Canada., In 1781 Thomas Jefferson, as Governor of Virginia,

sold the Saunders estate to Henry Kellam of Princess Anne County. From
1796 to the present Pembroke Manor has been bought and sold numerous times.

Obscured until recently by curious two-story galleries which surrounded
the house, Pembroke became one of Virginia's forgotten Georgian mansions.
As a result, Pembroke has never achieved the recognition it deserves as a
significant achievement of colonial Virginia building. Architecturally,
the house is related to the group of Virginia mansions whose designs are
often attributed to Richard Taliaferro., This group includes Wilton,
Carter's Grove, Elsing Green, Powhatan, and especially the Wythe House
which Pembroke closely resembles.
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U.5.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000)
Kempsville, Va. (1955) .
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