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B DESCRIPTION 

_£XCELLE''H 

_GOOO 

'i_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_QETERIORATEO 

- RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-.ALTEFIEO 

CHECK ONE 

r ORIGll'IAL SITE 

_ MOVEO DATE __ _ 

OtSCRIBE HIE PA£SfN7ANDORIC1:'JAL (If l<NOWNI PHYSICAl APPEARA~CE 

The Mo~s Tobacco :Factory is conspicuously sited on the northwest corner of M.ain and 
Seventh streets in Clarksville. Erec~cu in two st~ges duriuq the 1850s, the three-and-one­
half-story, four-course-Ame:riciln-bond building is a rare surviving example of an antebellum 
tobacco fac tory. 

The princip~l ( south) g .:1b1 e end contains the building's rna.i.n entrance. The centrally 
positioned first-floor entrance is deeply recessed and feat\U:'es a rai.sed-paneletl su.crow1d. 
The recession is a lAter addition an<l has resulted in the loss of the original door. Door­
ways for loading on the second and third floors retain their original autJJle doors and 
paneled !=.urrounds. The doorways are flanl:ed by window openings that have lost their 
originql 12/12 hung sash. The openings retain their wcoden segrr.enlal lintcl:3, which are 
u.~ed throughout the building•s other elevations, Paired windows are four..d on the attic 
story. The first- and second-floor windows contain iron ba::s. 

The west elevation consists of twelve bays <.:011:..tructed during t11e 13:iOs. 'l'he elevation 
o riginally ~ontained f_i_ve aistinct. entrances. A sLde entrance in the southwest bay and a 
loadir,g entrance in the fourth bay have bel::!11 e11..-.:losed by concrete blocks. A loading entrance 
on the first and second stories of the seventh bay and a side entrance in the tenth bay 
remain open. Many of the winaow~ reldin th~ir original 17./12 hung sash and iron bnrs . 
When first built, the roof contained a row cf five dormers, which were removed in the present 
century. A small cupol:1 remains. 

Like the we::;t ell::!vation , the cact elev tion is comprised of twelve bays . All the 
first-flocr entries have been enclosed by concrete blocks. On the second story, two 
loading er.tries in the fifth and e ighth bays remain open. Original 12/12 hung sash a~a 
iron bars are retained on some windows. 

The three-and-one-half-story rear elev<ttion consists of two bays. Sc;attered windows 

r etni n thoir origi.nnl 12/12 hunq sas:,. .and iron bars. 

lolhile. t.he building's int.l,!:tior plan has undergone considerable. alteration , its interior 
structural support system has been pi:-ese:ved. Th~ originc.11 Doric col,unn post:s support 
rough-hewn joist.son the first and set;ond floors. Original pine flooring survives 
throughau . The .first-floor wi ndows :retain thei r fluted 5ymmct.:dcal i\rc:hitrave trim and 
T,)Qldcd co!:ner blocits. 

RCC 

!o~ndary Ju1-Tti fication: 

Th~ factory ccctJpies its original e-ite on the northwest co cner of Seventh and Hain 
streets in _Clarksville. The huilciing is bouad!:!d on the w~st by Seventh Street, on tht> 
south by M::iin Street .• anci on the north and east by adjacent properties. It occupies .i one­
haH- a c.re lot. 
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When Benjamin Henry Latrobe had leaves of Nicotian~ Tabacum carved on t he c~pitals 
in the Seoa t e win g of the U.S. Capitol, he was honoring the contribution of t obacco to 
Americ.a•s economic life. Almost a half-century l ater, th~ region most responsible for 
t hat cont~ibution was still p~rvadalby every phase of t he tobacc o i ndustry . The Moss 
Tobacco factory · o the Town of Clarksville in lecklenburg CC'unty r ~roains as a relic of 
the industrial and comme rcial production of tobacco in antebellum Virginia. 

~l arksville had b~eu a center for m~uofactu~ing, stor' og, and marke ting tobacco as 
early as 1819 . Two tobacco factories •.:ere lic~nsed in tha t year to "s tf:m nnd manu fac ture 
tobacco". The increase of na vigation on the Roanoke River and the growth in farm pr oduc­
tion he lped promote the town's thriving anL~b~llum tobacco economy. The ]855 Statistical 
Gazetteer of Virginia noted that t he Town of Clarksville increased in population more 
~i:ipi.clly hPtween 1845-1855 tha n any other ·village in the st<1 te . 'Th~ Ga ze t t 8er also­
observad t ha t 2000 hogsheads of tobac ::o were inspected there annually ~uJ s hi? pcd ''down 
river". The Hoss Io:'.lacco Factory was a key fac tor in t he town 's annual p roduct ion . 

Before 1842 RobE:!rt H. Moss, with vadous associstes and un.cter '.farfo11s na-::e !:l, operc1t~d 
a tobacco factory in Clarksville. In 1842 Moss and Wil liam Kyl~ op era ted a factory un<l~r 
the name of l<.obert H. Moss & Cu . The c:o~pn.p_y \.Jent o .?.nk ru!'.'t a ncl hy ) 850 fJ3S :-ees t ablish E!d 
with Rob<:-rc 1-l. a nd Reuben Moss a.nd Geor:ge Il . Hammett, fac tory manager , as pa r tners in the 
firm of Hoss Brotlv._rn f, Co. The old fac tory was reopen1?d, a!1d b y 18S3 a neu bu ilding had 
be~n ,:on.-:.tructed on Jnnd pur:chase.d by the concern in 1852 from the I::xchange Bank of Vireinia . 

The t yJ')e df huiJd ing used in the manufacture of tobaccc r2nged from th'2': nondescript 
wood('n s hed of t he plantation Mnd fa ro to the larger threa-and-o ne- holf-stor y b 1ic:k structul'C? 
th"lt was built by ~loss and assessed for $12 ,000 in 1862. A con t t mporary and ]ocal source , 
Th_'=: 'i'u~E--c.<-=:_~ r lnnt , repo r t ed in 1859 t hat t h .:> c om;i .,ny conducted "c he larges t ll'..-·mu foc tur ing 
busi nE-s s iu the United Sta t es, and, if so, we pre sume the Lirgest i n t be world. We are 
inforned that they employed 160 oper.;. tives during the ye11r J S5 8, an d t hat they put up and 
s hip pt!d upwards of 10, 000 boxes of lil<Juufact ured tobacco, 11 

The "160 opera tives '• mentioned i n the paper indica te the h bor- intensive natur e of 
tobacco pr ocessing in the antehP. llum fact ory . The actual labor f orce wou ld have cons isted 
of hired slaves, us unlly -rente d on a contn1ctual bal':i.s fror., nei~hborlng plant.a tlon s . The 
L:irger ~·st abl ishC".t?n t.», J ikP Moss, wer e organiz.ed w:f. th ~.n e,:t.,rn.sl v2 d ~.vi.~ ion o.F labor. 
Stemmers ~e r e skilled in removing the mld- r ih from t he tobacco leaf , dippers applied the 
s ecret flavorings, twistecs fashi.onc>d the tobacco in o twists . l ump- makt> rf; modelled the 
p lug ::; , aud prl~~ns ,rn<l screw-men t ucned tha scro2w pressi:>~. The wide u se of manual lahor 
r~sulted i n a factory building simil a r i n design to the texti le bui ld ir:gs of indus tri al New 
England , 

(S e~ Continua tion Sheet #1) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

The Southern tobacco factory and New England textile mill were both rectangular 
brick structures, fifty by one hundred feet or more, two to four stories in height, and 
usually covered by a gable r0of. Occasionally, as seen on the 1853 William Crant factory 
in Richmond, the tobacco factory would contain a flat roof, us ~d to air and sun dry the 
flavore d t ob acco. Both buildi ngs co ntained numerous wi nd ows , t he l ight ·source f or the 
ma nual l aborers . The an tebe llum t obacc o f actory' s wi n do:,:c;were barred s 1nce some slaves 
~er~ prone to escape. The KeY England worker's presence ~as ass ured uy his economic 

.'C situation. 

\ 

The Mos s tobacco Factory ope r a ted until 1862. Aft e r the Civi l ~nr, bankruptcy 
nec:cssitat a<l the sale of the property . Sold at auc t ion on September 15, 1871, the 
prope r ty l n c luded ' tobac co fact ory fixt ures ... sufficient to work 200 hnnds ." By 1872 t he 
factory building operat ed as an exchange or auction lwusa for the sale of tobacco then 
processed in Richmond and Petersburg. The factory contir. .. ied as a tobacco "1.Jarehouse until 
the So 11 thside rn~rket became conc~ntrated in Danville. The buildinz presently stands 
vacant, its future un.!c> rt a in. 

MTP/RCC 
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VER BAL BOUNDAR Y DESCRIPTION 

The Moss Tobacco Factory building is located on a narrow rectangular lot which comprises 
about one-half ac r e ; fronts on Mai n Street and is bounded on the "1est by Seventh St-ree t, on the 
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