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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE, NIZt-J.t 7~/ 1'/ (Rc,v 6-72) NATIONAL. PARK SERVICE Virginia 
COUNTY, 

NATIONAL R EGI ST ER Or HISTORIC PLACES Fairfax (in city) 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

( Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

11. _~AME -
COMMON : 

1<S'l,. \ Fairfax County Court House 000 3 - Oo t> 
ANOI OR 11s-:-o,11c, 

. 

f-2. LO~AT!ON " 
., ' s f 

' ·;. ·.-: -.•. 

STREET AN D. NUMBER: 

li.nQQ Chain Brid2"e Road 
, l . 

CITY OR TOWN , . CON GRESSION AL DIS TRICT : 

Fairfax ' Tenth: Joel T. Brovhill 
STA TE I COUNTY: ' I CODE CODE 

I 51 (in city) 
. 

1600 Vir2"inia -
IJ. CLASSiFICA T-ION < ·- "'~"ill' .fJ.~ ~x.· V : . , 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESS IBLE 

(Clleck Un e) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District IBl Bui I ding [)l Public Public Acquisition: ffil Occupied Yes : 

D Site i:J Structure 0 Private D In Process D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

D Obje; t 0 Both 0 Being Consid•red 0 Prese.rvation work ~ 
Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One o r More es Appropriate) 

D Agricultural ~ Government D Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial D Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educati o~al D Military D Religious 

D Entertai nment D Museum D Scientific 

f'4- QY(NER OF PROPERTY :-..., >:;_ ,.. ,,.. ;./''*- ,;;i";' / ' ci'' !~·> ,, 
' .--'<., •:.:,-:Pit' 

3i, ,< ,- . ,, 
OWNER•s NAME: Ill 

<! 
-; 

Fairfax 
. ,,. 

County I-'• -; 

STREET ANO NU MB ER: . 11 ".' aq 
I-'• 
::I 

CITY OR TO't",'N: STAT,E: CODF 
I-'• 
ll> 

Fairfax Virgini~ 51 
l,S:\ .J.QCATION OF (,. ~G_~L DE~<'.;RIPTION ·,,·- -· '' , •.. ,, ) " ·;r . , "' - .. 

COURTHOUSE . REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: >rj I-'"' 
Ill ::,o 

Fairfax County Court House . I-'• C 
Ii 0 2 

ST.REET AND NUMBER: 
I-hi-'~ 

4000 Chain BridQ'e Road ~4" 
'-" CITY OR TO 'N N: STATE CODE 

Fairfax Virginia 51 
f6'.:~ ~]~,!_?E5E_l)IJ:ATJQ_N IN e·x1sT1NG SUR.VEYS ".;<,. ·-~~\•.~r · l? ~ .... ~;f,;:ti,-~ ·;7~~"{. .~'0.·.-._-·-· ~ '';,"" " .) , 

·- ,.:.,. 

TITLE OF SURVEY: fl1 
z 

Historic .American Buildings Survey Inventorv 
-; 
:n -n 

ra Fed era I 0 0 County 0 Local 
-< 0 DATE OF SURVEY : 1958 State z ;o 

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: C: z ;: -u 
Library of Congress CD "' rn C :n 

"' STREET ANON MBER: m 
0 
z 

C ITY OR TOWN: STATE, CODE ..__ - r 
-< 

Washington D. c. 11 0 
> 
-; 
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f7 . DESCRIP T ION 

0 Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

... .. 
,. 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION -- ---·-,---- - - --------- -----1 

I 
(Check One) (Check One) 

L';g Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved Qf Originr,I Site 

DE SC RIBE THE PRESENT AN O ORI GINAL (i( known) PHYSICA L APPEA R ANC E 

The original Fairfax County courthouse building was constructed 
in 1799, after a design by James Wren, a native of King George County, 
long-time resident of Fairfax County and descendent of Si~ Christopher 
Wren. The court house can best be described a:s a modified town-hall type 
structure and was the prototype for many other Virginia court houses. 

The two-story Flemish bond brick building's entrance is through 
the center bay of the three-bay arcaded gable end. An octagonal cupola, 
surmounted by a finial and weathervane, crowns the roofline. The cupola is 
set back behind the arcade, located between the third and fourth bays of 
the four bay southern facade. The roof is shingled. Three slender interior 
chimney stacks rise from the roof: one located at the peak of the roof on 
the facade; the others, are found parallel to the arcade to the north and 
south of the cupola. The ground floor fenestration consists of double-hung 
twelve-over-twelve sash while the second floor windows are double hung 
twelve-over-eight sash. A stone belt course girdles the arcade at the 
springpoints of the arches and each arch is surmounted by a stone keystone. 
A round fan vent graces the apex of the facade gable. 

The courthouse interior was restored from 1964-1967 under the 
supervision of Mr. Walter Macomber, restoration architect. Only three 
items in the interior of the building are original - a beam and two of the 
columns supporting the balcony. The most important architectual features 
of the restored two-story court chamber include the carved paneling, blind 
pedimented architrave behind the judge's seat, the jury box, the fireplaces 
and the balcony. The brick flooring of the foyer and the wooden flooring 
of the spectator section and judicial area is graduated. The pinewood 
benches in this section are pews from the Jerusalem Baptist Church (Payne's 
Chapel) near Fairfax Station which were moved to the courthouse during the 
reconstruction era. An unadorned banister partitions off the space res erved 
for the counselors tables, judge's bench and witness and jury boxes. The 
plain, open staircases and banisters leading to the balcony and jury room 
reflect the Federal style. Beneath one staircase is a closet and under the 
othe r is a staircase which descends to a small barren basement which 
accomodates a modern mechanical equipment system. 

J.L.F. 
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~. SIGNIFICANC'E . . 
' . 

PERIOD (Check One?' More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbianf O l6rh c.,ntury 

0 1 Sth C~ntury O 17th Century 

Ul. 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

0 · 20th Century 

SPECIFIC OA T Elsl (If App l icable and Known) 1799-1800 
AREAS OF SIGN\ Fl CANCE: (Check One or More a s Appropriale) 

Abar iginal D 
D Prehistoric D 
D Historic D 

D Agriculture D 
Kl Archi lecture D 
D Art 

D Commerce D 
D Comm uni coti ons ~ 
D Conservation D 

E due a ti on IBJ 
Engineering D 
Indus try 

lnventi on D 
Lt1nd s cape D 

Architecture D 
Literature 

Milirary 0 
Music D 

Political 

Religion/ Phi. 

lasophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human· 

itorian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 Urban Planning 

[:ik: Other (Specify) 

hi story · 
government 

S TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-

Although the Fairfax County cour-thouse was constructed at the 
conclusion of the eighteenth century, it achieved its main historical 
significance during the War Between the States. Designed by James Wren, 
the courthouse is significant architecturally as a transition from the 
one-story arcaded-front colonial courthouse typified by those of Hanover 
and King William Counties, to the later, two story Roman Revival examples 
such as the Madison and Page County courthouses. 

The County Seat of Fairfax County was forced to move from 
Alexandria when that city was incorporated into the federal capital·. 
The search for a new courthouse site was completed when in May, 1798, a 
group of commissioners was appointed to inspect a site consisting of f our 
acres owned by Richard Ratcliffe at Earp's Store. The deed was recorded 
on June 27, 1799. 

Work began on the site in January 1799, after a design by James 
Wren, credited with the designs of Christ Church in Falls Church, Christ 
Church in Alexandria and the Pohick Church. John Bogue, an immigrant 
carpenter and builder, and his partner, Mungo Dykes, constructed the 
building and the County took possession on January 27, 1800. Earp's Stor ? 
was renamed Providence and a town was laid out adjacent to the Little 
River Turnpike, although development during the next few decades was very 
slow. 

The war years of 1861-1865 made the operation of nonnal civil 
government in Northern Virginia impossible. The courthouse was, for the 
most part, on the front lines of both opposing camps.· In May, 1861, a 
company of Warrenton Rifles established a camp at Fairfax Court House. 
-On the morning of June 1, 1861, a body of Union Cavalry rode through 
Providence, and in the confused exchange of fire which followed, a captai1~ 
of the Rifles, John Quincy Marr, became the first battle casualty of the 
War. 

In the spring of 1862, the Confederate Army retired from Fairfax 
Court House to its line of fortifications at Centreville. From this time 
until the end bf the War, pnion troops remained in nominal control of thi , 
important crossroads and court house. Irreguiar Confederate troops plagu d 
the Union Anny in this area. This fact was dramatised in the famous raid 
on Fairfax County Court House by Gene:r;-al John: s. Mosby when, on the night 
of M~rch 3, 1863, he, with about thirty men, captured and carried off 
Union General F.dwin H. Stoughton, thirty-three prisoners, and a large 
number of horses and quantity of supplies. From 1863 until the end of 
the War, there were continuous guerrila raids. 

The task of renovating the courthouse after the War Between the 
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States was extensive. A report in the Alexandria Gazette of October 17, 1862 
states that, "The interior of the courthouse of Fairfax County has been entirely 
destroyed. Nothing remains of the building but the walls and the roof." 
Gradual renovation continued until about 1900. A major refurbishment occurred 
in 1920. 

In 1930-31, an addition was constructed on the south side at the 
rear of the original courthouse. In this process, the Clerk's Office, 
constructed in 1854, was destroyed. Twenty years later, in 1951-53, the 
courthouse was expanded again with the addition of a center block, and another 
wing identical with the original and first addition segments. Restoration of 
the original court house was carried out from 1964-1967. 

Valuable historic records from the beginning of the court system 
are preserved in the Clerk's Office today. The original wills of George and 
Martha Washington, along with historical deeds, wills and slave manumissions 
are protected here. 

J.L.F. 
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l·t O. GE OGR APHICAL DATA ·- •\·~;; .... ~-------'-'-------- ---------.,,--.-- --- ---'-- --c-c-----------,"'---·-

LAT I TUDE AND l 0NGITUDE COORDINATES 

DE F INING A HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODER T Y 

1-----,,----- ·- ----...---- - --- ----
CORN ER L A T I T U DE LONGITUDE 

Deg re e s Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . " 0 . " 
NE 0 . .. 0 . " 
SE 0 . . 0 . .. 
SW 11 I . 0 . . 

L ~ Tl TU[)E A"'JC' LC\N GI T'JDE CO O RDINATES 

0 DEFINING Th1...:. <..t. r.; T~R POIN I OF A ?r<O P ERTY 

R---· ___ __ o _F_L_E_s_s_T_H--.A_N_ T_ F _N_ A _c_R_E_s _____ _ 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

38° 50 . 45 • 77 0 18' 26" 

APPROX IMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than an acr e. 
!L l !!T A L L ST AT ES AN D COUNT I ES FOR PROPF R TJES OVERLAP P ING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE : C O DE COUNTY CODE 

~ T A TI!: CODE COUNTY : CODE 

S T ATE : CODE COUN TY: CODE 

ST A TE : COD E C O U NTY: CODE 

fin . F ORM PRE PARED BY .-... 
.'.''>:;. i ,•. ,. . 

NAME A ND TITLE : 

Virginia Hi s toric Landmarks Commission St- ::i.f f 

I
DATE 

April, 1973 
ORG A NI Z A Tf O N 

Virginia His toric Landmarks Cormn.i~~ioTI . 
STREET A NO NUMBER: 

Room 1116 Ninth StreP.t St-"t-"' Office Building 
CITY OR TOWN: S TATE CODE 

Richmond Virg i nia _ 51 
[ r2. STATE LI AI SON OFF ICER CE.-R---11-F~l..,<;_A_T_IO-N~' -" .......,-.;- "'*-:c .. -n----............... N-:-A-T7107 N:-:-A.:-:-_:~l RE GI STER VF.R!.P IC~Tl.ON 

As the designated Sta te Lia ison Officer for the Na 

tional His to ric Pre servation Act of 1966 (PubHc Law 

89--665), I here by nomina te this property for inclus ion 

in the N a tional Register and certify that it has .been 

"va l uat e d a ccordin.: t o the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nationa l Park Servic e . The recomme nde d 

leve l of si gnifica nc e . of this ~omination is: 

Nat i onal O State ~ Local 0 

Name --- --- - --- --- --------
Junius R. Fishburne, Jr~, Director 
Virginia Historic Landmarks COnnnissio1 
T itle - --- --- --- - - ---------

NOV 20 1973 
Date-- - --- - - --- - ----- ----

I hereby certify that this prnperty is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D·,.fe --------------------

ATTEST: 

lf.eeper of The N a tional R e gi s ter 

Date----- - ---- ----------

R U.5 , GOVERNMENT PRJHTJNG OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1 
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Virginia 
COUNTY 

Fairfax (in citv) 
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ENTRY NUM,8ER I DATE 

.. I 
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" ·,, .. 

w 
I.LI 

u. 
SCALE: 

s. G. s. 
1·24000 

7 1/2 1 quadrangle Fairfax. · vir~inia 

O AT'' : lCJ66 
/4. , REQUIR.EME.NiS '" 

·y I y ... ~·-Y': ~t .. 
' •",:.: :; 

TO .BE INCLUDED ON AL• -MAPS 

V) 

l. Propcrt}' broundorias whore required. 
2. North arrow. 

3. Lotitude end longitude reference. 

* U.<i. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE , . 
, 1973 729-148 / 1441 3-1 
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Vir i n ia 

rHOTO CREDIT: 

O ATE or rHOTO: 

EGATIVE FILEO AT: 

View from East-South-East. 
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