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_ Movrn OATE __ _ 

DESCR.IBI: fl-ti: PRE.SENT AND OHIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL A?PEAfiANCE 

~ayes Hall at Virginia Colle6e is an lrnposing three - 2nd-one-half-story, ~ansard­
r oofl brick structure at the intersection of Dewitt Street and Garfield Ave nue in 
Lynchburg. E}(ecuted i n five-course American bond, the modifie<l Second Enpire- style 
builrling ~a~ constructed in 1888. 

The ~ain (east) e1€vation i~ dominated by a five-story entrance tower covered by 
a pyramidal roof . Located on the tower's first floor, the main entrance is comprised 
of a round-arch entry containing a transom and sidelight door frame. The o~iginal 
double doors h..i.ve been removed. The entry also contains an interior transom doorway, 
presently blocked by plyvood. The tower's side entrances consi$t of elongate& arched 
transoms ~nd r ai sed- p~ncled doors. F~nestration cons i sts of .2/2 hung-sa?h, 5egmental­
arch windows on the second, third, and fourth stories. A ~rick blind arcnde frames the 
window~ on the fifth s tory. The to~er 1..s flanked by five hays, each bay defined by 
pronounced brick pilasters whi~h terminate on the third story into a brick blind arcade. 
Bay windows doninate the. center bays on t he fitst floor. :enes t ration c."nsis t s of 2/2 
segmental -arch windows. The attic story contains round-arch dormers that have been 
blocked . 

'l.'he west elevat ion formerly contoined a portico t hat covered a ce.ntral pavilion 
of t hree bays. A former rear entranr:P. is prcs~ntly bloc.kc<l, a s a1·e t~o !lanklnG windo .. •s. 
f'encst r at ion on the first floo-r cons ists of. elongated segmental-arch 'Window's . The secor,d 
story had 2/2 hung-sash, segmental-arch windows, now blocked. SillJil:n: to the east 
clevat:ton , each buy i s d e fined by pl'.'onou.nced brJ.ck pila s t e rs which t erminate in a blind 
arcade on the third story. The attic story mirrors the east elevation. 

The north and south elev~tions contain a centrally positioned double-door entrance 
on the f i rs t story. Paired windowc_ orr:11py the s e.cond and thir.d stories. P.:'.ir~d dormers 
constitute t he attic feoestr2tion. 

1layes Hall retains its original interior p tan. A long passage runs north and south 
t hrough the center oE the bui lding and intersects wj th the east-west entrance p<!Ssage 
which is flanked by paired lateral slaiis tbac ascend to the third floor. The interior 
preserve!'; its original decorative t rim. The principal doors and vlndo1"s ha.ve fluted 
symme.trj ca.1 trim tha t features molderl c.r.rne:r bJ.ocks. Matched boiirding is used for 
"1ainscotin~ in t he pri ncipal rooms of · the firs t floor . The seco:id· and third-floor rooms 
were use cl as dormitory space and are relatively plain. Br?.cket-sllppo:::-ted I:!antel s hi:- l vr.c; 
a ~e f ,,~md ln principal f i rst-f t,)or rooms. A screen with elabora tely turned columns 
definP.s the wain (east) entry hall. 

A statue of Gregory Huyes, for whom Hayes Hall is named, is f ound in a small land­
scaped garden to the north of the building. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY J USTIFICATION: 

Hayes Rall i.s bounded on the cast by Garfield Aven11e , en the south by Dewitt Street , 
on t he north by ;:i walkway that surrounds th8 statue of Haye.s north of the buildin g, and 011 

the w~s t by a concrete wall an1l its extension thtlt runs across the campus of th~ Virginia 
Collcr:c . Hayes Hall constitutef. an acre of nominated proper ty on the college g-rouncfo. 
This acre include s the buil<ling' s front an<l rear l..twns, the side lav.11 to Dewitt > and the 

{See Continuation Shl;:)~t (J l) 
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tQ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PA£HlSTOill C 

-- '400· 1499 
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_ 1900-

•• .ARCH f:ULVGY-PRE Ki$ roAtC 
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- AGRICULTURf 

X......A llCHITECruRr: 
__ .AA T 

- COMMERCE: 

- COMMUNICATIONS 

SPE:CIFIC DATES 1888 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_CO~IMUNITY PLANNING 

• CONS;:AV.H>O,~ 

_ECONOMICS 

X_fcOUCATiO"I 

- .EIIIGIN.;EAING 

_ EX?LCRA 1!0Nt SETILE.M ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_JN\iENTION 

_ lANOSCAi>E AACHITEC1UAc 

- .tAW 

_LITEAATURS 

__ MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_ P1-iJL0S0PHY 

• POLI TICS. GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown 

_ flHIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTUR E; 

__ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

__ TRANSPORTATION 

MTHEA (SPECIFY) 

blnck history 

Built in 1888, this impressively large, Second Empire-style edifice i s one of th~ 
oldest collegiate buildings in Lynchburg. The first building constructed for the 
Lynchburg Seminary, ·it was later named Hayes Memorial llall in honor of the institution's 
second president , Gregory Willis Hayes. The Virginia Baptis t Convention authorized such 
a school in 1886 and gave final approval to the cbarter> location, and construction plans 
two years later during its 21st annua l sess ion. 

Renamed Virginia Seminary in 1890, aod known as Virgi~ia Theological Seminary and 
College from 1900-1962, the school participated actively iu the 11Self Help" educational 
e f forts inspired by Booker T. Washington. President Hayes e8poused black " Spiritual 
Inclepend~nce" , . stressing community ownership and co.ntrol of its educational inst:itu-
t ions . During the school's early ye.us, a primary emphasis was thP- training of t eachers 
and mi~isters for work within the black cou:.munity. 

Distinguished alumni include Anne Spencer., a poet of the Harlem Renaissance. and 
Dr. Noel Taylor , Mayor of Roanoke . Xationally recognized black leaders of an earlier 
day who are said to have stayed in Hayes Hall while visitin; the coll ege include: W.E. B. 
DuBois, Paul Robe~un , George \.lashing ton Carver , Lnngston Hughes , and James Weldon Johnson. 
Although the great majority of the students c:aI:1e from Virginia, the Middle Atlantic States 
~ere represented by the early 20th century. 

Built in the Second Empire style . the iL:1posing three-and-a-hnlf-story Hayes Ha ll 
displays little architectural orna:-:ient. This is reminis ce a t of Virginia Hall (1874) and 
the Wlgwam (1878) at Hampton Institute. At a perio<l when er~bellishment ch.:i racterized 
architec tural sty] e, these buildings ,.,er~ constructed for strictly utilitarian purposes . 

In 1972 the Virginia CoJ.leg.e a.1d Virginia Seminary were divided administrntively 
into two separate entities . Although cuntinuing to share the same board of trustees 
and facilities , the former function s as a two- ye at" college, while the religion program i s 
conductc~d under the auspices of the Virginia Seminary . 

HTP/RCC 

..... , 
'I 
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,Jl,l,f ' I VEA8Al BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginn ing at a point a bout 250' :·m of inters~ction of Dewitt Si:rce t and Garfield Avenue ; 
thence extend ing 250 ' SE a l ong Garfield to said intersection; thence extending about 175' 
SW along Dewitt; thence exceucling about 250 ' fill • t \ en about 1 7 5 ' NE t o point of origin. 
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PAGE l 

small ga r den occupied by the Haye s statue. No borderinz co1 l r·v i buildings are includ.::d 
in the nominat i on . The site around t he building i s the same as when it was built in 1888. 
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ADDITIONAL PHa!CGRAPHI C INFOR.VJ1~ ION HA.YES HALL, Lynchburg, Vn. 

Exterior View West Elevation Exterior View South Elevation 
E.xterior Viev Hayes Statue N of Hall Interior View First Floor 
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