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(S DESCRIPTION 

_f l(CfLlf.Nt 

~GOOO 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_Ol:!tlllORAH.D 

_RUIN~ 

_ UNF.XPOSEO 

CHECK ONE 

_ut;Al.\"E~l:D ... 
_· .. '.AUEH~ O 

CHECK ONE 

~ ORIGl 'l A.L STE 

_ IA OVEO OATE----· 

OE.SCRIBE TH E PR!:SENT ANO OHIG!N AL (IF K~.OWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fo rt H,odes , ou the ~""e s t s ide of t he Sou t h fo ,:\< o f the She nan<l0a h Ri ver, is situated 
i n t he s ha dcw of Mass::i.:iuttcn :-:o ur:ta in ne-:11: :i s l!l.111 1J tr1c: am in Li te! r olling fa rm.land o f 
t he .l:'age Va ll e y. 

1he ho use is a two-sto:ry st n 1c ture buil t of 1.ogs _jc, i ne d 1.-: i 1·h dovHail~d co r n.::.r 
t :.nh c-ring. It ha s Lhree b.;iys o t openings on the f ront (so u tl1) and two b:1.y$ on t he 
r ear. A Oll{)-story, la.te 19t h -cent ury poi:-ch st:t"etcr.es acroas the Crou t of the 
h.ou ::; e whic h was once coverrcd vith vcathe.rboa r<ls. The prese nt ga ble roof is a 
19th -::entury rebuilding , prob;;,h l y done: •• t t he slime time t ha t the prt:sent pair 
of s t ·:me cod c hi.oneys 1:cpl,"!c ed the o -i;-iginal ct:::-r. t ral stack. The presen t wiu<low 
o pen ir-.2:s 1.;i th their 6/ [-J s a s:i <la te .f ror.i t h.e ·s~::1e r <'c1!:1::> delini and p.'.H"t ia l l y 
o bli te r a te the o.:d.ginal s hor t , ho r izonta.ll y e l ong;1t-e:d openings , the s ·ar:; of 
which prnjt:c t beyond t he ja:;1bs of the -present windo'.-r fraoes . 

The plan o f Fort Ro<le s i s th.i.t o( tbe, t hrne•roor:i .F l urk1.1(.: henh ..111s c:on5 i~ti.ng 
o f a ua rr:1w ku che (ldtchen) cu::.u ing along Ont! e nd of ·t-t1e house -~ i;i th is case, 
t he eEst c nd--and t wo other rooms-- a large stu he {p<lrl or) a nd a. sr,:,.aller kant11k'r 
( cham.bcr ) ·-occupy ing t ho:: remainder o f the p l ~ The size an d posi t ion of t be -
o riginal cent ra l chimney c.:in be ch•t.e.rr.iin e d by obd e x. va ti.on cf t he ceiling ti:rn':>ers. 
Th e transverse partition of ver t ical beaded b uards , .. :n ic ~1 nms t:.et\~een the k~.1~he 
and the kamntP-"C / stube was i.nst a l l~d at t he t ime thE: chim:1ey w,ts i·crnove <l and probably 
at t he same ti.roe t he t'Car of the ka~hc was sot off a~ a i;;epa r a te. ro o:n . This var
iation o f the La ~ic plan is often fou nd as an original fe a ture i n Flu r k ud1enhauser > 

but the prese:::it ve r t ical -beadcc-board partitio n <lac:cs f1 ·01n tbe 1 9th ce, 1.: ury , and 
i t is uot clea1· whet:rnr it :-ep l aced an ea rl ier on~ . The o r ig i nal part i tion hPtw.,,en 
t h e stube an<l the k ammcr is n ade u f vertica l bevel-edge d s he3thiug ) aEd hung in it 
i s a vei:-tica l -boa1·d door wit h t a pered, dovetailed ba tt'. Pn~ , .:i. cor.Ltt!.O~ f ea t u re iu 
Ge r.nan houses. The present stair, in the sou t ht.?as r:: corner of t he kiiche , repl;1C£!S an orig
inal stair whi ch formerly rose fr0,ii t he n.o rt h ·.:eot cor-ru,,r uf t h e ('.Jr~t) nor t heast room. 

There is rio a :,r>l ied ,kcvr·1 ti.o rt .i.,\ che house. The 1 9th-ccntul:'y fir~pl accs hav e 
u nembe llis ncd surrounds; and the i nt erior l og wal l s arc wh ite was h "'d· In the scc o.i<l 
s to!'y , two square bear ing jo is t s run the lcng t h of t he ho use and S'...'. p !Jor t equnt - s ize d 
trans verse jo ists which r est i n th re.~- tnc h chJ.mwla cu t: iuLc the:. be:ari r..g jois'::s . 
The r-u ot frame has been r ebuilt but foll ow;:; t he t ri1 <l i tk;1a l s y::;r e;-;i of a ccr.n':non 
ra f ter ruo f suppo rt e d on lo n5 F-11:-l ius ~cc a te ~ post s. 

Running a.lo ng the north (re ar ) side of the 'ho•Jse and c atered f r om the eas t e nd 
is a na rrow vau lted ce l lar o f "1. type tr..-iditional i n C-cn,:;e.n.i.c huu.s es in t uro pe a nd 
A.:ue r i ca . Orig ina l access fro·,: the lMche to t he ccl l a?." has been clo se d , but in th~ 
north~ast corner js a channe l i u t ht flour which dire: ts t he f lew of~ srriug alo~g 
the side o f t he room a nd out throtigh a small h::,lc ir: t he wal l. Ab ov e it is ;l hol e. 
i n the vat1l t vhich fu.nnt: rl y 2llo:-1ed water t o be d rawn t hroug h t he flo or into t h e 
k·u·che above. 

(Sec Cont i 11ua c io n Shee t fl ) 
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Fo :rt R0 tl F>s Page- Cou n y, Vi rgi ni a 

CONTINUATION SHEET # 1 ITEM NU M SE.A 7 PAGE 1 

7. 1\,10 earl y out;,u ildi ug-s iw rv ive a1: for t Rodes. Immediately to the east of th e 
how,c;., an d fo n1e.cly connt.'!c tcd to 1. t> y a short pas s~gc, is a sto t'y -a11J-a- llalf, 
V-notche d log kit chen ie ruinous cond ition. Fiuil:.: when the 1..:e> ntral chimney of t:he 
111a in house w.is n :r.:o ved , it has a l arge cooking fir€'plac~ aml a:i enc losed stair 
risi l~g in t he no i-tl ~a:;t cor n.er. Just nor th o f that is a sm;;il l frame. 1ncat bouse. 

ln the front ya rd is a small rno m.: ::nent co1TaT1emor,"lting the deaths cf th!! 
Mennonite mi11i.s tf:!r John llodt!S and his fami.ly tber~ in 1 764. 

w 

CPO 892 4 5~ 



[D SIGNIFICANCE 

f'ER lOD ARE.AS :>F SIGNIFJCMlCE · Ctl ECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- _PP.EHr S,ORr C 

_ 1400 1499 

_ I S00- 1599 

••• 1 600- 1 699 

....ARCl-l ECJLUG Y-PFIEHIS'rOR•C _COM!I.HIN l~Y r'lANN ING 

_ C()N S [R ·/,UlOi, 

lA.~DSCArf A nCHIT!:ClURI,_ 

_ u,.,w 

~- I 70 <"•- \ J\4CI 

X1JiiOC• 1899 

_lSO(J . 

. A"!CHEQLll(, Y · H15 lORIC 

____A 3 RICU L TU fl E 

. XA~ CHITEC"U R ~ 

__ M T 

_ CO MME RCE 

_ COMMUtH{ A TIONS 

SPEClflC DATES 

STATFM E i OF SIGNIF\CANCl 

__ ECONOMICS 

_ HJUCA1101l 

--~ r.t.,JN~~HIN(., 

'~EXf'LORATIC> NI SEn . EM [: NT 

_JN~USHN 

_ INVEN llON 

_ LITERATU RE 

_ MILITMn· 

_MUS4C 

_ PHI LOSOPII ( 

_POU TICS ,G OVEfl NM[tiT 

BU! LOERt AAC.4 ITECT 

_ RE LIGION 

_ S CIEN CE 

•.. _SCULPTUR~ 

_ SOCIAlJHU !loANI, MUJI-N 

_ THEAT~R 

•• fRA NSPORTl\llON 

_ OTI-ER {5P~l.:II· / 

Fort Rodes is a dj_stinctive ex.1mple of the Rhe-..ish houses of the P.r6e \'alley, 
called a fort for itc; wiult<,d.coo li ug cellar, a i.;u..!:mOn fe::atuL·e oi Ctn-tr,a~ic ho1..1sei; 
in F.urope and A:ner lcJ . A t radi tio111l llhenish Flurkuch.enh:iu:.,, the ci.'P.t :::a l chimney 
was removed and [L lterations were made in th~ 19th century t·· c,_ ;, d{1.pt the ho ·..1;;<:, t o 
Anilo-.A.mericau styles o f livinb. The lai.-ge i squart::! log 5tructure was probably built 
during the last quarter 0£ , the 18th centt.:ry by John F.0des II as a successor to the 
house wh i ch w;i.s built soon /\Ete r 17 '1 8 n.ml burnt'!d in l 7fA in the last record~id Ind i an 
attack in Page County. Rodes' grancfather, a Mennonite minis t er> and his f amily were 
killed durin6 that massacre. 

Following the Indian l?.ttack, the lend passed to a so.i., Joseph Rudes, ,:ho die.d in 
17G6 lea ving h i s son JolnII (who was ap p'.3.rently a very young child at the time ) 
thnt planta t ion where my father by the Indians killed did live and dwell k~o~n by 

the u~me of Johr: Rodt'.'S 's ... lyit'!.?, on the South liver ... 111 John Rou1.::s II r:exc appears 
i n t h~ records in 1783, by which date he had presumably reached his majority. It 
is likely that the present house was buil t at about that time.. He co rt tLn, ·~rl t,, li\Te. 
a t t he property and acquire land in the area until 1815, when he sold 321 ~ acres to 
~ohn Glltet;ood . Three yc.irs lat1:-r he sold Gatewood .i;.noth~r lOC·O acres, co-::, ?ris ing the 
rcmaioder of his holdin~s . 

The hou.se is sn interest i ng cas e study of th~ transition from Genr12 n to ,\:1310 -
Alui:!rican o.rchite-:tural fortUs. It is believed that as Germanic groups beca: ?e ac.culcurated, 
th(?.y gradually aJoptcd F.ng lish not i oas of house plam1 bg a nd des ign. An inte Tii'~di;.1te 
step. vis -ihl.e in such houses as n~arl>y Fort Stover, w.:is the erection of :10~:ses with 
a Flur.:~ 1.1che,1h.:>.us (th·ree-roo;-n ) plan but wil. h enu chirnne:ys. Other houses , like t:he 
Aoraham Spitler House in ths:! sarue cocnty, Eere al.ter8d fi:om a. central-c'.1il:;.~;c>y to .!n 
cnd- chim:icy plan. Fort kodt?s provides su~:,:iort fol.· this theory of th e: chang e , for it 
represents a similar alt:er,,t i on of a central-chimney house bu-::: one pcrfor.-,ed hy .;::i 

ptirchaiJc·r o= .~nglu-All1~rican des-:ent:. 

00, M'l'r 

l Fre<l~rLck County, Will Book 3, p.351 . 
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