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The Exchange Hotel, facing north, stands opposite the south end of 
Main S trcet, Gordonsville, inunediately beyond the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad 
tracks. Adjacent to the west is the old road from Gordonsville to the town 
of Louisa. 

The building, a good example of late Gre0k Revival architecture, 
is 47 feet long and 35 feet deep, with a second-story columned veranda 
extending 9 feet out from the front and another, 8 feet out from the rear. 
There are three stories with a low hipped roof, the walls of the first or 
ground floor being of brick and the walls of the second and third floors of 
wood. There are two interior chimneys. Basically, the design of the 
structure is that of central halls on each floor with two rooms on either 
side on each floor. An exception is the southwest room on the first floor 
which extends through to the southeast room, including.what would otherwise 
be hall space. The twelve principal rooms each have a fireplace. Many have 
original mantels. 

The windows have shouldered architrave trim and paneling below. 
An interesting feature is a door dividing the hall on the main or second 
floor. It has a rectangular transom and sidelights. The main stair from 
the second to the third floor originally had a substantial and handsome 
newel. Ornamental brackets beneath the treads remain. 

Access is through front and rear doors leading into the hall on 
the first or ground floor and the large southwest room •. There are also 
doors into the first floor rooms on the front. That into the room on the 
northeast corner was converted from a window. Originally, a flight of steps 
led from the ground up to the second-floor veranda on the front. This was 
apparently the principal entrance. A brick walk went out from this to the 
railroad tracks. 

With the exception of the large southwest room··,m the first floor, 
the rooms are approximately sixteen feet square and those on the second or 
main floor, in particular, are high ceilinged. 

There is a two-story brick dependency in the yard to the east, 
which may antedate the main building. It has a central chimney and four 
rooms. 
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The Exchange Hotel is the most important surviving building, 
architecturally and historically, in Gordonsville. 

It stands on or near the site of a tavern erected at the tenninus of 
the Louisa Railroad when that line was extended to Gordonsville in 1840. 
This was on land belonging to Robert King, son-in-law of Nathaniel Gordon 
from whom a post office took its name in 1813. The name was maintained for 
the town which later grew up around the post office and the railroad depot. 

The tavern burned in 1859, and Richard F. Omohundro, owner of the 
property, arranged for the building of the present Exchange Hotel. Complete1! 
in 1860, the hotel was quite probably the work of Benjamin F. Faulconer, a 
master builder who constructed a number of other noteworthy structures in 
Gordonsville both before and after the War Between the States. 

The Exchange was an elegant stopping place for railroad and other 
travelers for the few months remaining before the outbreak of hostilities in 
1861. Possibly in 1861 and certainly by June, 1862, the hotel became part 
of what was known as the Gordonsville Receiving Hospital. In September 1862 
it was described as "in the use and occupancy of the military authorities of 
the Confederate states of America 11 (Orange County Court Records, Deed Book 
No. 45, p. 499). 

Some idea of the magnitude of the part played by the Gordonsville· 
Receiving Hospital may be had from the fact that it admitted more than 23,00) 
wounded in less than one year, more than 6,000 in one month. It is believed 
that the hotel building was used as quarters for the surgeon-in-charge, Dr. 
Brewcrton Monroe Lebby, and at least some of the assistant surgeons, and als,> 
for operating rooms. 

: After the war the Exchange again resumed its role as a hotel. luring 

lthe 1870's the town flourished and the scene of Negro won,en balancing on 
their heads platters of succulent fried chicken and other delicacies as they 
met the trains remains an indelible memory. Dr. George W. Bagby, well-known 
Virginia author and humorist, captured the hospitality of Gordonsville and 
its hotels, including the Exchange, when he called the town "the chicken-leg 

.centre of the universe." 

i 

The hotel was later converted into a private residence and then into 
apartments. After many years of vacancy, the Exchange was acquired by 
Historic Gordonsville, Inc. and will be restored in a manner b~fitting one 
of the few surviving hotels of the immediate antebellum period in Virginia. 
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.9. MAJOf~ Bll3LIOGRAPHICAL RHERENCES ...... -~-- -~=--··----~--~-----------~--~--------~ ...... ~....;.. ...... ....;...._.... _________ -' 
Orange County, Virginia Court Records. Will books, deed books, and court 

order and minute books. Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Orange County. Orange, Virginia. 

Orange County, Virginia Land books. Virginia State Library. Riclunond, Va. 

Thomas, William H.B. Gordonsville, Virginia: Historic Crossroads~
Verona, Virginia, 1971. References to the above-cited records 
and other prunary sources and secondary works will be found in 
this history of Gordonsville. _ _.. _________ ~ 
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ORGANIZATION OATE: 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law 

89-f>65), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

Pvaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 1 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State ~ Local 0 

I Name ---------------------

j Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.,Director 
!Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

Title --------------------

I hereby certily that tfiis property is included in the 

N11tiona l Register. 

Director, Ollice of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

D,~te --------------------

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 
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