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Introduction

This bibliography is a compilation of sources that cover a range of African American
historic topics in the Reconstruction Era, which is defined as the period between 1865 and 1896.
The topics covered in this bibliography include but are not limited to African American religion,
religious practices, cemeteries, funerary practices, and freedmen’s communities. A large amount
of the listed scholarship contains a Virginia focus, while the rest has a national focus to provide a
greater context. Some deal with political or Black history in general, both in Virginia and
national contexts, to provide a contextual framework within which to place other scholarship and
historic knowledge.

This bibliography was compiled through three months of painstaking research during the
covid-19 pandemic. During the project period, research repositories were closed due to the
public health emergency. Therefore, the project’s research methodology included only online
sources, beginning with locating Virginia-centric works on each historical topic. Online excerpts
from books, such as introductions and conclusions, were consulted, as well as full-text articles
published in scholarly journals. Bibliographies of these publications also were mined to identify
relevant sources. When online excerpts of books were unavailable, the researcher instead relied
on multiple book reviews to determine if content relevant to Virginia’s history was included. .

This bibliography is a work in progress and new scholarship and historic works will be
added as staff schedules and resources permit. Readers are welcome to send suggestions of
publications to include, and report any broken links herein, to lena.mcdonald@dhr.virginia.gov.
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Online Collections

Academia, https://www.academia.edu/. Open access clearinghouse for academic papers, easily
searchable; full-text papers can be read online or downloaded.

American Civil War Museum, https://acwm.org/. Several online exhibits are relevant, including
Civil War to Civil Rights: Education and Emancipation.

Encyclopedia Virginia, https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/. Has a searchable index and
keyword search function.

JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/. Subscription-based clearinghouse for full text of academic
journals, easily searchable, but requires a subscription.

Library of Congress, digital collections, https://www.loc.gov/collections/.

African American Odyssey may be helpful, see
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/achome.html. This collection includes digitized
pamphlets from 1822-1909 and covers themes of African American freedom, educational and
economic opportunities, and civil rights across the United States. Finding sources specific to
Virginia will require patient searching.

Library of Congress HABS/HAER/HALS collection,
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/aohome.html. This site has digitized documentation of
important architecture and engineering in the United States. It includes places associated with
African American history in Virginia, but the site can be tricky to navigate due to its vast scope.

Library of Virginia, https://www.lva.virginia.gov/. The library has numerous finding aids and
special collections. A good place to start is
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/using_collections.asp. LVA reference librarians are
available by phone or email to assist patrons.

National Archives, African American History, https://www.archives.gov/news/topics/african-
american-history. As the name indicates, this website is national in scope. Although Virginia-
specific topics and places may be difficult to locate, information pertinent to the broad context of
Black history across more than 4 centuries can be found here.

Southern Historical Association, https://thesha.org/. The SHA Journal’s compiled tables of
contents at https://thesha.org/sites/default/files/Bibliography.pdf are useful for identifying
articles that discuss specific people, places, time periods, and events.

Vernacular Architecture Forum bibliography at

https://www.zotero.org/groups/131637/the _vernacular_architecture forum/items/8Z5X3PXB/lib
rary. The VAF bibliography has 25,000+ entries, nationwide in scope and covering all historic
periods with particular emphasis on researching, evaluating, and understanding historic
architecture and landscapes that are vernacular (as in, not professionally designed) in character.
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Virginia Museum of History and Culture, https://www.virginiahistory.org/. A good place to start
is https://www.virginiahistory.org/collections/how-we-can-help-your-research. The library
collections are searchable at https://www.virginiahistory.org/collections/search-collections.
Tables of contents for VMHC’s Virginia Museum of Biography and History are worth a search
as well.

Zotero, https://www.zotero.org/. This free online tool allows users to organize their research.

Sources/Places Specific to African American History in Virginia

African American Civil War Museum and Memorial, https://www.afroamcivilwar.org/

Association for the Study of African American Life and History, https://asalh.org/.

Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia, https://www.blackhistorymuseum.org/

National Park Service sites such as the Booker T. Washington National Monument,
https://www.nps.gov/bowa/index.htm, (be sure to take a look at
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/bowa/hrs.pdf) and Fort Monroe National
Monument, https://www.nps.gov/fomr/index.htm (Fort Monroe’s importance in African
American history also is discussed at https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2018/04/114-0002_FortMonroe 2013 NRHP_final_redacted.pdf).

Virginia Humanities, AfroVirginia, http://afrovirginia.org/, an excellent place to find many of the
most important sites in Virginia associated with African American history.
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