
.. -

Fem, Nn 10--Jt;() , o-111.l 
\fl.9" · 

U I lT E I> Sf A 'f J;.S DEPA RTMI: :sn 01· Tl It·. I NTF. R !OR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY .... NOMI~A TION FORM 

F'OR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEO 

DA TE ENTERED -~_J 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGJSTFR FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

0NAME 
HlSTORIC 

Rose land Manor 
ANO/OR COMMON 

ff)LOCATION Appr oximat e ly 300 ' S of St r awberry Banks fiou levard ; approximate ly 
200' N of Hampton Roads; approximately 700 1 E of confluence of 

- STREET & NUM Bl: R 
. Johns Creek and Hampton Roads . 

NOT FOR l"l.J BLICATIQN 

CI TY.TOW N CONGRESSIONA L OISTRICT ) 
First (Pau l S. Trible, Jr. 

Hampton ViONtTY OF 

STATE 

Virginia 
cooe 
51 

OcLAss1F1cATION 

CATEGORY 

_ 01STfUCT 

~-BU I LDINC.tK! 

_STRUCTURE 

-Sill' 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

- PUBLIC _ OCCUPIED 

X PRIVATE JS.._1.1NOCCUPl£D 

-.-BOTH _WQRI( IN f'ROG RESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_l" PROCESS _VfS RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNR~STRICTED 

- NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr . 'Will iam' Ferguson, Jr. 

COU TY 
(in city) 

COO E 

650 

PRESENT USE 

--"G~I CULTURE _ MuseuM 
X COMM EROA L _PARK 

_£0UCA TIONA.L -PRIVATE RES/Of NCE 

_ £NTERTAINM ENT _ RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCll:NTIFIC 

_ INOU S TRIAL 

_ .MI LITAFI Y 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_ QTHER 

---------- -----·---- --- ~, . ---·-----
STf!HT & NUMBE R 

Strawberry Banks, Post Office Box 3 268 
Cl iY TOWN 

Hampton VICINITY Of 

ltiLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COU RTHOIJS E. 
AEGISTIU' OF OEE.OS,E.TC 

STP.EET & NUMBER 

Cl rY. TOWN 

Hampton City Ha ll 

STAlE 

Vi rg i n ia 236 63 

STATE 

Hampto n Virgin ia 

l!IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ( 2) ( see c ont inu a tion Shee t tH) 

TJ llE 

(1) Historic Amer i can Buildings Survey Inven tor y 

DATE 

1969 ~FEDERAL ----STATE __ cournY _tOCAL 
---------

DEPOSI TORY FOR 

___ s_u_Rv_e._v_R_~c_o_A_o_s~_L_i_' b_r_a~rx__~C~~gr~ss~~-
CITY. SlATf 

Wash ington D. C. 

~ . ... . 
23 



B DESCRIPTION 

-- EXCELLE NT 

Xcooo 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_ OE TcRl OR~ TEO 

_ AUi S 

_U NEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-Xi\.Lrfl~EO 

- ---------------- ----

CHECK ONE 

..XORIGINAL StTE 

_ MOVEO OATE..._ __ _ 

DESC:Af8 E THt PHi:SENT A ND OftlG INAt (IF K ~;r)WN ) PHYSICAL APPl:ARANCE 

'Roseland Manor i s aChate2,uesque, Queen Anne-style residence situated on a well­
landscaped es tate overlooking namp ton Road~ harbo~. Er~cted in 1886-l, the brick 
structure is a three-story, asj";:!I:letrically planned house cove~ed by multi-gable and hip 
roofs and set on a brick foundation. 

The west facade is l aid in common bond and is dominated by two pavilions , both of 
t hree stor ies_ The ce.ntral pavilion is divided i nto two sections; the firs t consists of 
a two-story bo~ front. In lts f irs t story isan ~lliptical-arch entrance flanked by 
sidelights. The second story of three bays contains multi-paned-over-single-paned, 
hung-sash windows flanked by sidel igl1ts. The second section consists of a. Palladian-type 
wi.odow conted.niug .::;tainec.! and leaded glass . The pavilion is covered by a gable roof with 
a low-relief carved stone 1?1ec.allion contained in t,he pedi..~e.nt. Visual coherence is 
achieved through the use of coursed cobblestone, provining a marked coutrast to the brick. 
'.Ihe pa vllion is complemented by a projecting three-story oay to the south. The bay 
consists of multi-paned-over-single-paned,hung-sa5h window3 covered by a gabled pediment . 
A recessed three-story bay of hung-sash window~ separates the central paviliou from a 
two-bay pavilion to t he north. The fir s t story of the oorthern pavilion contains paired 
semi-circular arched windows wi.th pronounced archivolt tri:n. 'Ihe sec.ond story consists 
of paired, multi-paned-ov2r-sinile-paned , hung-sash windo~s. Th~ third story is 
similarly treated. A gable roof covers the pavilion . 

The h ip-roofed south elevation contains a tb ree-story ~ central p.:tvilion housing what 
was formerly the garden entr~nce. The first - story entraacc consists of an arched, 
transom-lit double doorway flanked by multi-paned, hung- sash sidelights. The composition 
Fie-h i.eves v isual unity through pair-ed pilasters and pronounced archivolt trim. ThC! second 
.story consists of a central doo r f lanked t,y 6/6 h1 111g-:-;.;1sh t,dndows, the whole flanked by 
pilasters supporting an elliptical arch with pronounced archholt trim. Molded hri.ck 
r onct tes ornatuent the spandrel. This arch has be~n filled in; it originally was a loggi a 
opening onto a second-floor gallery . The third story cons i s ts of a double window s ur­
mounted by a semi-circula r arched sunburst co1\tain~d wi thin ;i <Jab1.,. wi th low-relief 
~c:ulp Lure . 

Paired hung-sash windows are contained on all three stories to the west of the 
pavilion. To the east of t he pavi lion, paired fanlight doo rways provl<le access to the 
first fl oor . The second f loor consists of two irregularly spaced door~ays which f ormerly 
op~ned t~ a se~~nd-floor balc~ny. The third-floor fen~str~tio~ consists of a multi­
ligh t cas ement winnow_ A molded brick cornice ruas the length of the elevation. A 
three-story, circular turret projec ts from t he southeast corner of t he building> 
Fenestration consists of paired, mul t i-paned-over-single-?a~ed, hung-sash windo~s. It 
F,houl d be noted that originally tht' elevation was dominat ed by an extensive balcony that. 
covered two stories. The conical roof on the tower has been removed, along with a semi­
exterior end wall chimney. A circular. two-tiered detached porch of two stories stood 
to the west of Ll ie seaside e levation. 

The east elevati on contains arc hi tee t ural elenents si!!lilar to those found on the 
wesL and south. The elevation is dominated by a three-story pavilion covered by a hip 
roof. The pavilion' s first story contains p2ired semi~c ircular arched transcm-l it 
entries with nrul t i-paned glass doors, A wooden st..iir, not original to the building , l eads 
to one opening. The third story contains a gabled dormer with paired rnult i-paned-ove r -
s i ngle-pAned , hung-sash windows. (See Cont inus tion Sheet #1) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
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The gable wall surface is cove red with imbT icated shingles, The pediment contains 
a low-carve<l reli.ef m~clallion .similar to tl1<it found on the north elevati,on, 
Fenest~ati on to th~ south of the pavilion consists of mnlti-paned-over-s i ngle­
paned, hung-sash windows. A gabled dorroer is found on th? third story, The surface 
of the wall plane is broken at the southe~n corner by an irregularly angled three­
story bay which ubute an exterior end chimney. 

The north elevation continues to follow the irregulari t y of the preceding 
elevations. The wall surface is d1vid£'d intn thr~e di s tinctly ot.cpped plau~s. A 
sense of visual c.ohe~iion is ~chicved through the S)'mmet.rical orc-le.r of the fenestrn­
tion. The windows on the t:lrsl and second stories co11sist oi multi -paned-ove, ­
singlc-paned hung sa :;;h . Thi rd-story windows va ry in size. The -roof line is 
broken by an original semi-interioT end chimney and two gabled dormers. A two- bay 
enclosed entry porch with a gable rogf is found on the f irst (lour. 

The interior plan of Rose :!. rind Manor has ber;n a) tere-\. but the 0r:lginal s tair 
hall ha~ been preserved. The hall is domin~ted by an open-well Queen Anne stair, 
which runs from the fir.st floor to the attir. . The oak st"aJ r ha.s panf'1ed ne,.Jels, 
turned baluster~. :md a finely molded handrail. Paralleling t:!1e !.tair is oak­
paneled wai nscot "1'ith paneled dado. The wainscot rurn:; throughout the f irst-floor 
hall to the second floor. 'Ihe. prindpal rooms of t:-ie. hnuc;e are located off the 
stair hnll and vary in size according to function. Tbe archjtoctural character of 
the rooms ~as changed in the 1920s, when the nJuse was ext~nsively remodeled. The 
princi pRl rooms now contnin Neo-G~urglan mantel s with sinply ~olded architrave 
surrounds. 

Roseland Ht'.nor has always been noted for its grounds and gardens. The har bor 
elevat ion contains carefully landscared box, which lead to th€ water. ~ more 
formal box court is found to the. east of the main house. The grounds surrounding 
the house contain a variety of old and majes tic tre~s. 

{See Continun tion Sh eet ~2) 
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Located overlooking Hampton Roads, Roseland Maoor is a prominent exawple of 
Chateaue~que Queen Anne-style archiLecture. Built by the Phoebus family iu 1886-7 after 
the designs of the architect Arthur Crooks, the house is a symbolic representation of 
late 19th-century wealth and grandeur. 

Harrison Phoebus , owner of the famed Hygeia P:otel at Old Point Comfort, purchase~ a 
tract of 300 .acres known as the Segar Farm at Stra\.iberry B2nks on Hampton Roads in 1873. 
Because <1£ his ~xtensive civic contributions to the area, Chesapeake City was renamed 
Phoebus in his honor. Phcebus naIT.e<l his est.ate Roseland and began planning the pr~sent 
structure early in the 1880s. Phoebus employed Arthur Crooks of New York as archi tect. 

Of English birth, Crooks immigrated to America shortly before t he Civil War. After 
the war, he was a draftsman in Richard Upjohn's New York office. Followlng t.he dea th 
of Upjohn, Crooks established his own office and distinguished himse lf as an 
ecclesiastical and residential architect. 

The local coutr.'lct for t he building of Roselen<l was awarded to C. T. Roltzclaw and 
was :i.n the amount of $25,000. It was reported that the original furnishings also cost 
$25,000. PhoPbus died unexpectedly in 1886 and did not l ive to see the comple tion of his 
house. nis widow, Mrs. Annie Phoebus, finished the house and lived there until her dea th 
in 1906. In 1919 Roseland was sold to Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Kenyon of New York. nuring 
t.heir ownership, the house was extensivel y renovated and remodeled. In 19S6 the property 
was sold to William reorguson, Jr., the present owner. j· 

At the liUJe :I.twas built, wealthy clients like the Fhoebuses 1,,1ere commissioning 
lavish suinmer homes at various points 0n the East Coast. the best-known assemblage being at 
~ewport, Rhode Island. These clients, through the gho~~~se nature of their resi<leuces, 
iuilue.nced the course of Arr,erlcan domesc.ic architecture to no small degree. The styles 
chosen by the wealthy eventually filtered down to l ess affluent builders and became more 
pexv3sive through cmul~ tion. 

Beca:.ise it was suffering the hardships of Reconstruction, Virginia saw few displays 
of conspicuous consumption in domestic archit0.c:ture in Lln:! 1870s and 1880s. Roseland 
Hano r thus is possibly a unique surviva~ of what was a p~::-iod of archite:::tural ostentation 
elsewhere i n thP. nation. 

M'i'P/RCC 
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7. DEGCR IPTlOU 

Th~ boundary encompasses a ten- acre t~act extending from the front road to 
the w«tcrf~ont. It conta~ns the qaruen, the grounds that im:nediately surround 
the house , and a small modern structure used fo r storage and located south~est 
of the house. The estate noi,;, houses the Str,;,.w~erry Banks P.oto r Hotel situated 
to the east of the rnanot: house, just outside of ·th~ Rcgi ste l· l..>uwiuary . 
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