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The Arlington Memorial Bridge spans the  Poeomac River on the  a x i s  between the  Lincoln 
Memorial i n  Washington and Arlington House i n  Virginia ,  jo ining the  Lincoln Memorial 
Ci rc le  and Columbia q l aza  on Columbia I s land  (Lady Bird Johnson Park).  The low, neo- 
c l a s s i c a l  bridge i s  2,163 f e e t  long and 90 f e e t  between balust rades ,  c a r ry ing  a 60- 
foot-wide roadway and 15-foot sidewalks. Nine broad arches c ross  the  r i v e r ;  roadways 
pass through addi t iona l  segmental-arched openings a t  e i t h e r  end. Except f o r  t h e  cen- 
t r a l  bascule draw span, the'bltidge is of reinforced concrete  cons t ruc t ion ' faced  wi th  
dressed North Carolina g r a n i t e  ash la r .  The draw span i s  of the  double l e a f ,  under- 
neath counterweight type  and is  faced with pressed ornamental molybdenum s t e e l  t o  
blend Qith:  the  4masbnm t spgfis:i -O&AA sf- f h = ~ 1 6 & g & ~ v  ( 2 1 6 ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ; " h & & ~ ~ ' & ~ ~  (3Bbw- :.'' - - - . -  . ~. . 
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The p i e r s  between and s~p~ortin~"thk-af.'ches'~~re'fro&'32''to- 41'f&&t'.'ttiiEli-! ahd'reSf bg- 
bedrock some 35 f e e t  below water. Except f o r  those on e i t h e r  r iverbank which d i sp lay  
unadorned square panels, they a r e  ornamented with bas  r e l i e f  eag les  i n  d i s c s  1 2  f e e t  
i n  diameter. The d i s c s  a r e  flanked by fasces  with axe blades p r o j e c t i n g  a t  t he  top. 
These d e t a i l s  were-designed by sculptor  Carl  Pattl; Jenneweid-:-' The masonry arches 
spanning the  r i v e r  a r e  capped by s ix - foo t - ta l l  bison keystones sculpted by Alexander 
Phimistet;Proctor. Grani te  balustraa 'es with recbssed.benches a top  each pie ' t 'del ini -  
a t e  the  upper edges of t h e  bridge; t he  benches a r e  s e t  between g r a n i t e  blocks orna- 
mented with Greek key banding. Specia&ly designed lampposts a r e  spaced along the  
curbs of the  roadway. . - 

. . . . .  . - -  : ..,. :,:. : . .  #I!!.. ... :.. 

The southern terminus of the ,  Rock Creek and Pot.gnac Parkway e n t e r s  t h e  Lincoln Memo- ....... : ......, - -  
rial c i r c l e  oii fK$.'ii6rthGeSf"syihi6e~r~call~'iji'ih M&orial Bridge on t h e  southwest. 
It was designed and constructed with t he  br idge and matches i t  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
treatment. The granite-faced, balustraded r i v e r  wal l  extends northwestward along 
the  r iverbank t o  terminate  i n  an  exedra a t  t he  western end of Cons t i t u t i on  Avenue. 
(This Const i tu t ion Avenue terminus was cu t  o f f  from the  r e s t  oE the  avenue by the  
l a t e r  construct ion of t he  Theodore Roosevelt Bridge and its approaches.) Di rec t ly  
west of the  Lincoln Memorial i n  t he  angle  between the  br idge and the  parkway termi- 
nus is the  Watergate, a broad f l i g h t  of s t e p s  curved i n  an a r c  concent r ic  wi th  t he  
Lincoln Memorial Ci rc le ,  leading from the  c i r c l e  down t o  a g r a s s  s t r i p  and low 
g ran i t e  wal l  at  t he  r i v e r ' s  edge. The r i v e r s i d e  roadway passing beneath t he  end of 
t he  bridge breaks the  f l i g h t  of s t e p s  near i ts  lower erid and passes  through a match- 
ing opening beneath t h e  parkway terminus. 

Flanking the  eastern ends of t he  br idge and the  parkway are two p a i r s  o f  monumental 
neoclass ical  equestr ian scu lp ture  on i d e n t i c a l  pedestals.  "The Arts of War" by Leo 
Friedlander stand a t  t he  end of the  bridge. I n  "Valor" on t h e  l e f t  (looking from 
the  Lincoln Memorial), t he  male equestr ian is accompanied by a female s t r i d i n g  for -  
ward with a sh ie ld ;  i n  "Sacrif ice" on the  r i g h t ,  a st nding female symbolizing t he  3 ea r th  looks up t o  the  r i d e r  Mars. "The A r t s  of Peace by James E a r l e  Fraser  f l ank  
the  end of the  parkway. "Music and Harvest" on the  l e f t  cons i s t s  o f  a winged horse,  
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Pegasus, between a &ale f i gu re  with  a bundle of wheat and a s i c k l e  and a woman w i t h  a 
harp. I n  "Aspiration and ~ i t e r a t u r e "  on the  r i gh t ,  another Pegasus i s  flanked by f i g -  
ures holding a book and a bow. The s t a tues ,  approximately 17 f e e t  t a l l  a t o p  t h e i r  
g ran i te  pedestals,  a r e  of gilded bronze. The pedestals  each bear  36 gilded bronze 
s t a r s  representing the s takes  of t he  Union a t  t he  end of t h e  C i v i l  War. The scu lp to r s  
were commissioned i n  1925 and t h e i r  designs approved i n  1933, b u t  t h e  s t a t u e s  were no t  
erected u n t i l  1951 a f t e r  they w e r e  c a s t  and gilded by I t a l y  as a g i f t  t o  the  United 
States .  The gi lding was res tored i n  1971. 

On the Columbia Is land end of Memorial Bridge the roadway, Memorial Avenue, tu rns  
around the  c i r c u l a r  Columbia Plaza before  continuing on ac ros s  t h e  Boundary Channel 
Bridge to  terminate a t  t he  Arlington Hemicycle. Flanking the  plaza a r e  four  i d e n t i c a l  
35-foot g ran i te  pylons, two a t  t he  western end of Memorial Bridge and two a t  t he  east- 
ern end of Boundary Channel Bridge. Each is  ornamented with corner  p i l a s t e r s ,  a bas  
r e l i e f  wreath, and a freestanding eight-foot eagle by C.P. Jennewein. 

Boundary Channel Bridge c a r r i e s  Memorial Avenue across  the  narrow channel between 
Columbia Is land ( i n  t he  District of Columbia) and the  Vi rg in ia  shore.  Its c e n t r a l  
semicircular arch spans the  channel; segmental-arched openings on e i t h e r  s i d e  a l l o v  
the passage of roadways p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  channel. Its design complements t h a t  of Memo- 
r i a l  Bridge: i t  i s  s imi l a r ly  faced with g r a n i t e  ash la r  and edged with i d e n t i c a l  bal-  
ustrades, benches, and lampposts, and the c e n t r a l  a rch  is  capped by t h e  bison key- 
stones. Its p ie rs  display the  unadorned square panels found a t  t h e  r i v e r  edges of 
Memorial Bridge. Low pylons with corner p i l a s t e r s  but  without o t h e r  sculptural .  deco- 
ra t ion  terminate the  western end. The roadway is surfaced wi th  g r a n i t e  block. 

Memorial Avenue, 64 f e e t  wide, runs approximately four-tenths of  a m i l e  from Boundary 
Channel Bridge to  t he  Arlington Hemicycle. Design cont inu i ty  w i t h  t h e  bridges is 
maintained through its alignment and continuation of t he  s p e c i a l  lampposts. Since 
1961 four pieces of s t a tua ry  have been placed along t h i s  s t r e t c h  of  t h e  avenue. J u s t  
west of Boundary Channel Bridge on the  nor th  s i d e  i s  the  Seabee Memorial by scu lp to r  
Fel ix  W. de  Weldon and a r c h i t e c t  Anthony Harrer, erected i n  1974. The memorial is 
centered on a nine-foot standing bronze f i g u r e  of a Seabee g ree t ing  a three-foot  
child,  on a base of polished Swedish black gran i te .  Behind is a curved black g r a n i t e  
wall bearing a bronze r e l i e f ,  e igh t  f e e t  high by 24 f e e t  wide, dep ic t ing  Seabees wrk-  
ing a t  t h e i r  various naval construct ion trades.  Two more f rees tanding  g r a n i t e  blocks 
of the  same height f lank  the  r e a r  wall  and bear var ious  i n sc r ip t ions .  This piece was 
commissioned by the  Seabees Memorial Association. 
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Direct ly  across  the  avenue is "The Hiker," erected by the  United Spanish War Veterans 
i n  1965. Theodore Alice  Ruggles Kitson sculpted the  eight-foot s t and ing  bronze f ig -  
ure, a r e a l i s t i c  American s o l d i e r  with r i f l e  i n  hand dressed f o r  t r o p i c a l  warfare  a t  
the  tu rn  of the  century. A cruciform bronze plaque on the  g r a n i t e  base  bears  a bas 
r e l i e f  represent ing t he  American a m y  and navy coming t o  t he  a i d  of t h e  Spanish colo- 
n ies  i n  the  Spanish-American War. 

About one-fif th of a mile west of the  Seabee Memorial on the  nor th  s i d e  o f  t he  avenue 
is the  memorial t o  Rear Admiral Richard Evelyn Byrd, t he  polar  explorer ,  e rec ted  by 
the  National Geographic Society i n  1961. The a r c h i t e c t  was Alber t  Pee t s ;  t h e  sculpt01 
was Fel ix  W. de Weldon. Atop a pedesta l  of white Carrara marble s t ands  a n  eight-foot 
s t a t u e  of Byrd i n  polar  dress .  The marble d i r e c t l y  under the  f i g u r e  i s  roughly c u t  
t o  suggest Arct ic  snow. 

Just  w e s t  of the  Byrd Memorial i s  the  lOlst Airborne Divis ion Memorial, e rec ted  by 
t h a t  d iv i s ion ' s  assoc ia t ion  i n  1977 t o  t o  commemorate the  s e rv i ce  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  
World War I1 and Vietnam. A bronze eagle  with wings l i f t e d  s tands  on a gray g r a n i t e  
p l i n t h  taper ing outward toward t h e  top. The p l i n th  bears  t he  d i v i s i o n  emblem i n  
color.  Behind i s  a low curving g ran i t e  wal l  containing i n s c r i p t i o n s  assoc ia ted  with 
the  divis ion.  Bernhard Zuckerman was the  sculptor ;  Harold J. Scha l l e r  was t h e  
a r ch i t ec t .  

The Arlington Hemicycle terminates Memorial Avenue and serves  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  
i n  the  ceremonial entrance t o  Arlington National Cemetery. The hemicycle i t s e v ,  
having a radius  of 90 f e e t ,  is 180 f e e t  wide. Its wal l s  r i s e  3 1  f e e t  and a r e  sur- 
mounted by a two-foot balust rade.  I n  the  cen te r  is a pro jec t ing  and r a i s e d  pav i l ion  
containing an arched recess  approximately 20 f e e t  wide by 40 f e e t  high.  Five smal ler  
recesses of s imi la r  proportions f lank  it  i n  t he  curving wa l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The 
massive wrought i r o n  ga tes  t o  the  cemetery a r e  at  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  hemicycle paral-  
l e l  t o  the  a x i s  of Memorial Avenue. Pylons supporting t he  ga t e s  a r e  capped with  
eagles  and a r e  flanked by addi t iona l  t a l l e r  pylons topped with t r ipods .  The hemicycle 
was designed a s  an i n t e g r a l  element of the  Memorial Bridge composition and is  a l s o  
constructed of North Carolina g ran i t e  ash la r .  

(Just  w e s t  of t he  Seabee Memorial i s  an  entrance t o  t he  Metro subway l i n e  running 
beneath the  avenue a t  this point .  To the  west of t ha t ,  t he  avenue is  bridged over a 
road passing beneath it. Nitither the  subway entrance nor t h i s  b r idge  con t r i bu t e  te 
the  s ign i f icance  of t he  a rea  f o r  the  National Register .)  

(continued) 
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Landscape plantings a r e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t he  o v e r a l l  design. Mast important 
a r e  t he  hol ly  hedges on e i t h e r  s i d e  of Memorial Avenue west of t h e  Boundary Channel 
Bridge. Ornamental yews and crabapple t r e e s  a r e  f ea tu re s  of t h e  Arl ington Hemicycle 
lawn area. Columbia Plaza i s  dis t inguished by its c i r c u l a r  lawn and by annual 
f l o r a l  plantings.  On t h e  east bank of the  r i v e r ,  lawn a rea s  and p l an t ings  f lank  
the Lincoln Memorial Ci rc le  and t h e  Watergate steps. 
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Arlington Memorial Br idge  and:its r e l a t e d .  - a r ch i t ec tu ra l ,  engineering, sculptural,;.::~:.- 
and landscape f ea tu re s  . are ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  important - elements. i n -  t h e  uqoe l a s s l ca l  urban 
design of . t h e ' ~ a t i o n a l  Cap i t a l . a s  i t  evolved during t he  f i r s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  20th..cen-: 
tury. Successfully in tegra ted  with  Washington's grand plan, tlie b r i d g e  composition 
enhances - the  monumental c i t y  - as:well--as. the-riverscape.. - 

. . . . . . .  . _ . .  
Widely regarded a s  Washington's most beau t i fu l  bridge, Memorial Bridge symbolically 
l i nks  North and South i n  i ts alignment between the  Lincoln Memorial and Arl ington 
House, The Robert E. bee Memoyial. ..-A- :. Th_e.,adjacent ,plock Creek. and potomas.Parkway t e r -  
minus, Watergate s teps ,  and monumental eques t r ian  s t a t u a r y  j o i n  w i t h  t h e  br idge  i n  
constituFing a formal western tgrminus-,of -~ ..-- A. the  g rea t  Washington Mall composition a t  
the  edge of the  Potomac. The br idge axis ,  angled southwesterly from t h e  east-west 
M a l l  axis ,  is ca r r i ed  on Memorial Avenue across  t he  Boundary Channel Bridge t o  the  
Virginia shore. There i t  terminates a t  t h e  Arlington Bemicycle, keystone of the  
grand renaissance gateway t o  Arlington National Cemetery, wi th  Ar l ing ton  House ris- 
ing a s  the  . . , . . , foca l  . point  on the  h i l l  above, The Virginia  por t ion  of ?lemor$al Avenue 
approaching t h e  cemetery se rves  as an  "Avenue-of ~ e r o e s "  f o r  t h e  placement of com- 
memorative . . . .  sculptufe. , ,  . - 

. A  . 

The e n t i r e  composition was designed by the  prominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l  fin+ of,,McKim, 
Mead and White during t he  1920s. Sculptural  ornament was provided by C a r l  Paul 
Jennewein, Alexander Phimister  Proctor,  James Earle Fraser ,  and Leo Fr iedlander .  
Construction took p lace  between 1926 and 1932, although some d e t a i l s  w e r e  l e f t  f o r  
l a t e r  years  and the  monumental equestr ian s t a t u a r y  of F ra se r  and Fr ied lander  a t  t he  
ea s t  end of the  bridge and the  parkway terminus was no t  i n s t a l l e d  u n t i l  1951. The 
placement of s t a tua ry  along Memorial Avenue i n  Virginia  i s  recen t  b u t  compatible 
With the  character  of t he  o v e r a l l  conception; such placement may app rop r i a t e ly  con- 
t inue within  t h e  space ava i lab le .  
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i DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET-DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER 
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