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7. DESCR IPTJ-JN - . 

-----]-L I E~ccllM~- ~ Good O Fo; , orc::t~;~::~J [l Ruin$ O Ur,c.><posed 
CONUITION · ·------ ----- - · 

(Che .:~ Un,;v l - (Ch<-cJ< Or.,J 

D Alrored IBJ Unaltered..[] Move.-:1 . ~ Gr,ginal s;,c . .. _ _ 
OE5C.R1B la: TH . PR'-$ E N'r &NO QR 1.:: 1NA L (/1.'a,ownJ PHl' ~ ICA A;.P AR .. tiC.E 

Tl1e Harrison llC'us~ is a t 1,:o-story, single pile, brick to;m hou.:;e with a 
later two-story brick rear ell. Both tr.e main section of the house and 
the rear ell are covered by shallow gable roofs, with the main section 
having a wooden box cornice, and the ell having a molded l>rick cornic e 
typical of Valley structures of tne mid-nineteenth century. The hcuse 
exhibits s5.irple hut pleas ing proportions of an almost rr.:i.thcm:iticat 

regula rity. This r egul3rit y is echoed i n the superb Flemish bond brick-work 
in the main section. The !:luuth wall in p.:irticular is notable as being a 

·rare surviving example of Valley Flemish bond with a glazed header pattern. 
This brickwork, with its very thin .and even mortar joints is m-::ire similar t · 
the bdc.kwork of Philade:lphia than of eastern Virginia. Clazed headers are 
employed only randomly in the other walls of the building . The h0t:se I s 
foundat·on is of the native limestone laid in itregula!' ashlar, an<l is join 
lnto thE: br:Ck walls by a quarter-round brick water t..a.~le. 1he later rea.'.' 
ell is lai.d in com:non bond with Flemish .variu tio1r; :ai:d if'I vcr:y s k ill fuHy 
joined to the main part of the house. The main section is heated by two 
interior end chimneys, ·whil~ the t.i.ing hns an intarior end c:hir.:n€!)' a nd a 
side chimney. 

On the interior of the main sectio.i ., all four principal rooms and the }.all 
retain theit:' original basf'>hoard and chair rail. The ha.11 features its 
orig,nal thr-ee-sto1-y open string stair with its very refi.ned scrolled cnll~,! 
The fir~t floor north ricm is notable for its finer eded mantel flar.k~d 
by matching built - in glass door cupboards. 

Both the interior and exterior of the ho•1se are essentially u n~ lt.ere.d, 
r etaining 'nea.dy ·au the oriei.nal ·fab1:i.c ·i.rt a goocl state of preserJation. 
The house is in good structu~al condition. 
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,UH'.AS OF" S ICNll'-I C.I. NCE (Ch eck Ot1l!t t,~ i'\·10rt!: -3!1 App.r~p,i s te) 

Al>ori9ir,o \ 0 f duCdl i 2ll Cl Poli ricol 

D P r•hi s lori c 0 Engin~e, l ,,g D R,,1, !l ion/Phi. 
0 Hi-'l. toric D 1 .. d,,u, , lo,op1' 7 

0 A51ric ulru•o D Sn venticn 0 Scie~ce 

~ Arc I, i lecture 0 La ndsc c1-~ D Scu lptv,e 

0 A,, .Arc-hi le~ Ju re CJ Soc ;~ 1/H.imor. -

D ·Co,,-,m c-, c• D lHe,.,1~,e hQrlan 

0 Cornm uni c o tior,s O M, l i rn,y 0 T.~e ~t~, 

D Con 5, ir tvot ; en 0 M'6 sic 0 T:-on 5,por ro•ion 

0 ~IH, Cen1.., ,y 

0 U, i:a n P lcnr, i117 

[l Orher (Spec 111·) 

----- ----

Believed t.o b e t he second oldes t h,)us e s til l standing irr i-:arriscmburg , t he 
Nore · son House is a pract ically una ltered example of the Shenandoah Valley 
b ric k town houses of the Federa l p~riod which were once m~;ri~r0us i n the 

i 
! 

t own .<: a nd vil lz.gPs along the· :ma. in :'/al ley Pikes . The desi gn and const ruc tio! 
of the house exhibits inf.luences from bo th eas b:>1:n Virgin la and Pennsylvan i, 
A no table fea ture of t he dwe lli ng i.s the sup~rb Flemish b or:d ~r ick<,,ark, and 
espec ia lly the gl azed header pa ttern in the north wall . This header 
pattern could perhRps be the late.c;t example o f :its type e.xt.~nt in Virgin ia, 

The noted Valley his torian , J ohn W~ Wa yland i.n h .s book His t odc lla r risonbr r,.z 
concluded that the house was built Letw .en 1820 and 1824 by Jo~eph Thorncon J 
replacing an earlier l og struc t ure on t he l ot. An 1824 map of a port ion of 11 
t h e city r e:fe.rred to the location as " Thc r nton' s liric.k Hcuse . 11 A la t er. 
owner , And rew Irick, added t he rear ell in 1845 . The e ll t!as used as a 
post offic e i n 1854 , a nd later se rved as a tavern . !n 1858, the M-=-rr ison 
fa mi l y occ upied the house ; and -purcha sed it several' -yea r s later. · 1'he 
Merri.son oC' 11pancy terminated one hundred y l'.! ars later wlth the dea th of 
Miss Elizabet h Morrison i n 1968 . 
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1'er r e ll, Isao.c Lon 
Verona, Va.: 

g. Q.lg Houses i n J;.ocki.ngham Cou1 1L y 1750 -_1..§..50 . 
!cC ture Printing C..;:ia:pany, 197 J. t-

Wayland, Joh ;1 . His tori c H..1rrisonburg. Staunton, Va.; McClure Printing 
Corrpany, l9l;.9. 
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