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Waterford Historic District, Waterford, Virginia 

Waterford is a splendid and little-altered example of a small inland 
18th-century and early 19th-century mill town that is s t i l l preserved 
in its completely unaltered rural setting. Growing in three distinct 
stages - in 1750, 1800, and 1812 - each area of the expanded town 
is richly illustrated with good architectural examples of the typical 
buildings of that particular period. Waterford s t i l l has approxi
mately 90 stone, brick, wood, and log historic structures. Of these 
25 date from the 18th century, 40 are of the period 1801 to 1835, 
15 were erected between 1836 and 1853, and 10 date from the 
1854-1882 period. 

There are almost no modern intrusions within tbe village itself and 
the beautiful original rural setting around the town has been 
preserved intact. The 90 surviving historic structures are constructed 
of a wide variety of building materials, including fieldstone, brick, 
frame, and log construction, and are comprised of good examples of 
typical Georgian, Federal and Greek Revival architecture. 

The Waterford Foundation, a non-profit organization founded by a 
group of local residents in 1943, is dedicated to restoring the 18th 
and early-19th-century mill town as nearly as possible to its original 
appearance. The foundation has acquired approximately 10 of the 
original buildings and restored them; it has also successfully 
encouraged and assisted individual home owners in the restoration of 
their houses. Each October the Waterford Foundation sponsors a 
house tour and crafts exhibits of Waterford as a means of raising 
funds for the restoration project. 

NSHSB: 1/6/70 
CWS 



of National £i,?;nific-ince 

Vfaterford Iiistoric Dl2trict, Virginia 

Locaticn: Loudoixn County, 7 miles northwest of Leesburg. rforth'-rest 
frod Leesburs on State Route 7 for 3*2 miles, then right 
on State Route 9 '̂cr 0.7 fr.iles, and r i ^ t (north) on County 
Route 662_̂ 3-6 ;r.iles to the to™. 

(h-mership: Vcrious, private and public. Mr. Douglas N. Myers, County 
Supervisor J V/aterford, Virginia 22190. 

Boundaries of the Historic District: The bo^andaries are shotm on the 
attached map which was included as part of tlie iJational Register of 
Historic Places Inventory-Noraination Foria for Waterford Historic District 
and approved on June 3) 19^9' 

Stateaent of Significance 

Waterford i s a splendid and l i t t l e - a l t e r e d example of a small 
inland iSth-centur?/ early 19th-century trd.ll tovm that is s t i l l preserved i n 

it s completely unaltered rural setting. Growing i n three distinct stages 
- in 1750, 1800, and l8l2 - each area of the expanded toim i s richly-
Illustrated with good architectural exaciples of the typical buildings of 
that particular period. l/aterford s t i l l has approxiciately 90 stone, brick, 
wood, and log historic structures. Of these 25 date froa the l3th centtir:.', 
Uo are of the period 1301 to 1335, 15 vere erected between IS36 and 1C53» 
and 10 date fror.: the l35'f-l382 period. 

History 

In 1733 Anos Janney, a Quaker froa Bucks County, Pennsylanla, 
moved to Prince V/illlain County (nov Loudoun County), Virginia, and bu i l t 
a house near the banks of Catoctin Creek, at the future site of ITaterford. 
By I j k l he had induced a nitnber of other Qualiers froa Bucks County to join 
him In Virginia; he had also erected a c i l l l Just across the streaii frou 
the cite of the prccent enc, ̂  c rTi^^T''c ^c—ec, 3. ''+v>-"-̂  and. l'^~ Qv"-"'"r 
neeting house, located about half a mile east of the a i l l . The snail 
coca^mity, vhich also included four or five other dwellings, was then kno-m 
M JUiSftovn. ̂  

^ The existing large three-story brick m i l l Is a merchant flour m i l l 
that was erected i n I83O and Is the third m i l l structure to stand near the 
site of the original m i l l . 

The original settlement was located In the northeast portion of 
Waterford at the Junction of F i r s t , Itoln, and Bond Streets 



The f i r s t expansion of th.e town occiarred in 1750j v;hen Malilon 
Janney inherited his father's m i l l and lends, lie divided a portion of the 
land into house lots and laid out Main Street, from i t s junction with F i r s t 
Street on the west, to i t s intersection with Second Street on the east. 
The enlarged village was renajr.ed Wo.terford in 1750, after Waterford, Ireland 
- the forrr.er hor.e of oiin of the settlers. In I76I the old ::;eeti-'g house was 
replaced by the existins two-story fieldstone structure, -./-hich also served 
as the tô .m h a l l . The second expansion of the town occurred in 1300, -..-hen 
Main Street vas again extended eastward up the h i l l as far as IliĜ 'i Street. 
Existing historic houses alon^ this portion of Main Street generally date 
froi.i the period 13C0-1615. The Virsinia Assembly issued the f i r s t chai*ter, 
for the town i n I80I. The corruTiunity '-.'as incorporated in l o l l and a to'.m 
council was for:.ied. The third and f i n a l expansion of the tovm took place 
i n 1812 when two new parallel streets, Second and High Street, were l a i d out 
- running fî om Main Street on the north to Factory Street on the south, and 
the land in this addition was divided into quarter-acre house lots. In 
181k a Presbi^erian Church was constructed on land i n the nev; addition, v;hlch 
was then Icnown as "New Tovm." 3 

By 183U Waterford was a flourishing l i t t l e : . i i l l village * l t h 70 
dv7ellinj houses, two churches, six stores, tv;o free schools, one cerehant 
flour a i l i ; one saw, grist, and plaster n i l l j tv/o sr.all cotton ndlls, a 
woolen factor;'-, a banlc, and four taverns. Its population of about UOO 
Included one tanner, tv.'o house joiners, tv/o cabinet makers, one ch.;iir nial:er, 
one painter, one boot-and-shoe ;.ianufacturer, tv/o hatters, one ta i l o r , and 
three doctors. The Baptists erected their existing church in 1352 and the 
Methodists constructed their present structui-e i n l379« 

During the C i v i l War, sentir.ent i n Waterford vas strongly pro-
Union, and a group called the Loudoun Rangers v/as recruited fron: vfeterford 
and neighboring Lovettsville to fight for the Union cause. Althou,-li several 
skirminishes vere fought i n or near tov/n and control of the v i l l a j e changed 
hands a nutiber of times, the buildings of '.Waterford suffered l i t t l e physical 
damage during the v/ar. 

Condition 

!niere are alr.iost no modern . intrusions within the village i t s e l f 
and the beautiful original rural setting around the tov/n has been preserved 
intact. The 90 surviving historic structures are constructed of a V7ide 
variety of b\illding naterials, including fieldstone, brick, frair.e, and. log 
construction, and are co:."prlsed of good examples of typical Georgian, Federal 
and Creek Revival architecture. 

The Waterford Foundation, a non-profit organization foT.mded by a 
group of local residents i n 19'6? is dedicated to restoring the iSth-early 

The existing chxrrch, however, v^hile situated on the original s i t e , vas 
b u i l t i n l383. The tovm of Waterford vas legsilly enlarged to i t s present 
li m i t s under the Virginia Acts of I3l7-l8l3. 



19th century m i l l tov/n as nearly as possible to i t s original appearance. 
The foundation has acquired approximately 10 of the origliial buildings and 
restored theiaj i t has alao successfully encouraged and assisted individual 
home ovmers i n the restoration of their houses. Each October the Waterford 
Foundation sponsors a licuse to-ur and crafts exhibits of Waterford as a 
means of raising funds for the restoration project. 

References; Je.mes W. Hoad, History' of Loudoun County, Virginia ( Park Viev/ 
Press, 190ci); Virginia, A Guide to the^Old Doir.inion (;v..;erlcan Gullde Series) 
(New York, 19^0), 526-527; "Waterford, Loudoun Covmty, Virginia" pa:::phlet 
printed by the Waterford Foundation, 1953; ^..^illlam B. O'Neal, .Architecture 
in Virginia (llev York, 19^3), I31. I.Iarlan March Sale, "Old Waterford," Virginia 
Cavalcade:,!, Vol. X V l l l , Uo. k (Spring, 1969). " Plan of Waterford-Part of 
Map of Loudoun County," from Actual Survey by Yardley Taylor, Thomas Reynolds, 
and Robert Pearsall Smith, Publishers, No. 15 Minor Street, Philadelphia (I053). 

Historic American Buildings Survey: Photographs of 33 struct\ares, talien i n 
1937. 



Attachment for A. 

WATEĴ FORD IIISTORIC DISTRICT« LOUDOUN COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

Boundaries of tho H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ; 

The boundaries of thw V.'atcrford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t are i d e n t i c a l 

with those approved on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

Inventory-Nomination Form for the Waterford H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 

dated and approved June 3, 1969, The precise Registered 

National H i s t o r i c Landmark boundaries ace recorded i n ink on 

a copy of U, S, Geological Survey Map: Waterford^Quadrangle, 

V i r g i n i a , 7,5 Minute Series (Topographic), 1952, on f i l e with 

the Branch o f - H i o t o r i e a l Survays, D i v i s i o n of History, O f f i c e , 

of Archeology â rtd H i s t o r i e Pi'cocrvationi National Park Service. 

(Copy of said reap showing the Registered National H i s t o r i c 

Landmark Boundaries attached,) 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TH E INTERIOR ST ATE: 
- - -

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL P ARK SER VI CE Virgini a 
CO UNTY : 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Loudoun -
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E NT RY NUM BER I DATE 
(Type a ll e ntries - comple te a pplicab le s e c ti ons ) I 1 ···· iilAME t ?. \ /···· ···· . :er . •.: 1. · ..... 

C OMMON : 

I Waterford Historic District 
AND I OR HI S T OR I C: 

Waterford 

12. LOCATION .• ::: :· .. 

s'TREET AND NUM BER: 

Rout e 665, 7 miles Northwest of Leesburg 
CITY OR T OWN: 

Wat erford 
S TAT E I CODE I COUN T Y: I CODE 

Virg inia I 45 I Loudoun I 107 
j,3, .CLASSIFICATION .:· .· 

CATEGORY 
OWNE'R SHIP STATUS 

AC C ES SIB L E 
(Check O n e) TO THE PUBLIC 

Di st rict ~ Bu i I ding 0 'Pub.lie 0 Publi c Acquisition: Occ upi ed lRJ Ye s : 

Site 0 Structure D Private 0 In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted ,.=J 
Both IBl Being Considered 0 Preservation work Unrestricted ~ Obiect 0 in progress ~ Cl No: 

PRESENT U SE (Check One or More a s Appropdate) 

Agricultural D Gove rnment D P a rk [] Tra n s portation 0 Comm e nt s u 
Commercial D Industria l D Private Res ide nce ~ Othe r (Spe c i f y ) 0 
Edu cat ional D Military D Relig ious D village 
Ente rtainment D Muse um 0 Sc ie ntific D 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

I 
OWNER S NAM E : 

Var ied - public and private 
STR E ET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR T O WN : ' STA T E : I CO D E U) 

.... 
Wat e rford Virginia I 45 < )> 

f-' · .... 

[E'.__LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
'i m 

OQ 
- ·-····-·-···-···· ···-- ··· -~· --···· -- · f-' · COU RT HOU SE, REG ISTRY OF D E EDS. ETC: 

;:l 

Loudoun County Cl e rk' s Office f-' • 
Ill 

S T REET AN D NUM BER: 

CITY OR TOWN : 
' S TATE I C OD E L' 

() 

0 

Leesburg Virginia I 45 0 C 
C z 
P., .... 

AP PROX IMAT E ACR E AG E OF" N OMINATED PROPERTY: 0 -< 

1~. ·-- ----~·····-- - · C 
.. 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ::i ···-· --··· 
TITLE OF S UR VEY: 

Hi s toric American Buildings Survey 
DATE O F S U RVE Y : 1937 F edera I rxi Sta te Cl Cou nt y Cl Loca l LJ Ill 

z 
DEP O S ITO RY FOR S U R V E Y RECORDS : .... 

'Tl ll 0 
I,ibr ary of Congr ess -< ;u 

z z 
StREET AN D NUM BER: C 

'U ;:: (/\ 

CD 
m C 

I ll 
(/\ 

CIT Y OR T O WN : ! S TAT E: C OD E '--~ m 

I 0 
0 

Was hing ton District of Columbia 08 z 
)> r .... 
m -<: 



Form 10-300O 
[Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Shed) 

S T A T E 

V i r g i n i a 
C O U N T Y 

Loudoun 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B R F ^ D A T E 

(IVumbor ell entries) 

H i s t o r i c American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1959 Feiietal ' ' 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 08 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission Report #53-108 
1969 State 
V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
Ninth Street State Office Building 
Riclimond, V i r g i n i a 23219 Code: 45 



tr .PE SCRIPT ION 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Excel lent • Good ^ • 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed Q 

. (Check One) 

Altered • Unaltered 

(Check One) 

Moved [ 3 Original Site [3?] 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R t G m A I . ( l f f c n o i v n ) P H Y S I C A L , A P P E A R A N C E 

Situated i n the Loudoun Valley seven miles northwest of Leesburg, 
the m i l l town of Waterford remains v i r t u a l l y unchanged from i t s 
eighteenth and nineteenth century appearance. Waterford i s notable 
for the great variety of building materials used. Including b r i c k , 
stone, log and frame, as well as for the variety of architectural 
s t y l e s . Especially i n t e r e s t i n g are the brick m i l l (c.l750); the 
Arch House Row of stone, brick and wood (c.l750); the Camelot 
School, a two-story log building (c.lBOO); the neo-classic Baptist 
Church of 1850; and the romantic Vi c t o r i a n Presbyterian Church of 
1882. A major factor i n Waterford's character i s the unspoiled 
open r o l l i n g landscape which surrounds the v i l l a g e and enhances 
i t s i n t e g r i t y . 
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{g^: SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 

z 

PERIOD fcfiocfc One Of More as /tpproprialoj 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 16th C e n t u r y Q 

15fh C e n t u r y Q 17th C e n t u r y • 

18th C e n t u r y | x l 

19th C e n t u r y [x j 

20th C e n t u r y Q 

SPECIFIC DATEtSI (tl Applicable end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGtgi FICANCE fChecft One or More OS Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l • 
P f c h t i t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i 

H i s t o r i c n I ndus t ry • l o s o p h y 

A g r i c u l t u r e • I n ven t i on • S c i e n c e • 
Art m L a n d s c a p e S c u l p t u r e • 
C o m m e r c e m A r c h i t e c t u r e • S o c i a l / H u m a n 

ComiTiuni c a t i o n s • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i a n • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • T h e o t e r • 

M u s i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n D 

Urbon P f o n n i n g L J 

Other ( S p e c i l y ) Sf) 

.yillage 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Peraonasea, Dates, Evr>nta, Etc) 

The oldest settlement i n Loudoun County, Waterford began as a small 
Quaker v i l l a g e about 1730. The f i r s t house b u i l t within the town 
l i m i t s , that of Asa Moore (c.l733), i s s t i l l standing. O r i g i n a l l y 
c a l l e d Milltown because of the small industries there, the name 
was soon changed to Waterford i n honor of Waterford, Ireland. The 
town was incorporated i n 1810, and by 1834 i t was a fl o u r i s h i n g 
v i l l a g e of four hundred persons with some seventy houses, a tannery, 
a chair-maker, and a boot and shoe manufacturer. At one time there 
was also a woolen factory as well as several stores, a bank and 
tavern. Through careful private preservation e f f o r t s , most of 
Waterford remains as i t was i n the nineteenth century. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N C I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

39° 11- 55" 
39" i r 55" 
39° 10' 11" 
39" 10' 11" 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
7 7 0 3 7 . 59 „ 

77 ° 35 • 5 L -
7 7 ° 3 5 ' 5 1 " 
770 3 7 . 3 9 . 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O H D I N A T F S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R . P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

' O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M m u t o s S e c o n d s 

0 > • 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

0 • I* 
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11. FORM P R E P A R E D BY 

Staff, V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , Director. 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
D A T E 

May 23, 1969 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

1116 Ninth Street State Office Building 
C I T Y o n T O W N : 

Richmond V i r g i n i a 
C O D E 

"43— 
12. S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F l C A l l O N NATIONAL REGISTER VERIF ICATION 

As tho desigmited State I^iaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-(ifj5), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Re^iBter and certify that it has been 

evaluated according lo the criteria and procedures set 

forth liy the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of !<ignificance of this nomination is; 

National • State [3 L o c a l Q 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Ctiief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Name 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Tide V i r g i n i a H i s t o r i c Landmarks Comm, 

Date 

A T T E S T : 

Keeper of Tlie National Refiister 

Bate May 23 , 1969 Date 




