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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B1adensfie1d, an expansive frame 18th-century house with a 19th-century addition,displays 
both Federal and Greek Revival characteristiGS. The original section of llladensfield is a 
significant pc1rt of the homogenous group of.Georgian-plan houses which appeared throughout 
the Tidewater and Northern Neck areas of Virginia in the 18th century as a response to 
Rc11J.issance-inspired syrrunetry. 

Bla,dens(ield's a8-ymmetrj_cal facade reflects the two building campaigns which resulted in its 
present form. The original portion is a typical Georgian plan. The entire structure is 

completely sheathed with plain 'weatherboards. Bladeasfield stands 2-1/2 stories above its 
basement, and its attic space is lighted by dorme:rs i·1hicli break the roof . line at regularly 
spaced intervals. A large gabled clor:ner with sidelights gives emphasis to the entrance bay 
of the north elevation. The building is lighted by 9/9 sash on the first floor and 6/9 on 
the second. Transoms crown each door, with the exception of the opening foudd at the west 
elevation. The Flemish..:bond underpinning of the original portion has been carefully 
de..,arked with rodded joints. The panel chimney at the west elevation is an especially 
fine fca.ture. ExecL1ted in Flc0 mish bone!, j ts Sur face is er~bcll ishec', ·,ri..th glnzed hC't\ders, 
putlog holes. :,nd a beveled water table. The square stack has a corbeled cap. An interior 
chirn,ey, c;nu· ,-::,a:ckinf, the original east end, is similarly corbeled. Remnants of glazing 
can be seen in each stack. The present east end is terminated by an interior end chimney. 
·;_'he front c1nd rear e.lev3tions are capped by a thick 'box cornice with end boards. A bulkhead 
is located at the west elevation, To ·accommod.1te the need for supplementary space, Bla­
dcnsfield was enlarged in 1854 by the addition of a two-bay schoolroom and passage to the 
east elevation. 

The interior features Federal and Greek Revival details, which for the most part are as 
simply executed as the- exterior detads. Rociiirs in the original portion retain their 
Federal mantels, most with eared architraves. S~nmetrically molded chair rails encircle 
the rooms. The importance o[ the parlor (southwest room) is reflec'ted in' its more 
soph i sticated Federal maatel and the flat Creek Revival cornice with anthemion-like 
ornament whic-h compasses the room. Th:i.s same shallow molded cornice' is found in the 
11stndio 11 (northwest room) but without the decoration. The stair was altered in thc. 19th 
century, likely at the tirne of the addi.tion. The open-string stai-r has ar, :o'ctagonal newel 
and a round banister with two rectangu!.~r balr1sters to the tread. A pedestal chair rail 
runs the length of the stair wall. 

In 1354 the Bladensfield Seminary was established, and at this time a single-room school !!] 
with a central column was added at the east elevation. This space was joined to the origin- f1· 
al structure with a passage which ran the full length of the house. This room has been 
divided in half; the north portion now functions ns a kitchen. 

With the exception of a 20th-century garage, no outbuildings are associated with tl1is 
slructurc. It is not threatened. 

BOUNDARY JUSTlFICATJ.ON 

The nominated acreage for Bladcnsfiel<l is approximately 22 acres. Altl1ough it includes 
only a fraction of the property's total acreage, the boundary is drawn to include the 
main building and the above-mentioned garage. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Chronicles of the early history of Virginia's Northern Neck tend to 
e crowded with details of the Carter family, understandably since they determined a major 
ortion of the area's history. Much of the significance of Bladensfield comes as a result of 
ts early association with this reputable family. In addition, this regional landmark contin­
ed to distinguish itself_.as a 19th-century seminary for the education of young women. 

ladensfield is sited on land that was once part of a large tract acquired by Robert "King" 
ar ter from Robert Cary, a Londorr merchant. In l '/ 3L, Carter's g·caf1clson, Rober_t. Garter Hthe 
ounai llor" of NQtd .. ni, Hall, w~stm.,()re'Land, received tbe land in a divisio11 of: the inh~_:ritance 
f his father Robert Cartc;r 11 the Younger," who had died in 1732. It S('Pms li[::ely that 
ouncillor carter built the original Georgian-plan section of filadensfield in the late 18th 
entury. The narn0 "Bladensfield" was probably attached to the laod by 1790. It is likely that , 
he plantation was named for Thomas Bladen, who had been Governor of ~~ryland, 1742-1747. ~ 
laden was the brother of Carter's mother-in-law. 

n 1790 Carter gave the structure to his son-in-la·w, John C. Peck. Peck had come to Virginia 
rom New England in 177L, upon the recommendation of Philip Fithian; tutor at Nomini Hall. 
eek succeeded Fithian in this position. Following Pec~'s death in 1794, the house and 
roperty remained in his family until 1847, when his surviving daughter and other heirs sold 
t to the Reverend William N. Ward. 

r. Ward was rector of three.country churches, and he also founded the Bladcnsfi~l<l Seminary, 
school for young women. Resigning the ministry in 1854, Ward turned his f~ll attention to 

each ing. The 19'.::i""i-century acJd it ion was probably cons tructecl at th is time. According to _ an 
dvertisement printed in the Richmond ~nquirer in 1855, the Bladensfield F~male Acaden1y, with 
r. Ward as principal, offered courses in mathematics, the classics, French, drawing, painting, 
usic and German, as well as embroidery, water colors, oil painting, piano and organ .. 

ard'.s ... daughter, Evelyn, authored a detailed chronicle of life at Bladensfiel<l during the 
ar Between the States in her published memoirs, The Children of Bladensfield. The fifth 
encration of Wards continues to own and occupy Bladens field. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Be1:inni.ng at a poi.nt in open field about 3250' SE of inter­
ection of Rt. 203 with private drive and about 450' E of said drive; thence extending about 
00' S to Wedge of tree lirie; thence extending ibout 1000' W to E bank of 'Branham Mill Swamp; 
henc.::, extending about 900' N through woods; th e nce extending about 1000 1 E, crossing pr ivate 

L(ST All.ST A lES. ANO COUNT I ES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAP Pl NG ST ATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
rive to poLnt ot origin. 
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7 , DESCRIPTION -- BOUNDA..~Y JUSTIFICATION 

.,- -

- ·---- --.. -- . ·- ·- ----

The nominated acreage for Bladensfield is approximately 6 acres. Although 
it includes only a fraction of the property's total acreage, the boundary is 
drawn to include the main building, the above-mentioned garage, and the section 
of the drive in the immediate vicinity of these two structures. 

10 . GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of nominated property -- ~ acres 

OTM References -- 18/349200/4205350 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point on 130' contour about 3400' SSE of the intersection 
of private drive to Bladensfield and Route 203; thence extending af>out 600' S; 
in part running through wooded area; thence extending about 450• W'to 1oot contour 
in wooded area; thence extending about 60·0 • N to 110' contour in wooded area; 
thence extending about 450' E, crossing drive to point of origin. 
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