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COMMON: 

Caserta 
AN D I OR H ISTORI C: 

Caserta 
LOCATION 

. .. 
STl=i!EE. I ANC NUMBr:'.R:~ 1. 2 mi. N of Rt. 630, 1 mi. NW of i.ntersec tion of Rt. 630 

and Rt. 13. (Eastville vicinity) 
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CONDITION 
0 E.-collent 

0 Altored 

[]l Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Unalt~red 

(Chech One) 

0 Dotorlorotod 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A NO ORIGINAL (If/mown) PHV S\CAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruin~ 0 Unexposed 

(Ch .. ck One) 

0 Moved ~ Orig,nal Site 

Caserta is a frame complex consisting of a two-story, three-bay main block 
with gable roof, brick end with interior end chimney, and a one-and-one-
half story end wing and hyphen, the end wing having a large exterior end 
chirrmey and a steeper gable roof than the hyphen. This wing is traditional y 
held to be the oldest portion of Caserta; however, there is no evidence, 
except for its basic form and roof silhouette, for an eighteenth-century 
date. The interior of the house is done in the Greek Revival manner with 
fluted moldings and corner "bull's eye" blocks around the windows and doors 
A variety of mantels reflect, in a low key manner, the transition from 
Federal motifs to the sterner modes of the Greek Revival. 

The \most intere,sting, ,archi,.tec~ural feature of the house is the upward 
ext~~sion of ~be front pitch of the roof over the western bay on the 
main .,block, so that ,its ridge line is several feet higher than the rest of 
the structure. Consequently, this -portion of the building projects from 
the rear as an ell. On the interior, this creates a stair well in the 
side hall plan which rises up three stories to attic rooms lighted by end 
windows. The dramatic vertical space is occupied by a simple stair design 
whose rectangular balusters and plain rail gracefully curve at each turn 
in the rise. 
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PERIOO (ChocJr One or More.,.,. App,op,lote) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 

D 15th C1tntvry 

0 16th Cantury 

0 17th Century 

SPECI Fl C OA TE(Sl (JI Appllcsble Ltr,d Known) 

AREAS OF SIC.NIFICl>NCE (Check One or More "" Appro_prlate) 

A.bor lglnal D Education 

D Ptehl•to<ic 0 Engineering 

0 Historic D Indus try 

D Al}1'icu 11\Jre D lnvttntion 

D A.rchl lecture D Landscop<t 

~ Art Arch i tectun, 

D Commerce D Literature 

D Communi coti ons 0 Military 

D Conser...,otion D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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0 
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D 
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0 18th C1tntury 

oc] , 19th Century 

Political 

R• I lu Ian/ Ph 1. 

losophy 

Sc 1.,..,"" 
Sculptun, 

Socio I/Human -

itorion 

Theate, 

T ronspor tot ion 

D 20th CenhJty 

0 Urban Plonr,ing 

0 Oth•r (Speclly) 

Although the oldest part of Caserta may date from 1736 vhen the first 
William Haggoman inherited the land, o~ from the-occupancy of his son 
William who 'inherited the property in 1764t there is little architectural 
evidence to support this .. Lhe large· section was built by George P. Upshur 
(1799-1852), U. S. Naval Commander and brother of Judge Abel Parker Upshur 
of Vaucluse, who owned the property from 1836 to 1847. Upshur named his 
land Caserta after the town in Italy where he had spent many pleasant 
days. In 1852 Upshur died in Spezia, Italy, while there in command of 
the U. S. S. Levant. His remains were returned to the United States, 
and he was buried, with other members of his family, at Vaucluse where 
he was born. 

In agreement with the tradition that portions of Caserta date from the 
eighteenth century is the idea that Upshur intended to add a wing to 
make the two-story block a formal central hall, five-bay front building. 
It certainly seems probable that the wing was built earlier and altered 
in the 1830's or 1840 1 s when the large house was added. Today, Caserta 
appears as a typical Eastern Shore complex resulting from additions to 
a small house. Obviously, what makes it totally unique is the enlargement 
over the stair hall, especially interesting for its modern concept of 
reflecting interior spaces through exterior forms. 
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(Type a!T entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUM8ER l DATE 

! 
Pt· NAME . · c: .. · ~ ,. ;-; . . . .. . 

COMMON : Caserta 
AN 0 / OR J·llSTO RIC: Caserta 

1:2 . LOCATIQN --•·• ... -,.·,., :C--,,-eci,_., \. ·.·-.,.. " >., .. ··• 
STREET AND NUMBER: 1. 2 mi. N of Rt. 630, 1 mi. m,r of intersection of Rt. 630 

and Rt. 13' (Eastville vie.) 
ClTY OR TOWN: 

STA TL I CODE icoUNTY· I COCJE 

Virginia I 45 I Noi_-thamoton I 131 
Ii MAP R~ FERENCE --

SOUi;;i:C~: Franktown, Va. 
u.s.c.s. 7~ I• ouadran2les Cheri.ton. Va. 

SC ALE: 1:24000 
c,,o_ TE , 1943. 1955 

14, REQUIREMENTS · . . - . 
TO 8€. lNCLUDED ON ALL MA.\=>S 

1. Property broundories where r equi red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and long, tude reference. 
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(1, ' N)\M E:· -

·- ··-·-'"'" 
COMMON: Caserta 
ANDIOR Hl5TORIC, J:aserLa 

tJ .. • t,..QCAT ION ---------
STREET AND NUM6E~ 1. 2 mi. N of Rt. 630, 1 mi. l\lW of intersection of Rt. 630 
~mi___RL___Ll_. { F::i ,;: i-~, i 1 1 "' "; " ) 

Cl TY OFt TOWN: 

ST ATE; I CODE /coUN TY: I CODE 

Virginia I 45 I Northamoton / 131 
f.i: PHOTO R.:.CFER~~-C:E 

. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
DATE OF PHOTO, 1969 _____ 
JNe:GATIVE FILED AT· Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 

RichmoQ.d Viri:rinia 
14'. .. ·10E'.NTIFICATI01'i 

,, .. 

...__,.... ·r - .. ·-- , ..... -- - -----
0£SCRIBE: VIEW. DIRECTION . e::-r C. 

View of front from the Southeast. 
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