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i1 istori c Nathaniel Bun.;c!l l I'arvey House - ·- (DHT, Fil~;lo-=-- 77 -49 ) _ .-- ... __ ·--- -- --

a n d O' common Sa:,•~ 

street & number P.ula~ki Cvun ty Cor p~'!-"at~ Cente_r2 VA Route 81 2 

city. town Dublin _.x. v ic inity of 
--- --

state Vi r ginia code 51 ccunty 

Category 
___ district 

_x building(s) 
_ structure 

_ site 
__ object 

O wne rs hip 
_-is.__ public 

___ private 

. ·- both 
Publ ic Acqui!:ltion 
__ in process 
. _ being considered 
r: / ,1. 

Status 
__ occupied 
___x unoccupi'?d 
-·- work in progross 

Accessible 
x yes: restricted 
_ . yes: unrestricted 

___ . 1\0 

4. Owner of Pro~erty 
Countr of Pul ~ts,u 

name <: /o L-:i son V,.1 u-:,lmn, Ch.:i .i.n,Lan , 
---- • -- ·--- - <- •• - • ·- . 

street & number 

city. town 1.' lJ 1 .1.:: :'< j i'l/,\ v icinity of 

Pulas k i 

Present U se 
agriculture 

_ . commercial 
_ educatlom:11 
_ entertainment 

_ government 
__ Industrial 

_ _ . mil itary 

s tate 

5. Location of Legal Description 

n./,a not for publication 

___ museum 
_ _ park 
- · private residence 
__ religious 
__ sciantific 
__ trans portation 

.x_ other: V:zi cant 

\ ,[\ 

courthouse, registry.of deeds, etc. Pulas~i County _ Circui t Cour t Clerk 's O_t_fi<:_~--· __ --· ·---

street & number Thi r.,! s .treet, '!-J • • .'!J ·-------··- ·- ------ _ _ -· __ .. ·--·---·--

city, town ? uV1ski slate VA. :?.430 1 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
f'livizio n 0f Hi!.:tori<.: L.:,ndmarks 

has th~ property been dete.~mlned eligible? _ -~ · ye_s _ .: X.. no 

date l':185 _ federal x- state ----·· . - --- -- ·--- --·- _ .. ____ ·-- - ___ county. -·- ~local 

depository toe survey records - . . 
_ ___,_.D_.__Lv.is1-on -uL . .Hi~-:.toric .. L~ ar-ks ,-2.21 r.overnor ·S:ree:r -----·· 

city, town Richm\''ltld state VA. 23219 



7. Description 

Check one Check one Condition 
_ excellent 
__ good 

deteriorated x unaltered _ .x original site 
_ ruins -·· altered . . . moved date _n / et 

.. x. fair _ unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

'J'he Nathani€1 Burwell Harvey House is located o.ff VA Route 8 l2, s outhwest of 
the t own o f Dublin i n Pulaski County. The Colonial Revival two-and-onc>-ha l f s tory 
brick house has a central passage, ell-shaped plan with an origina l t•..10-story frame 
e nc l os ure at t he crook o f the e l 1 . Althoup,h the frame enclosure appears as an addit ion, 
it i s or i ginal to t:he hui1di ng of the house between 1909 cm<l 19,10 . The housC' interior 
is pr ofusely decorated with frechan<l stenciling , not commonly found in soutll\,•cs t ern 
Virginia and the only knowr. example within the county. The n0mlnation consists of 
one c ontributing building. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

This Colonia l Revival residence was built between 1909 and 1910 by Nat hanie l 
Burwe lJ Harvey. The hous~ is a two-and-one-half-story frame and brick s tructure with 
a weatherboard and lattice enclosure in the crook of an othe1~ise ell-shaped plan. 
The pencill ed brickwork i.s laid in five-course American bond. It sits on a raised 
basement of ash l ar, rock-f need lim~.s tone. 

The fron t (soucheas t) e l evation has three bays with the main entrance at the 
cc.ntet' through a single door frame , topped by a two-light transom . Tit!:! ch1Qr i t self 
contains one large rectangular pane framed with a small egg-and-dart pat tern . The 
fenestration on the fro11t ~rn<l all other elevations consists of 1/ l doub le- hung sash 
with attnched louvered shutters. A one-story porch with slx Tm;can columns extends 
across the front facade . 

TI\e northeas t facnde has two hays. The rear wooden enclosure, a secondary porch 
and ~; l ecping porch above , are stepped b:tck appro>:imiltely three fe:et horn t he northeast 
elcv.:i tion . This en,: 1 osure once accommoda.ted the rear entrance. 

The rear (northw,~st) facade consists of one-third weatherboard enclosure with 
no ope:nings and one bay on the. bri.c.k portion. 

TI1e sou t hwest e l evation consists of four bays ; the two middle bays spaced 
c l oser t0ge ther than the ochers . 

'fhe hipped roof with projecting eaves has a :;; ingle hipped dormer with three 
separa te 1/1 doub le-hung sash windows, above each facade except re.:n. Three deterior
ated i nterior corbelled chimneys extend from a pdtterned slate r oof. 

The Harvey Honse has a somewha t traditional central-passage plan cornpc1 red to 
other residences of the ear l y twentieth ce.nt ury. The central hall is f l anked on 
ei,ticr side hy parl or s of equal size and terminates with double doors with a fun 
s haped space a bove decot'atcd with an iron gra t e . To t he l ef t of the ent rance is 
the fi t'st ofthree stairwells. The stair has a square newel post with .::a rvcd garbnd s 
and turned balJusters . The panellin~ helow the ball us trade is van1 i shed oak as is 
the woodwork throughout the house. 

The maj or inter.for featur e which cuntributes to the significance of the: property 
is it s decorative pnintini:; on walJs and ceilinS;S of eac.h room .:md hall excep t che 
kitchen ~nd minor room above the kitchen. TI1e attenuated , stylized designs f orm 
decorative panels, borders and freizes that encircle all archi tectural features of 
the r ooms j t1st as ]ate Victorian wallpaper borders and Craftsman frcizes and stenciling 
were used . The painting appears to be free-hand stenciling, in which templates were 
used to trace designs to be l ater painted in. Components of designs in each room 
are o ft en repeated h\1t never is thl'.:! same. bo rc\e..1 or. c1.)lor ~cher.,e us ,:d. 

(See continuation sh~et ill) 



8. Significance 

Period 
-·- prehiscoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 150~1 599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
~ - 1900-

Specific dat~$ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
. archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 

__ archeology-historic _ _ conservation .. -- law __ science 
....!... agriculh.1re _ economics -· ~ l iterature _ _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education __ military __ social/ 
_x_ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce . explorationisettlement __ philosophy __ theater 

.. communications _ . industry __ politics/government __ transportation 
invention __ other (specify) 

l909- 1910 Builder/Architect Unknown Builde r / James D. Cha pman-___ _ 
-----

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
int~rior stenciling 

STATEMENT OF S1GN1f1CANCE 

Siluated on a hill with commanding view~ of Peak 's Knob Mountain and the 
s11rroundi ng rolling c ountry side, the Nathaniel Burwell Harvey House is sign ificant 
in the areas of urchi tecture, art, and agriculture. Buil t betw~en 1909 and 
1910 by Nathanie l Bu rwell Harvey f or his f amily 0 f Montgomer y County, the house 
di splays freehand stenciling done by itinerant artist James O. Chapman b~tween 
1909 and the wi nter of 191 1. Although t here arc a signific~nl number of ear ly 
twentie t h Ct!ntury houses in the county, the Hdrvey House is the on1y exam})1 C 
wit h interior decor at ive pai nting . Tnterior decorative painting is not com1111.rnly 
fou nd in the s outhwestern r egion of Virginia and this unique ex~mple remains 
unaltered a nd in r~la tive ly good conditi on. Almost equa l ly distant from th~ 
town of Dub l in and the ci ty of Pulaski . the house is cll'..1sest to the red lnJad 
s t a t ion of Wurno from where th~ N ~ W Railrwtld built a spur Lrr1ck into the f1;;1rvey 
property to ac~c>mmodat e transp0rt ot Har vey's c3ttle, sheep and prizewi nni ng 
Clydesda l e work horses. The breeding of these draft horses made Harv~y a p rominen t 
and influential man in Sout hwest Virginia, and brought notoriety to the Harvey 
f a rm. 

HISTORIC!IL BACKGROUND 

Nathaniel Burwel l Harvey was living with his f3mily in Mont Komery Coun ty 
whe n he bought 562 acres from B. E. and David P. Watson in 1909 .1 He b~ga n 
~onst r uction of his n~w dwel lj ng by s pring of the same year, moving an olde r , 
s ma l l er dw~l t iog nearby to accommodate the new residenr~ . He used loca l craftsmen 
t o build tht two and one-ha lf story , Colonial K~vival hous~ after devising pl ans 
which i11corpora ted i deas from The Radford Am~ri~an Homes, a hook publ ished by 
Radford Archit ectural Company of New York which displays illust rations, p l ons, 
and costs for on~ hundred mail order bom~s for the av~rage hom~owner. 2 

Whi l e tht house has ~xterior featur es s imi lar to h0u~~s i llustrat ~d and 
p0pu l ari zed by Lhe builder ' s guid~ . iL has a more traditi onal (cenLr::11 - passag~ ) 
pl cm than the asymmet rical p 1 ans s ugges led by the Radford guide . 

In 1909 , Harvey contracted the services 0f James D. Chapman, an itineran t c raftsman 
f rom Eus ti s , Fl o ri da to stenci l the entir~ interior of his home a nd t o supe rvi se 
the install.Hir:,n of all W\°:•o<.lwc.irk . 3 rt is thc11~ht t hat Chapmcrn was commissi ~>ned 
to decora t e the l nl erio r of Gov. Jumt:!S ti. Tyl~r's second h~~mt- , "Halwick ", bui1t 
in Radford in 1890. None of this painting rem3 i ns although t he owners had t0mpla tes 
mad e to rec0rd the design in one roc:,m before it wa::; cov12red. Chapman lived 
wit h the Harvey f amil y while gradually ~tenc i ling the ~ntire houR~. He 

(See Continuation She~t # 3) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Sec Cont inuat i on Sh~et ,4 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated p roperty _ l .~ss l h.:!.!l._2~~ci:-e 

Quadrangle name .. O!ib li n , VA Quadrangle scale _ __l_ ! 2 _4..:.0 0.:...(.:...I __ _ 
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of VA 643 and VA ~07 ; t hence a pp r ox . 100 ' SE; t he nce a pprox. 200' S\.l; t hence a pprox . 100' \.J>JW; 
'hcncl: n p p r m:. 200 ' NNF: to 1,0i 11t o f ori v i n . t1ounda rv ius ti t ica tion: The bounds h ave be en drawn 

,. ·"7 '~i.--;..., 
t o incl ude t he house and s.~.l ~ ~r~.w~li1: h _fr: mt11 1~m1::cLH 7 fron t y~rd •)~ ... th e hc:, usc . ~_!.:-;o to 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated s ignificance of this property within the state is: 
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As the designated State Historlc Preservation Of1icer tor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
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Keeper of the National Register 
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The f.ro nt passage is decor.:ited in s trong co l ors with fields of pinkish mus tard 
above .:i borcler of ochre and a paiu1:ed turquoise "chair rail ", Below the turquoise 
is a fide! of r.eddish t an wit h a bor.der of deecp brown with b right yellow designs 
above the base moulding . The hall designs are predominantly fm1-like, do ts and 
s l e nder lin~s ; rec..·h'u' l'Urt f bands of color ,,1h1c h creat e pane l s m,t of wall spaces 
between architectural feacures ; dots, ovals, and c r esents creating abst ract f l ower
llke des i ~ns ; a nd serie~ of pain t ed bi:oken dentil shapes . Th~ co lor sch<:!me a nd 
combined de signs make f or an impressive entrance hc1ll. 

B,:ith parlors display mahogany mJ.n tcls with ionic columns supportin,i; a cu::;hlon 
freize with a mirror below framed by flat panels and resting ab uve the mantel shelf. 
All th r ee m~nte ls r~mnin on th~ first floor. Except for these late Vic t orian mantels, 

~t:~ the ()ak Hoodwo rk throughout thc::111s char nc t e rist lc of t,•oodwor k of Craftsman dei.;ien. 
Mouldings arc fla t a nd wide with few articulations , more a display of the wood it
self. The woodwork is said to have been l1<111d-scraped with gJ ass r .nther than sanded. 
Hand-scraping finely planes t he surface .'.lnd lends the wood t o ;:i more polished 1.ook 
than sanding . Al l doors have fine recessed panels. 

The-. parlor t ,1 the right ot' the fron t paBsngc is decontte<l in mor e subdued 
color s than t lte ha ll. The ~-round co l or of che \./o.1l.s , a rinkish p utcy acc.:e:ntua'tes 
predominantly grey b orders with deep browns , tan And ochTe <lesiins . TI1 e d ~s lgns 
themse lves arc blocks with broken dentil shapes , rectilinear bands, xas , cresents, 
dots, L1n- s hc1pes and simplistil'. leaf and vine. S tenci ling i.s on botll the w;.il l and 
ceiling. 

The parlor to Lhu left of the ha ll uses varying shades o( g,een an d white. 
The borders are somewhat more proli fie than i.n th e oth~r parlor a nd con tain bands 
of trinncl es , dot s a nd cre~ents on a deeper grea1than the walls ; simplistic tree 
or leave desi~ns in alternating l arge and small si~es again st a whit~ f ield; dot 
and dot wi t h crcse n t borders fonn a freize of alt c r nnting simplis tic tree :md flo,~
cr <lc$igns. Thes e. f l ower <l12H igns .:ne very similar to t:he s tec i.l design~ pre scribed 
by S tlck l ey i n his publicntions . Intcn;ections a t the corne r s of rooms provide a 
gruund for embe1 lished corner bloc.:b, outlined by fan and scallop s hapes . The wall 
s urfaces Rre lively yet JisplRy s uch controlled patterns that they do nutappea r 
over embellished. 

Once t heough the f ront passage, the floor plan appears to be a doub l e - pi le, 
cent r 3l pass a ge p lan, ho\.iever, thP- second hall is narrower, acconir,AOdo:ti" )'l second 
se t of stairs to the l e ft and sligh tly irreglllilr shared rooms on eithe r sldc . To 
the ri~h t of the hall is a roam , userl ns a bnthroom, decorated in various ~bodes 
of brigh t a nd ligh t blue . TI1 e designs appear more in p,rnels than i n borde rs o r 
freizes . A~.:'lin, the ceiling is_ decorated to the same extent . Fl ower s h.:i.pcs arc 
repea ted in this room . 

To the left of thC' second ha] l is che dining ,oom ,complct c wi. th s lwllow 
closets and panelled pass -through window . ShucJes o f bluis h g r een~ decor.'.lte the 
i-oom !1 C<~entu::ited by hr ick- r e d stenr · il ~d dc-s ip,ns U!;C<l 1n sirnp] e co:nbin ,1t inns. 

(Sec Continuation Sheet il'L) 
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Th i.s r oom has received th<:\ most dali1age , hc.wever , th e: paint app~ors fairly dur.abh.> 
benea t h tin: di.rt and scum. 

To the rear o f t h e. dining room is the kitchen with no painted decora tion . 
nirec t l y through t he re.,r hall door is a porch deck enclosed with tongue-a nd
groove wainscoat, l at tice and screen above . To t11e left is the third set of full 
si:e stai rs made exactly as the firs t two se t s . Relow these s t alrH is the s tair 
,:i nd ent r .-rnce to a full s .i. 7,e base1:-icnt . From this scrc.cned p,n-ch is an exit to the 
rear. of the house r.nd an artesian well in which the flooring is built a round . 

The s econd-floor rooms a nd hall repeat the same floor plan as below. 
Stend.ling continlles up each s tain.ell. Both halls and all four maj or rooms are 
decor ate~ with the aamc car u in choosing a comp l imen t a ry color sch~ne wi th many 
dif ferent col ors th3n those used previ ously . Various combinations of the same design 
e l ements tised on the fi n ic floor 3.re emplr.yE:d . 

The room aboV(> the kii:chen is painted a solid huf f color. The enc.los e<l porch 
area with s tairs appears to have been used as a sleeping porch . The att i c floor 
is reached thrcugh a small hall and stair to the left of the sccQ1Hl -pasnage right 
at the E::nt r ance to n bedroom at the lE:ft of t h~ second stair . ~lune of this floor 
<lisvlays d~co r ative: pa i nting. 

Hi rect.fy tu the rear of t:.he Har vey House i s the limestone founda t ion of a s mal l 
outbuil ti i ng , the. gas house \-:hich housed the acetylene light w.)rks for tltc property. 
The. house had ace t yl<:!ne lighting before converting to electricity . This and che 
how;:to> are all that r e main o I the 11ctrvey farm. The site nomi nDtcd includes only t he 
imn1ediate s urroundings of the house . Foui: large oi:lk trees frame the front (sou tht,cst) 
f .'l<:,ldl:! of t.he house which i s s urrounded by smaller t r ees antl shrnhb~~ry . Locatt~d 
Ln whRt was once a ]arge nnd pr~~<"'Ou.~ farm , tl1C'.: hou se occupies -,n~;(the the b(:.!:it 
vantagE: poi nu; in the county. It sits on G hill surrounded by platt-.n•,1s and co the 
North t h e reaks Knob mountain range. Looking southwest, the ori ~i.nal entrance an<l 
path are s till evident-lined with fruit trees. 'fo the nothe::ist and cast of t he 
house scnnd t he for~- bay barn, a smal l eor l ier house , silo , an<l lim~ ~t nn~ wal l. 
New conHtruction is to tht.? northeast of the house on ) nwc.r sitP.S except for a 

wati:rtowe r huilt adjac.ent to t he si t e . 
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s tayed unt il t he foll of 1911, plannine to spend the winter there. when he was 
k illed by a train near Wurno Station. lie is bur led in t he town of Pulaski. 

The freehand s tenciling is of excellent quality. Each room has imaginative 
d esign s and color sc::~ ·~me.s with no two alike . The painted walJ s c r eate l ively 
su r faces that comp le i1ent t he rooms ' he i ght and dimensloni:;, , The Harvey Hou se i s 
the on l y known stn : -~ture i n t he count y wllh this type 01 interior on i n tin~ > 
which ;::; tylist ic-a l 1y refle.cts sl~:.cil <lesigns p,ipu1ar during the latE:::- 19th 
c entury . 

A shrevcl businessm,rn and land speculator, Harv~y a,:quired several thousn.nds 
o f acres o f f arm land . He rai sed corn and \./hea t a nd s old timber . Harvey wa1:, 
known t hroughout the coun ties of PuJaski , Gi les, Floyd, an<l Hon tgomerv for his 
l ivestock. He ralserl catt l e , Shropshire s heep and draf t horses . The ~orfolk 
and West ern Rai lroad built a spur li11c onto his fa rm i.n ordE:r to morl! ·e a s ily 
a ccommodate transport of his agricultural products . Although Harvey cont inued 
t o 1·aise catt le until his de.ath, it was the breeding of draft horses such as 
Clydcsdal es that made hi m a pr0mi nent and in[luential man t n Southwes t Vi rginia. 
Since its fir st importat i on of French Perc~h eron horses in 1866 , Pulaski C0unty, 
one of the first pl3ccs in the Un ited States to brel!<l these horses , be.::ame 
[amous fo r its fine draft animals . 4 Harvey's horses won numerous t it l es f or the i r 
excel lence bringing many breeders to the farm for showings and thus making his 
home a well-known gathering place from the eady 1900's to wel l into the 1940's. 

l{orvey , who de s i r e d the most modern and efficient of agricul tural a nd 
ho use~old produc t s , had ace t ylene lights installed i n his house when it w~s 
fin; t bu i l t. The limestone ( ounc.lat i on u( the acetylene gas ho u se stil l r.emains . 
The main house was later converted to cle:c.tricity. The Harvey House was one of 
the fir st in the ai.-ea to h.'.1Ve a telephone line run to it: l ater nrca res idents 
t apped unto t h is line as a party line. Harvey w~s also an 3gent with the 
Nat ional Vireproofing Company of Pittsburgh, PA for NATCO I mper i s hilb l e Silos . 
Mail- order farm buildings were very popular in the eacly Lwenti~th century nnd 
r,;ecn as t he fas test v1ay of c reating a mode rn [arm . Before 191.4 , Harvey ha d a 
NATCO sila o f f ireproof holJow clay tiles built on his f arm and acquired p1ans 
for other NATCO fireproof farm buHdings. (The silo ls still standing al though 
it is not within the noinin::itcd site.) 

N.B. Harvey and his wife . Oceo l a Persinger , ra i sed five children at the 
Harvey home. His wlfe dyin~ hefo r c him, Horvey, at his death, div itic d his 
f arm among all five c hildr en .:tn<l grandchildren> h01t1ever, L:11.trD, the o ld .:?st was 
t o have the house until her deuth . Laur::1 rem,dn8d at the Harvey House ur.t il she 
was unable to care for herse.1 f and the property remained in tl lspute among 
f amil y members for many years after N.B. Harvey's death in 1963 . The trac t L'n 1-,hich 
tht> house r e mai ns wa s t o be cared for by a l ocal c~~t t le broker, un[ortunatt:ly > 

(See Continuation Sheet f/4 ) 
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without proper 
Pulaski County 
the house, the 
prop i! r ty as an 

s upervision for seve:ral ye.a rs the prc>perty fell i nto neglect . In 1984 , 
a cquired the site for an industrial park. After seeing the value of 
c ounty is considering a rehabilitation that wil l make use of the 
inteiral part of the park ' s admin istration. 

FOOTNOTES 

1
PulaHki County Land Tax Records fo r 1909 and 1910. 

2This book along with numerous building m;:Herial receipts were kep t trgether 
by Harvey and are now in the ooss1:=ssion of Angelina Haevcy Chisho lm, daughter, and 
Harvey Ch isholm, grandson, Mineral, Virginia 23117. 

3 Correspond ence to James D. Chapmon in ca re of N. B. H~rvey, 1909-1911 . 
Angelina H. Chisholm remembers Chapman and t11e duties he W3S contracted to do at 
the Harvey House. 

4
Pu l aski County, Virginia Com.rnisslon, J.umestown Exhibition, Pulaski Ct, uoty , 

Virgin i a, Banne r County of Southwest Virginia , A Historic an<l Descriptive Sketch. 
(Pulaski: Southwe~t Publishing Company, Inc., 1907). 

9. i'iAJOR BILJLIOGf'.A.?HICi\L Rl':FERE:,cr.s 

Cctisholm, Angelina Harvey . ?er s onal Intervi ew. July, lS/35. 

Chisho ll:t, Harvey . Te levhone Intervie,·1:5. Ja:1uar/, Februar:,·, ;.:eirch, 198S . 
Personal Interview. July, 1935. 

Pulask i County . La:1d Tax f<ecord s . 1909, l 5<10 . 

Let1:.ers to James :) . C!'la~::man i n care of N. B. llarvey. /lug. 17, 1')00 , Au<J. 31 , 1909 , 
Sept . 3, 1909, Se~t. 23, 1909 , 0CL. 1, 1909. 

Pulask i County, Vir g i nia Cornr:1.i. ssio!1, Ja::1!~stm1:1 r::xhibi tion. !'ula?J(i Co m_,t-·.~· ,_\_'1._· -:_ginia, 
Danne r Count:/ of S0uth1·1P.$ t Virginia, A Hi s toric ano D0sr:r i :1tiv~tcl·, . Pulaski : 
.Sout hwest Pu::.lis hing Co . , lnc ., l ' )07 . 

Radfor<i A.re hi tectural C:)r.1pany. T:11; !',at'.for6 Awerican llor.:os. Chica,.10, t'-:ew York: 
Radford Archi tecturdl Co:n ... , an :; , 19J3. 

Sanders , Barry, eci. The Cr af t s_?,an , an ;).ntholo,;,:. Ed i ted b:i· Gustave Stickley. 
S ,-, 11tn nr1n,nrr1 <'11 1;.i Solt Letko Cit~·; i.'~rcgr i 1) C' !'i r,, , t ;~ , Inc:. , 1')78. 
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